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LETTER 

T  O    A 

Member  of  Parliament 

In  the  Country, 

F  R  O  M    H  I  S 

Friend  in  London, 


Dear  SIR, 

N  Obedience  to  your  Requeft, 

I  take  this   Opportunity  of 

communicating  to  you,  what 

I  have  been  able  to  colled 

concerning  the  Affair  of  Mr. 

■*f    Byng,  fince  your  Departure 

from  London;    and  which   I   do  the  more 

chearfully,  as  I  perceive  by  your  Letter,  you 

are  one  of  thofe,  who  think,  no  Englijhman 

A  3  ought 


f     6    > 

ought  to  be  convicted,  unheard;  or  execu- 
ted, unconvicted  5  and  that  every  Attempt 
to.  fpirit  up  popular  Prejudice  againft  the  Ac- 
cufed,  previous  to  a  legal  Determination,  is 
not  only  a  Breach  of  common  Humanity,, 
but  a  Violation  of  the  Law  of  the  Land, 
which  fuppofes  every  Man  innocent,  till  by  a 
judicial  Enquiry  he  is  found  to  be  otherwife. 
Had  our  Countrymen  been  more  generally 
actuated  by  thefe  juft  and  humane  Sentiments, 
what  Reams  of  Paper  had  remained  unpol- 
luted ! — what  Piles  of  Fuel  unconfumed,  and 
been  much  more  ufefully  applied,  than  in 
the  premature  Difgrace  of  a  Man,  who,  for 
ought  we  yet  know  to  the  contrary,  may  be 
deftined  rather  a  Martyr  to  private  Policy, 
than  a  Vi&im  to  public  Juftice  f 

Upon  the  Effects  of  any  fatal  Mifmanage— 
ment,  you  are  fenfible,  it  is  no  unufual  State* 
'Trick,  for  thofe  in  Power,  to  devote  fome 
Sacrifice  (however  innocent)  to  the  popular 
Refentment,  and  thus,  by  a  Sort  of  political 
Jbegerdemain,  divert  the  public  Attention 
from  a  real  to  an  ideal'Offender  :  How  fuc- 
cefsfully  this  minifterial  Hocus-Pocushzsixi 
former  Days  been  played  off,  Hiftory  a- 
bundantly  evinces  -,  nor  is  if  impoffible  but 
our  future  Annals  may  afford  an  Inftance  of 
sFleet 's  being  doomed  to  expiate  the  Errors 

of 
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0f  a  *  *  &.  and  an  Admiral  made  a  &vz^- 
Gto/,  to  bear  away  the  Offences  of  a  *  *  *; 

Tho'  aware  of  this  Artifice,  I  will  frank- 
ly confefSj  that  at  firft  I  partook  of  the  ge- 
neral Delufion,  and  from  a  Zeal  for  the  Glory 
of  my  Country,  became  a  Dupe  to  the  De- 
figns  of  its  moil  dangerous  Enemies.— No 
one  was  more  clamorous  in  their  Exclamati- 
ons againft  the  Cowardice  of  the  Admiral—* 
No  one  exulted  more  in  the  Flames  of  his 
Effigy — But  when  I  reflected,  that  Execu- 
tion fhould  rather  -follow  than  preceed  Convic- 
tion, that  Clamour  was  far  from  being  an 
unerring  Proof  of  Guilt,  and  found  thefe 
Meafures  were  encouraged  by  thofe  very  Per- 
fons,  whofe  Duty  it  was  to  difcountenance 
them;  I  began  tofufpedt,  they  might poffibly 
have  fomething  more  than  Truth  for  their 
Objedr,  and  fomewhat  lefs  than  Honefty  for 
their  Motive :  Every  Day's  Practice  ftill  more 
and  more  confirmed  my  Sufpicions;  till  at 
length  the  Farce  became  fo  extravagantly  ou- 
tre, that  the  very  Mob  difcovered  the  Name 
of  Byng  to  be  bandied  round  the  Kingdom, 
only  as  a  Bubble  to  their  proper  Indignation.— 
The  libellous  Forgeries,  published  under  the 
fpecious  Title  of  Letters  from  on  Board  the 
Fleet :,  were  too  glaring  not  to  be  detected, 
and  the  ridiculous  Alarms  of Intended  Efcapes, 
with  all  the  preventive  Engines  of  Guards, 

A  4  Locks, 
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Locks,  Bolts,  and  Bars,  only  furnimed  Mat- 
ter of  Contempt  and  Laughter,  as  being  plain- 
ly perceived  to  mean  fomething  more  than  the 
Security  of  the  Prifoner.- — But  in  proportion 
as  the  enthufiaftic  Rage  of  the  People  againft 
the  Admiral  abated,  it  was  obfervable,  that, 
of  a  certain  "Junto  increafed :  They  faw  their 
own  Security  concerned,  and,  perhaps,  for 
the  firft  time,  joined  in  a  Cry  for  Vengeance 
upon  a  Failure  of  Duty  in  public  Employment. 
A  novel  Inftance,  it  muft  be  confefled,  of 
thefe  Gentlemens  Patriotifm,  and  certainly  has 
no  other  Object  but  Love  of  Country  for  its 
Foundation. 

But  the  Treatment  I  found,  Mr.  Byng's 
Letter  met  with,  fufficiently  manifefted  what 
Ingenuity  he  had  to  expedt  from  his  Oppo- 
fers,  who,  not  being  able  (as  they  pretend) 
to  underftand  it  themfelves,  feem  determin- 
ed that  no  other  Perfon  mould ;  elfe,  why 
were  feveral  Paffages  in  it  refufed  the  Benefit 
of  the  Prefs  ?  And  then,  that  Obfcurity  im- 
puted to  the  Author,  which  thofe  very  Caf- 
t rations  had  created?  Might  not,  by  the  fame 
critiral  Chymiftry,  David  be  made  to  chaunt 
Blafphemy,  and  Solomon  utter  Foolifhnefs  ? — 
But  as  I  am  perfuaded  it  will  gratify  your  Cu- 
riofity,  I  (hail  here  infert  fuch  Parts  of  the 
original  Letter,  as  were  not  thought  proper 
for  the  unhallow'd  Eye  of  the  Public,  and 

by 
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by  that  means  refcue  Mr.  Byng's  Under- 
(landing  at  leaft,  from  any  unfavourable  Im- 
preilions  you  may  have  received  of  it,  on 
account  of  a  Piece  fo  partially  publifhed  in 
the  impartial  Gazette. 

After  mention  of  being  joined  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ship  Phoenix,  off  Majorca,  two  days 

before  ;  the  following  Pafiage  is  omitted 

<c  by  whom  I  had  confirm'd,  the  Intelligence 
<c  I  received  at  Gibraltar,  of  the  Strength 
<c  of  the  French  Fleet,  and  of  their  being 
<c  off  Mahon.  His  Majefty's  Colours  were 
"  ftill  flying  at  the  Caftle  of  St  Philip's  -9 
<c  and  I  could  perceive  feveral  Bomb-Batte- 
"  ries  playing  upon  it  from  different  Parts. 
"  French  Colours  we  faw  flying  on  the  Weft 
"  Part  of  St.  Philips.  I  difpatched  the 
cc  Phcenix,  Chefterfield,  and  Dolphin  a- head, 
<c  to  reconnoitre  the  Harbour's  Mouth,  and 
"  Capt.  Hervey  to  endeavour  to  land  a  Let- 
te  ter  for  General  Blakeney,  to  let  him  know 
<c  the  Fleet  was  here  to  his  AfMance,  tho' 
<c  every  one  was  of  Opinion  we  could  be  of 
<c  no  Ufe  to  him,  as  by  all  Accounts  no  Place 
<c  was  fecured  for  covering  a  Landing,  could 
<c  we  have  fpared  any  People.  The  Phcenix 
*•*  was  alfo  to  make  the  private  Signal  be- 
"  tween  Capt.  Hervey  and  Capt.  Scrope,  as 
<c  this  latter  would  undoubtedly  come  off,  if 
'?  it  were  practicable,  having  kept  the  Dol- 
phin's 
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*c  pkirfo  Barge  with  him :  But  the  Enemy's 
"  Fleet  appearing  to  the  S.  E.  and  the  Wind 
cc  coming  at  the  fame  time  ftrong  off  the 
"  Land,  obliged  me  to  call  thofe  Ships  in^ 
<c  before  they  could  get  quite  fo  near  the  En- 
<c  trance  of  the  Harbour,  as  to  make  fure 
**  what  Batteries  or  Guns  might  be  placed,  to 
<c  prevent  our  having  any  Communication 
"  with  the  Cattle." 

Again,  after  giving  an  Aceotint  that  thd 
Captain,  Intrepid  and  Defiance  were  much 
damag'd  in  their  Mails,  thefe  Words  fhould 
have  been  added  ;  — —  cc  fo  that  they  were 
"  endanger'd  of  not  being  able  to  fecure  their 
<c  Mails  properly  at  Sea,  and  alfo,  that  the 
<•  Squadron  in  general  were  very  fickly,  ma- 
tc  ny  kill'd  and  wounded,  and  no  where  to 
"  put  a  third  of  their  Number,  if  I  made  an 
"  Hofpital  even  of  the  40  Gun  Ship  which 
u  was  not  eafy  at  Sea/' 

Though  the  Gazette  indeed  informs  us, 
thai  Mr.  ByngczWd  a  Council  of  War,  and 
collected  the  Opinions  of  the  Land- Officers 
upon  the  prefent  Situation  — —  it  forbears  to 

add "  of  Minorca  and  Gibraltar,  and 

tc  make  fure  of  protecting  the  latter  ;  fince  it 
"'  was  found  impracticable  to  either  fuccour 
u  or  relieve  the  former,  with  the  Force  we 
<c  had  5  for  though  we  may  juftly  claim  the 

"  Victory, 
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u  Victory  s  yet  we  are  much  inferior  to  the 
"  Weight  of  their  Ships,  though  the  Num- 
V  bers  are  equal  j  and  they  have  the  Advan- 
fC  tage  of  fending  to  Minorca  their  wound- 
'*  ed,  and  getting  Reinforcements  of  Seamen 
<c  From  their  Tranfports,  and  Soldiers  from 
"  their  Camp  -,  all  which  undoubtedly  has 
i '  been  done  in  this  Time  that  we  have  been 
**  laying  too  to  refit,  and  often  in  Sight  of 
"  Minorca,  and  their  Ships  have  more  than 
"  once  appeared  in  a  Line  frGii;  our  Malt-  1 
"  Heads.  I  fend  their  Lordlhips,  the  Refo- 
"  ludon  of  the  Council  of  War."  Imme- 
diately after  the  following  Paffrge  is  wholly 
omitted  ■  ■  "  I  hope  indeed  we  ShiH  find 
f*  Stores  to  refit  us  at  Gibraltar,  and  if  I  have 
"  any  Reinforcement,  I  will  notlofe  a  Mo- 
«f  ment's  Time  to  feek  the  Enemy  again,  and 
"  once  more  give  them  Battle,  though  they 
"  have  a  great  Advantage  in  being  clean  Ship?, 
"  that  go  three  Feet  to  our  one,  and  there- 
<c  fore  have  the  Choice  how  they  will  en- 
"  gage  us,  or  if  they  will  at  all,  and  will 
"  never  let  us  clofethem,  as  their  foleView 
"  is  the  difabling  our  Ships,  in  which  they 
«c  have  but  too  well  fucceeded,  though  we 
"  obliged  them  to  bear  up." 

Nor  was  the  following  Article  thought 

proper  to  be  inferted  ■ "  I  cannot  help 

"  urging  their  Lord  (hips  for  a   Reinforce-- 

**  ment, 
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merit,  if  none  are  yet  fail'd  on  their  Know*- 
ledge  of  the  Enemy's  Strength  in  thefe 
Seas,  and  which,  by  very  good  Intelligence, 
will  in  a  few  Days  be  ftrengthened  by  four 
"  more  large  Ships  from  Toulon,  almoft  ready 
<c  to  fail,  if  not  now  failed  to  join  them/' 

The  Gazette,  in  another  Part,  inferts  thefe 
Words,  "  making  the  befi  of  my  Way  to  GibraU 
"  tar"  inftead  of  to  Cover  Gibraltar;  and 
here,  by  the  way,  let  me  obferve,  that  there 
is  a  deeper  Defign  in  the  Omiffion  of  this  Jin- 
gle Word,  than  perhaps  you  may  at  firft  be 
aware  of:  It  was  doubtlefs  thought,  this  fig- 
nificant  Word  might  chance  to  furnifh  too 
great  an  Infight  into  the  real  Orders  of  the 
Admiral ;  and  it  was  much  more  for  the  In- 
tereft  of  fome  particular  Perfons,  that  the 
People  fliould  rather  believe  Mr.  Byng  went 
of  his  own  Accord  tofcreen  him/elf  at  Gibral- 
tar, than  that  he  went  thither,  in  Confe- 
quence  of  his  Orders  to  cover  it. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  mortifying  Members  of  the 
Admiral's  Letter,  which  fome  State-Surgeons 
deemed  neceffary  for  Amputation,  —  Thefe 
the  unintelligible  Pajfages,  which,  out  of  mere 
Mercy  to  his  Intellects,  they  fo  humanely 
concealed  from  public  Derifion;  yet  I  muft 
confefs  myfelf  fo  uncourtly  a  Critic,  as  to 
imagine  that  I  have  feen  much  greater  Vio- 
lence 


OS) 

knee  committed  both  on  Senfe,  and  Lan- 
guage, in  a  much  Jhorter  Epiftle  under  the 
authoritative  Pen,  of  a  modern  State  Secre- 
tary   But  you,  Sir,  will  readily  perceive, 

that  however  Form  may  be  the  Pretence, 
Matter  was  the  real  Caufe  of  this  unprece- 
dented Abridgment;  fince  there  appearshard- 
ly  an  Article  in  thefe  profcrib'  dPaJfages,  which 
does  not  reflefl:  more  Diftionour  upon  Coun- 
cels  than  Arms,  and  fhews,  what  little  Ad- 
vantage we  are  to  expedt  over  our  Enemies 
from  the  latter,  unlefs  affifted  by  Wifdorn 
and  Integrity  in  the  former. 

Though  the  People  were  gracioufly  fuffered 
to  fhare  fome  Morfels  of  the  above-mentioned 
Intelligence,  and  like,  Lazarus,  were  fed  with 
the  Crumbs  which  fell  from  the  Rich  Man's 
Table ;  yet,  it  feems,  they  were  not  always  to 
be  permitted  the  fame  Indulgence  $  fince  an- 
other Letter  from  the  Admiral  was  thought 
of  too  delicate  a  Nature  even  to  pafs  the  Con- 
fines of  a  C— b— t. 


*  Ra. 
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RamillieS)  in  Gibraltar  Bay,  May  4, 1 756, 


"  S  I  R, 

**  r  I  v  II  I S  comes  to  you  by  Exprefs  from 

"  hence  by  the  Way  of  Madrid, 

**  recommended  to  Sir  Benjamin  Kerne,   his 

1    <c  Majefty's  Minifter  at  that  Place,  to  be  for- 

c    "  warded  with  the  utmoft  Expedition. 

h 

h       "I  arrived  here  with  the  Squadron  under 

g,   "  my  Command,  the  2d  Inftant  in  the  Af- 

a\  ,M  temoon,  after  a  tedious  Paflage  of  twenty- 

ni  <c  feven  Days,  occafioned  by  contrary  Winds 

gr  <c  and  Calms,  and  was  extremely  concerned 

A<  «c  to  hear  from  Cn^t,  Edgcumbe  (who  I  found 

tci  *■  here  with  the  Princefs  Louifa  and  Fortune 

Pe  «  Sloop)  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from 

of   cc  Minorca,  the  French  having  landed  on  that 

ta)  "  Ifland  by  all  Accounts  from  thirteen  to  fif- 

qu    <c  teen  thoufand  Men. 

"  They  failed  from  Toulon  the  10th  of  laft 
"  Month,  with  about  oi.»e  hundred  and  fixty, 
"  or  two  hundred  Sail  of  Tranfports,  efcor- 
"  ted  by  thirteen  Sail  of  Men  of  War  ;  how 
cc  many  of  the  Line  I  have  not  been  able  to 
"  learn  with  any  Certainty. 


«c 


i 


«c 
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*<  If  I  had  been  fo  happy  to  have  arrived 
**  at  Mahon,  before  the  French  had  landed, 
*c  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  fhould  have  been  able  to 
"  have  prevented  their  getting  a  footing  on 
f€  that  Ifland  ;  but  as  it  has  fo  unfortunately 
turned  out,  I  am  firmly  of  Opinion,  from 
the  great  Force  they  have  landed,  and  the 
<c  Quantity  of  Provifions,  Stores  and  Am- 
"  munition  of  all  Kinds  they  brought  with 
V  them,  that  the  throwing  Men  into  the 
"  Caftle,  will  only  enable  it  to  hold  out  but 
ft  a  little  Time  longer,  and  add  to  theNum- 
"  bers  that  muft  fall  into  the  Enemy's  Hands ; 
•"  for  the  Garrifon  in  time  will  be  obliged 
«c  to  furrender,  unlefs  a  fufRcient  Number  of 
<c  Men  could  be  landed  to  diflodge  the  French, 
f*  or  raife  the  Siege;  however,  lam  determined 
"  to  fail  up  to  Minorca  with  the  Squadron, 
■"  where  I  mall  be  a  better  Judge  of  the  Si- 
<c  tuation  of  Affairs  there,  and  will  give  Ge- 
*c  neral  Blakeney  all  the  Afliftance  he  lliall 
u  require  j  though  I  am  afraid  all  Commu- 
nication will  be  cut  off  between  us,  as  is 
the  Opinion  of  the  Chief  Engineers  of  this 
Garrifon   (who  have  ferv'd  in  the  Ifland) 
and  that  of  the  other  Officers  of  the  Ar- 
tillery, who  are  acquainted  with  the  Situa- 
"  tion  of  the  Harbour ;  for  if  the  Enemy 
u  have  ere&ed  Batteries  on  the  two  Shores 
f€  near  the  Entrance  of  the  Harbour  (an  Ad- 
vantage 


cc 


lit 
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c<  vantage  fcarce  to  be  fuppofed  they  have  neg- 
cc  ledted)  it  will  render  it  irnpoffible  for  our 
"  Boats  to  have  a  Paffage  to  the  Ballet  Port 
**  of  the  Garrifon. 

a  By  the  inclofed  Lift,  delivered  to  me  by 
"  Capt.  Edgcumbe,  their  Lordfhips  will  ob- 
*c  ferve  the  Strength  of  the  French  Ships  in 
il  ^Toulon,  and  by  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
"  hlar fellies  >  to  General  Blakeney,  which  I 
tc  herewith  tranfmit  to  you,  their  Lordfhips 
Ac  will  perceive  the  Equipment  the  French 
€f  have  made  on  this  Occafion.  It  is  to  be 
"  apprehended,  when  they  have  got  all  the 
*c  Ships  they  poffibly  can  ready  for  Se  - 
*c  vice,  they  may  think  of  turning  their 
"  Thoughts  this  Way. 

"  If  I  mould  fail  in  the  Relief  of  Port  Ma- 
€t  hony  I  fhali  look  upon  the  Security  and 
tc  Protection  of  Gibraltar  as  my  next  Object, 
"  and  mall  repair  down  here  with  the  Squa- 
"  dron. 

"  I  am  forry  to  find,  upon  enquiring  of 
*c  the  Naval  Officer  here,  that  there  are  few 
u  or  no  Stores  in  the  Magazines  to  fupply  any 
of  the  Squadron  that  may  be  in  Want  of 
them ;  and  it  appears  by  a  Letter  I  have 
c<  received  from  the  Store-keeper  and  Mafter 

Ship- 


a 
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*•  Shipwright,  that  the  careening  Wharfs, 
**  Store-houfes,  Pits,  &c.  are  entirely  de- 
lc  cay'd,  and  I  am  afraid  we  (hall  find  great 
f  Difficulty  in  getting  them  repair'd,  there 
*e  being  no  Artificers  to  be  got  here,  and  at 
"  prefent  he  can  have  no  Affiftance  from  the 
"  Carpenters  of  the  Fleet  on  Account  of  our 
«  Sailing. 

"It  requiring  a  proper  Perfon  to  infpect 
<c  into  and  manage  thofe  Affairs,  I  have  ta- 
<c  ken  upon  me  to  give  Mr.  Milbourne  Marjh 
«c  (His  Majefty's  Naval  Officer  that  was  at 
<c  Mahony  and  who  came  down  with  Capt. 
<c  Edgcumbe)  an  Order  to  aft  as  Mafter  Ship- 
cc  wright,  which,  I  hope,  their  Lordfhips 
¥  will  approve,  and  have  given  him  Orders  to 
cc  ufe  Jiis  beft  Endeavours  to  put  the  Wharf, 
cc  &c.  in  the  beft  Condition  he  caa,  for  very 
<c  foon  they  will  be  wanted ;  as  I  apprehend,, 
<c  this  is  the  only  Place  the  Ships  of  the  Squa- 
<c  dron  can  come  to  refit,  and  many  of  them 
<c  are  in  Want  of  Repairs  and  Careening ; 
<c  particularly  the  Portland,  who  has  not  been 
<c  cleaned  thefe  twelve  Months,  nor  the  Che- 
cc  Jlerfield,  ten;  befides  many  of  the  Ships 
<c  that  came  out  with  me  are  foul :  I  fear 
<c  from  the  Inconveniencies  we  fhall  meet  with 
#  here>  there  will  be  great  Difficulty  in  keep- 


cc^Eor  them  to  prepare  and  careen  at. 

cc  By  a  Council  of  War,  held  by  General 
Fowke,  a  Copy  of  which  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted, it  was  not  thought  proper  to  fend 
a  Detachment  equal  to  a  Battallion  for  the 
Relief  of  Minorca,  as  it  would  evidently 
weaken  the  Garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  and  be 
no  way  effe&ual  to  the  Relief  of  that  Ifland 
for  the  Reafons  therein  given;  but,  as  I  had 
reprefented  that  there  was  a  Deficiency  of 
Men  on  board  the  Ships  late  .under  the 
Command  of  Capt.  Edgcumbe,  on  account 
of  his  having  left  a  Number  of  Sailors  and 
Marines  at  Minorca  to  aflift  in  the  Defence 
of  that  Place,  and  that  it  was  neceffary  to  fend 
a  Detachment  on  board  thofe  Ships  to  help 
to  man  them,  this  the  General  complyed 
with,  and  I  mail  di (tribute  forne  Seamen 
from  the  Ships  that  came  out  with  me  to 
compleat  their  Complement, 

"  The  Chejlerfield,  Portland  and  Dolphin 
<c  are  on  their  Paffage  from  Mahon  for  this 
"  Place.  The  Phoenix  is  gone  to  Leghorn 
"  by  Order  of  Capt.  Edgcumbe  for  Letters 
cc  and  Intelligence ;  and  the  Experiment  is 
"  cruizing  off  Cape  Pallas,  who  I  expect 
u  in  every  Hour, 

«  By 


cc 


«c 
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By  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Banks,  our  Con- 
ful  at  Carthagena,  to  General  Fowke,  da- 
**  ted  the  21ft  of  April,  it  appears,  that 
"  twelve  Sail  of  Spanift  Men  of  War  are  or- 
•"  dered  for  Cadiz  and  Ferrol,  which  are  ex- 
<c  pedted  at  that  Port,  but  on  what  Account 
f*  he  could  not  tell  the  Governor. 


<c  We  are  employed  in  taking  in  Wine  and 
compleating  our  Water  with  the  utmoft 
Difpatch,  and  fhall  let  no  Opportunity  flip 
of  failing  from  hence. 


"  Herewith  I  fend  you  enclofed  a  Copy  of 
"  fuch  Papers  as  have  been  delivered  me, 
"  which  I  thought  neceflary  for  their  Lord- 
#  fhip'slnfpe&ion, 

x<  I  amy 

*  S  J  R, 

"  Tour  mo  ft  humble  Servant, 

"J.B. 

Jlon.  J— n  G— A,  Eft; 

B  2  The 
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The  Receipt  of  this  Letter  may  be  fixed  aa 
the  JEva  of  Mr.  Byng's  deftined  Difgrace  :— ? 
Some  difcerning  Politicians  at  Home,  were,  it 
feems,  fo  eminently  indued  with  the  Gift  of 
Second-fight \  as  to  forefee,  in  the  Contents  of 

it,  that  the  Admiral would  not  fights— 

and  what  they  fo  miraculoufly  forefaw,  they 
made  no  fcruple  to  fpretel-,  while  every  Hire- 
ling-Tongue  was  employed  to  propagate  the 
Oracle  throughout  the  Kingdom.  —  I  know 
not,  Sir,  what  you  may  be  able  to  do?  but  for 
my  part,  I  have  not  Skill  enough  in  the  Art 
of  Divination,  to  difcover  the  pujillanimous 
Prognofiics  in  thisLetter  ?  and  am  not  aihamed, 
to  acknowledge  myfelf  fo  little  read  in  the 
Rudiments  of  Gourt-Logic,  as  not  to  be  able 
to  fee  the  neceffary  Connection  between  Mr. 
Byng's  preparing  (as  he  fays)  with  the  utmoft 
Difpatch  to  meet  the  Enemy,  anq1  his  Defign 
to  run  away  from  them: — This,  indeed,  lean 
perceive,  and  without  any  fupernatural  De- 
gree of  Infpiration,  that  there  are  feveral  Ar- 
ticles in  the  Admiral's  Letter  of  too  uncourtly 
a  Strain,  to  recommend  him  to  fome  Perfons 
Favour,  and  therefore  it  may  be  poflible, 
thofe  invidious  Forebodings  of  hkfutureCow- 
ardice  might  proceed  rather  from  a  Spirit  pf 
Perfecution,  than  that  of  Prophecy. 

Urn 
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How  mufl  thofe,  entrufted  with  the  Ma- 
nagement of  public  Affairs,  relifh  Mr.  Byng's 
Confirming  that  general  and  indelible  Re- 
proach of  his  being  fent  too  late,  and  that  a 
timely  Difpatch  might  have  prevented  even  a 
fingle  Frenchman  fetting  his  Foot  upon  the  de- 
voted Ifland  ? How  mud;  his  formi- 
dable Account  of  the  Enemy's  Force  and 
Preparations,  falfify  the  Predictions  of  thofe, 
who  reprefented  them  as  the  mere  Phantoms 
of  our  Imagination  ? May  not  the  Com- 
plaint of  the  ruinous  Condition  of  the  Wharfs, 
Pits,  and  Store- houfes  at  Gibraltar,  together 
with  the  almoft  total  Want  of  nec?J}ary  Stores 
for  the  Security  of  the  Fleet,  prejudice  in  his 
Disfavour  thofe,  to  whofe  Province,  the 
Care  of  thefe  Affairs  more  particularly  be- 
long?  -May   not  the   Foidnefi  of  his 

Ships  be  deemed  a  Secret  improper  to  be  di- 
vulged,; after  the  fo  much  boafted  Excellency 

of  his  Equipment  ?- —  In  fhort,  does  not 

the  whole  Piece,  rather  unluckily  contain  an 
actual  Proof  of  fome  other  Perfon's  Failure  in 
Duty,  than  afford  any  prophetic  Tokens  of 
his  own  ? 

I  believe,   by  this  time,  you  are  at  no  lofs 
to  account  for  the  Motives,  which  induced 
the  Concealment  of  this  Letter ;  the  vindic- 
tive Effects  it  mufl:  have  produced,  and  con- 
B  3  fcquently, 
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fequently,  the  prefent  unpopular  Situation  of 
its  Author,  who  feems  to  labour  under  the 
Calumny  of  having  done  thofe  Things  which 
he  ought  not  to  have  done  $  only  to  fcreen  o- 
thers  from  the  Imputation  of  having  left 
undone  thofe  Things  which  they  ought  to  have 
done. 

The  Difingenuity  of  Mr.  Byng's  Adver-* 
faries  is  particularly  remarkable,  in  the  con- 
ftant  Anticipation  of  their  Vengeance ;  for,  as 
it  was  thought  convenient  to  implant  in  the 
Minds  of  the  People,  a  Sufpicion  of  his 
Cowardice,  before  it  could  poffibly  be  known, 
whether  he  would  fight  ;  fo  it  was  deemed  e- 
qually  expedient,  to  fupercede  him,  before 
it  could  be  fairly  known,  whether  he  had 
fought ;  for,  previous  to  any  authentic  Account 
of  the  Engagement  to  the  Admiralty,  the 
following  Difmiffiofl  was  very  expeditioufly 
difpatched  from  it. 


<c 


S  I  R, 


<c  T  T  IS  Majefty  having  received  an  Ac- 
<c  Jl  JL  count  tnat  the  Squadron  under  your 
"  Command,  and  that  of  the  French  under 
<c  the  Command  of  Monfieur  Galijfonniere, 
"  came  to  Action  off  of  the  Harbour  of 

"  Mahon, 
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*c  Mahon,  the  20th  of  lafl:  Month,  and  that 
*c  the  French  (tho*  inferior  to  you  in  Force) 
*c  kept  before  the  Harbour^  and  obliged  you 
"  to  retreat;  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords 
"  Commiflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  to  fend 
"  you  herewith  an  Extract  of  Monfieur  Ga- 
"  liflbfiitre's  Letter  to  his  Courts  giving  an 
*c  Account  of  the  Action,  and  to  acquaint 
u  you,  that  his  Majefty  is  fo  much  diflatisfi- 
w  ed  with  your  Conduct,  that  he  has  or- 
"  dered  their  Lordfhips  to  recal  yourfelf  and 
cc  Mr.  Wefty  and  to  fend  out  Sir  Edward 
"  Hawkey  and  Rear-Admiral  Saunders,  to 
"  command  the  Squadron. 

"  I  am  extremely  forry  to  be  obliged  to 
"  inform  you  of  fuch  a  difagreeable  Event, 
(€  being  with  great  Regard, 

"  S  I  R, 

cc  Tour  mojl  obedient  bumble  Servant, 

vfp  7ff       Iff 

Admiralty-  Office,  June  8 ,   1756. 

Now,  Sir,  is  it  to  be  credited,  that  this 

Death-Warrant  to  the  Reputation,  as  well 

as  Power  of  an  Admiral,  mould  have  no  o- 

B  4  ther 
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ther  Foundation,  than  the  miftaken  Suppofi- 
tion  of  his  retreuiing  from  an  inferior  Force,-)- 
and  the  Authority  of  a  LeUer,  from  his  Com- 
petitor for  Victory  ? — Have  the  partial  Ac- 
counts, generally  given  by  the  French  of  their 

military 

f  Hon.  Admiral  Byng's  Squadron  when  he  engaged  Mon- 
fieur  de  la  Gatijjonniere  s  off  Cape  Mola,  the  20th  of  May 
1756. 


Guns. 

Weight 

of  Metal  on  the 

Ship's  Names. 

Lower 

Middle 

Upper 

Men. 

Deck. 

Deck. 

Deck. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

Ramilies 

90 

32 

18 

12 

780 

Culloden 

74 

32 

18 

600 

Buckingham 

68- 

32 

'■•     18 

535 

Lancaiter 

66 

32 

18 

52a 

Trident 

64 

24 

12 

500 

Intrepid 

64 

32- 

18 

480 

Captain 

64 

24 

12 

480 

Revenge 

64 

24 

12 

480 

Kingfton 

60 

24 

9 

400 

De&ance 

60 

24 

12 

400 

Princefs  Louifa 

56 

24 

12 

400 

Portland 

48 

24 

12 

300 

Frigates. 

778 

5875 

Beptford 

48 

24 

28a 

Cheiterheld 

40 

250 

Phoenix 

22 

■ 

160 

Dolphin 

22 

160 

Experiment 

22 

160 

Total 

1  9-32 

i 

6885 

Monfieur 
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military  Exploits,  been  a&ally  adopted  here 
as  Articles  of  Faith,  or  whut  new  Confidence 
have  they  now  acquired,  to  hallow  their  Or- 
thodoxy ? 

Monfieur  De  la  Galiffonier? 's  Squadron  when  he  landed  the 
Troops  at  Minorca  the  iSth  of  April,  and  at  the  Engage- 
ment with  Admire,'  Byngs  Squadron  off  Cale  Mola,  the 
20th  of  May,  1756. 


Ships  Names. 


Foudroyant 
La  Couronne 
Le  Guerrier 
Le  Temeraire 
Le  Redoutable 
Le  Hipopothame 
Le  Fier 
Le  Triton 
Le  Lion 
Le  Contaift 
Le  Sage 
L'Orphee 

Frigates. 

La  Juno 
La  Rofe 
La  Gracieufe 
La  Topaze 
La  Nymphe 

Total 


uns 


84 
74 
74 
74 

64 

<4 

64 
64 
64 


Weight  of 
Metal  en  the 


LowerjUpper 
Deck.lDeck, 


82S 

46 

30 
24 

24 


982 


lb. 

52 
42 
42 

42 

42 
36 

36 
36 
36 
36 
36 
36 


lb. 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 


18 
18 


6800 

300 

250 

18    ;    250 


I'd 
18 


250 

200 


TotalMen 
onEoard 
eachShip 


700 
650 
650 

650 
650 

500 
500 
500. 
500, 
500 
500 
500    100 


250 
150 

50 
150 
150 
100 
100 
100 

iOO 
IOO 

IOO 


55° 


950 

800 
-800 
800 
800 
600 
600 
600 
600 
600 
600 
600 


8350 

300 
250 
250 
250 
200 


8050  1550)  9600 


This  Lift  of  the  French  Ships,  as  given  by  a  French  Officer 
made  a  Prifoner  in  a  Tartan,  the  Morning  of  the  Day  of 
Action.  J 
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thodoxy  ?— Might  not  Mr.  Galiffbnniere  pM4 
take  too  much  of  the  Frailty  of  his  Nation, 
to  give  a  difadvaritageous  Teftimony  of  the 
Succefs  of  its  Arms,  and  of  his  own  Con- 
dudt  and  Valour?  But,  1  believe,  this  is  the 
firft  Inftance  of  a  Britijh  Admiral  being  fa- 
crificed,  unheard,  to  the  Romance  of  ^French 
One.— I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with  any  fur- 
ther Remarks  of  my  own,  on  this  Letter 
from  the  Admiralty,  fince  Mr.  Byng's  An- 
swer will  afford  you  a  much  better  Comment 
than  I  am  able  to  make  upon  it. 


Gibraltar-Bay i  July  4,   1756, 


«  S  1  R, 


«  T)  Y  Sir  Edward  Hawke  I  have  received 
«  v  j  their  Lordfhips  Orders,  and  your 
"  Letter  of  the  8th  of  June,  which  I  have 
"  immediately  complied  with,  and  have  on- 
«  ly  to  exprefs  my  Surprize  at  being  fo  ig- 
"  nominioufly  difmiffed  from  my  Employ- 
"  ment,  in  the  Sight  of  the  Fleet  I  had  com- 
«  manded,  in  Sight  of  the  Garrifon,  and  in 
"  Sight  of  Spain,  at  fuch  a  Time,  in  fuch  a. 
"  Manner,  and  after  fuch  Condudt,  as  I  hope 

«  fhali 


(27) 

*  fliali  fliortly  appear  to  the  whole  World,* 
c<  'Tis  not  now  for  me  to  expoftulate ;  I 
"  flatter  myfelf,  that  Mr.  Weft  and  I  ftiali 
"  make  evident  the  Injury  done  to  our  Cha- 
<c  rasters,  which  I  know  of  nothing  in  the 
"  Power  of  any  Being  whatever  that  can 
€c  attone  for ;  fo  high  an  Opinion  I  have  of 
"  that,  which  was  ever  unfullied  before, 
€C  and  which  I  hope  to  make  appear  has  been 
"  moft  injurioufly  and  wrongfully  attacked 
cc  now,  on  the  Grounds  of  a  falfe  Gafconade 
cc  of  an  open  Enemy  to  our  King  and  Coun- 
"  try,  and  which  would  have  evidently  ap- 
cc  peared,  had  the  poffible  time  been  allow- 
"  ed  for  my  own  Exprefs's  Arrival,  in  which 
"  there  was  nothing  falfe,  nothing  vaunting, 
"  nothing  (hameful,  nor  any  Thing  which 
**  could  have  prevented  our  receiving  his  Ma- 
c*  jefty's  royal  Approbation,  for  having,  with 
cc  a  much  inferior  Force,  fought,  met,  at- 
"  tacked,  and  beat  the  Enemy :  Of  this,  it 
«•  is  needlefs  for  me  to  fay  more  at  prefent, 
"  than  that  I  am  forry  to  find  Mr.  Weft,  with 
"  the  Captains,  Lieutenants,  and  Officers  of 
"  the  Ships  we  had  our  Flags  on  Board  of, 
"  are  to  be  Sufferers  for  what  I  alone,  as 
cc  Commander  in  Chief,  am  anfwerable : 
<c  But  it  is  fo  much  of  a  Piece  with  the  whole 
"  unheard  of  Treatment  I  have  met  with, 
"  that  neither  They,  the  Fleet,   or  .Myfelf 

"  can 
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*  can  be  more  aftonifhed  at  that  particular 


s. 

it  than  at  the  whole 


«  S  I  R, 

rc  Tour  very  humble  Servant, 

sS 

^JE&«.  J— nC— d,  £#; 

You,  Sir,  who  are  fo  difcerning  a  Judge 
of  human  Nature,  will  find  no  Difficulty  to 
difcover  whether  this  is  an  unaffe&ed,  unftu- 
died  Remonftrance,  or  a  difguifed  Artifice  in 
the  Author :  The  Time,  the  Occafion,  and 
the  Circumftances  under  which  it  was  wrote, 
muft  manifeft  them  to  be  the  Expoftulations 
of  a  Man,  rather  confcious  of  Injury  than 
Guilt  $  the  Dictates  of  a  Heart  jealous  of 
Honour,  not  of  a  Head  ftudious  of  Securi- 
ty ;  and  though  it  does  not  amount  to  zpoji- 
tive  Exculpation  of  Guilt,  muft  afford  every 
unprejudiced  Perfon  a  prejumptive  Evidence 
of  Innocence  $ — yet  by  a  peculiar  Fatality  at- 
tending the  Admiral,  this  very  Letter  was  to 
draw  on  him  an  Accumulation  of  Vengeance; 

its 
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its  Smartnefs  (to  ufe  the  Phrafe  of  his  Adver*» 
faries)  was  deemed  a  Kind  of  Treafon  againft 
their  Dignity;  and  a  modeft  Vindication  of 
his  own  Condudt  was  conftrued  into  an  in- 
folent  Impeachment  of  theirs ;  nor,  indeed, 
do  they  feem  to  be  much  out  in  this  Cort- 
ftru&ion  ;  fince  fuch  is  the  Alternative,  that 
what  tends  to  exculpate  the  One,  will  be  no 
very  favourable  Article  towards  the  Juftifica- 
tion  of  the  Other;  and  to  this  critical 
Alternative,  I  fear,  it  is,  we  may  im- 
pute the  whole  unheard  of  "Treatment  Mr* 
Byng  complains  to  have  met  with. 

Though  the  Length  of  this  Letter  may  al- 
ready prove,  how  much  I  am  inclined  to  fa- 
tisfy  your  Curiofity,  I  fhould  ftill  proceed  to 
communicate  fome  farther  Anecdotes  of  this 
important  Affair,  and  convince  you,  that  Dif- 
ingenuity  is  the  lead  Injury  that  has  been  of- 
fered the  Admiral  on  this  Occafion ;  but  as 
thismuft  neceffarily  include  Facls,  effential  to 
his  future  Defence,  Honour  and  Juftice  for- 
bid a  prefent  Difcovery  of  them;  and  as  they 
have  been  intruded  to  me  under  the  Seal  of 
Secrecy,  I  am  perfuaded  I  fhall  not  forfeit 
your  Efteem,  for  not  fuffering  even  our 
Friendship  to  extort  them  from  me;  yet, 
thus  far  I  may  venture  to  hint,  That,  when 
you  (hall  view  this  exploded  Sea-Piece  in 

its 
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Its  original  Purity,  you  will  find  it  very  dif? 
ferent  from  thofe  fallacious  Copies,  which 
have  been  palmed  upoji  the  Public,  by  fome 
proftitute  Pencils,  as  genuine.-^ You  will  find 
there  no  daftardly  Timidity  in  the  Command- 
er, no  Diffatisfa&ion  among  the  Officers  at 
his  Conduct;  yon  will  fee  the  different  Di~ 
vifions  mutually  affifting  each  other  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  Power ;  —  a  Fleet,  bravely 
repuliing  an  Enemy  of  much  greater  Force, 
and  obliging  them  to  feek  for  Safety,  in  the 
Advantage  of  a  fuperior  Speed ;  in  fhort,  you 
will  fee  the  Britijh  Flag  (under  the  moft  dis- 
advantageous Circumftances,  even  from  its 
firft  fetting  out)  performing  all  that  Conduct 
and  Courage  could  effect,  and  then,  obliged 
in  Prudence,  to  wait  for  thofe  Reinforce- 
ments, which  alone  could  infure  its  Security, 
and  render  its  future  Oppofition  of  any  Avail. 
• — This,  I  prefume,  would  afford  you  a  very 
fenfible  Pleafure,  not  from  any  private  or  par. 
tial  Refped  to  Mr.  Byng,  but  from  the  Sa- 
tisfaction to  find,  that  whatever  Lofs  or  Dif- 
honour  the  Nation  may  have  fuftained  from 
this  unfortunate  Affair,  it  is  not  owing  at  leaft 
to  any  Deficiency  of  Naval  Spirit,  on  which 
the  Wealth  and  Glory  of  this  Kingdom  fo  ef» 
fentially  depend*—- But  to  conclude. 

Not- 
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Notwithftanding  theprefent  Din  of  Defa- 
mation, and  fanguinary  Calls  for  Vengeance  j 
I  need  not  warn  a  Ferfon  of  your  Ingenuity, 
to  fufpend  your  Sentence  till,  upon  a  fair  and 
candid  Trial,  the  Admiral  (hall  be  found 
(what  at  prefent  I  have  great  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve him  very  invidioufly  mifreprefented  to 
be)  a  Son,  unworthy  of  his  Father , —  A  Na- 
tive unworthy  of  his  Country,* — and  an  Officer 
unworthy  of  his  Command. 

lam, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 
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AN 

ESSAY 

ON    THE 
LEARNING  of  SHAKESPEARE 

ADDRESSED    TO 

JOSEPH    CRADOCK,   Efq; 


"  PHakespeare,  fays  a  Brother  of  the 
O  Craft \  is  a  vaft  garden  of  criticifm:" 
and  certainly  no  one  can  be  favoured  with 
more  weeders  gratis. 

But  how  often,  my  dear  Sir,  are  weeds  and 
flowers  torn  up  indifcriminately?— the  ravaged 
fpot  is  re-planted  in  a  moment,  and  a  pro- 
fufion  of  critical  thorns  thrown  over  it  for 
fecurity. 

"  A  prudent  man  therefore  would  not  ven- 
ture his  fingers  amongft  them." 

A  Be 
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Be  however  in  little  pain  for  your  friend, 
who  regards  himfelf  fufficiently  to  be  cautious : 
yet  he  afferts  with  confidence,  that  no  im- 
provement can  be  expefred,  whilfl  the  natural 
foil  is  miftaken  for  a  hot-bed,  and  the  Natives 
of  the  banks  of  Avon  are  fcientifically  choked 
with  the  culture  of  exoticks. 

Thus  much  for  metaphor ;  it  is  contrary  to 
the  Statute  to  fly  out  fo  early :  but  who  caa 
tell,  whether  it  may  not  be  demonstrated  by 
fome  critick  or  other,  that  a  deviation  from 
rule  is  peculiarly  happy  in  an  Effay  on 
Shakefpeare  I 

You  have  long  known  my  opinion  con- 
cerning the  literary  acquifitions  of  our  im- 
mortal Dramatift ;  and  remember  how  I  con- 
gratulated myfelf  on  my  coincidence  with  the 
laft  and  beft  of  his  Editors.  I  told  you  how- 
ever, that  his  fmall  Latin  arid  lefs  Greek*  would 
ftill  be  litigated,  and  you  fee  too  affuredly, 
that  I  was  not  miftaken.  The  trumpet  hath 
been  founded  againft  "  the  darling  projedl  of 
reprefenting  Shakefpeare  as  one  of  the  illiterate 

vul- 

u  This  paflage  of  Ben.  Jonfon,  \o  often  quoted,  is 
given  us  in  the  admirable  preface  to  the  late  Edition, 
with  a  various  reading,  "  imali  Latin  and  no-  Greek," 
which  hath  been  held  up  to  the  Publick  for  a  modern 
fophihVication :  yet  whether  an  error  or  not,  it  was 
adopted  above  a  Century  ago-  by  a  Panegynit  on 
Cariwright.  i 
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vulgar;"  and  indeed  to  fo  good  purpofe,  that 
I  would  by  all  means  recommend  the  per- 
former to  the  army  of  the  braying  FaBion, 
recorded  by  Cervantes.  The  teftimony  of  his 
contemporaries  is  again  difputed;  conftant 
tradition  is  oppofed  by  flimfy  arguments ;  and 
nothing  is  heard,  but  confufion  and  nonfenfe. 
One  could  fcarcely  imagine  this  a  topick  very 
likely  to  inflame  the  paffions :  it  is  afferted  by 
Drydeny  that  "  thofe  who  accufe  him  to  have 
wanted  learning,  give  him  the  greateft  com- 
mendation ;"  yet  an  attack  upon  an  article  of 
faith  hath  been  ufually  received  with  more 
temper  and  complacence,  than  the  unfortu- 
nate opinion,  which  I  am  about  to  defend. 

But  let  us  previoufly  lament  with  every 
lover  of  Shakefpeare,  that  the  Queftion  was  not 
fully  difcufTed  by  Mf.  Jolmfon  himfelf:  what 
he  fees  intuitively,  others  mull  arrive  at  by 
a  feries  of  proofs;  and  I  have  not  time  to 
teach  with  precifion:  be  contented  therefore 
with  a  few  curfory  obfervations,  as  they  may 
happen  to  arife  from  the  Chaos  of  Papers, 
you  have  fo  often  laughed  at,  "  a  ftock  Ef- 
ficient to  fet  up  an  Editor  in  form"  I  am 
convinced  of  the  ftrength  of  my  caufe,  and 
fuperior  to  any  little  advantage  from  fo- 
phiftical  arrangements. 

A  2  General 


4  An  ESSAY  on  the 

General  pofitions  without  proofs  will  pro- 
bably have  no  great  weight  on  either  fide,  yet 
it  may  not  feem  fair  to  fupprefs  them  :  take 
them  therefore  as  their  Authors  occur  to  me, 
and  we  will  afterward  proceed  to  particulars. 

The  teftimony  of  Ben.  ftands  foremoft; 
and  many  have  held  it  fufficient  to  decide 
the  controverfy :  in  the  warmeft  Panegyrick, 
that  ever  was  written,  he  apologizes  for  what 
be  fuppofed  the  only  defedt  in  his  "  beloved 
Friend." 


"  Soul  of  the  age  ! 


Th*  applaufe !  delight !  the  wonder  of  our  ftage ! " 

In  truth  the  received  opinion  of  the  pride 
and  malignity  of  Jon/on,  at  leaft  in  the  earlier 
part  of  life,  is  abfolutely  groundlefs :  at  this 
time  fcarce  a  play  or  a  poem  appeared  without 
Bens  encomium, from  the  original  Shake fpeare 
to  the  tranflator  of  Du  Bartas. 

But  Jon/on  is  by  no  means  our  only  au- 
thority. Drayton  the  countryman  and  ac- 
quaintance of  Shakefpeare,  determines  his  ex- 
cellence to  the  natural!  Braine  only.  Digges, 
a  wit  of  the  town  before  Shakefpeare  left  the 
ftage,  is  very  ftrong  to  the  purpofe, 

- — —  "  Nature  only  helpt  him,  for  looke  thorow 
This  whole  book,  thou  (halt  find  he  doth  not  borow 
One  phrafe  from  Greekes,  nor  Latines  imitate, 
Nor  once  from  vulgar  Languages  tranllate." 

Suckling 
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Suckling  oppofes  his  eafier  firain  to  the  fweat 
of  learned  Jonfon.  Denham  affures  us,  that 
all  he  had  was  from  old  Mother-wit.  His 
native  wood-notes  wildy  every  one  remembers 
to  be  celebrated  by  Milton.  Dry  den  obferves 
prettily  enough,  that  "  he  wanted  not  the 
fpeftacles  of  books  to  read  Nature."  He 
came  out  of  her  hand,  as  fome  one  elfe*  ex- 
preffes  it,  like  Pallas  out  of  Jove's  head,  at 
full  growth  and  mature. 

Fuller,  a  diligent  and  equal  fearcher  after 
truth  and  quibbles,  declares  politively,  that 
"  his  learning  was  very  little,  —  that  Nature 
was  all  the  Art  ufed  upon  him,  as  he  him/elf, 
if  alive,  would  confefs."  And  may  we  not  fay/ 
he  did  confefs  it,  when  he  apologized  for  his 
untutored  lines  to  his  noble  patron  the  Earl  of 
Southampton  ?  this  lift  of  witneffes  might  be 
eafily  protrafted ;  but  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  ftiall 
ftand  in  no  need  of  their  evidence. 

One  of  the  firft  and  moft  vehement  aflertors 
of  the  learning  of  Shakejpeare,  was  the  Editor 
of  his  Poems,  the  well-known  Mr.  Gildon; 
and  his  fteps  were  moft  punftually  followed 
by  a  fubfequent  labourer  in  the  fame  depart- 
ment, Dr.  Sewel. 

Mr.  Pope  fuppofed  "  little  ground  for  the 
common  opinion  of  his  want  of  learning : " 

once 
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once  indeed  he  made  a  proper  diftinction  be- 
tween learning  and  languages^  as  I  would  be 
underftood  to  do  in  my  Title-page ;  but  un- 
fortunately he  forgot  it  in  the  courfe  of  his 
difquifition,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him- 
felf,  that  Shakefpeares  acquaintance  with  the 
Ancients  might  be  actually  proved  by  the 
fame  medium  as  Jonforis. 

Mr.  Theobald  is  "  very  unwilling  to  allow 
him  fo  poor  a  fcholar,  as  many  have  laboured 
to  reprefent  him;"  and  yet  is  "  cautious  of 
declaring  too  pofitively  on  the  other  fide  the 
queftion." 

Dr.  Warburton  hath  expofed  the  futility  of 
fome  arguments  from  JufpeSed  imitations; 
and  yet  offers  others,  if  I  miftake  not,  as 
eafily  refuted. 

Mr.  Upton  wonders  cc  with  what  kind  of 
reafoning  any  one  could  be  fo  far  impofed 
upon,  as  to  imagine  that  Shakefpeare  had  no 
learning ;"  and  lafhes  with  much  zeal  and 
fatisfaftion  "  the  pride  and  pertnefs  of  dunces, 
who  under  fuch  a  name  would  gladly  fhelter 
their  own  idlenefs  and  ignorance. " 

Like  the  learned  Knight,  at  every  anomaly 
in  grammar  or  metre, 

1£  H'  hath  hard  words  ready  to  (hew  why, 
And  tell  what  Rule  he  did  it  by." 

Ho\^ 


\ 
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How  would  the  old  Bard  have  been  aftonifh- 
ed  to  have  found,  that  he  had  very  fkilfully 
given  the  trochaic  dimeter  brachycatalettic,  com- 
monly called  the  ithyphallic  meafure  to  the 
Witches  in  Macbeth !  and  that  now  and  then 
a  halting  Verfe  afforded  a  moft  beautiful  in- 
ftance  of  the  Pes  proceleufmaticas  ! 

"  But,  continues  Mr.  Upton,  it  was  a  learn- 
ed age ;  Roger  Afcham  afTures  us,  that  Queen 
'Elizabeth  read  more  Greek  every  day,  than 
fome  Dignitaries  of  the  Church  did  Latin  in 
a  whole  week."  This  appears  very  probable  5 
and  a  pleafant  proof  it  is  of  the  general 
learning  of  the  times,  and  of  Shakefpeare  in 
particular.  I  wonder,  he  did  not  corroborate 
it  with  an  extract  from  her  injunftions  to 
her  Clergy,  that  "  fuch  as  were  but  mean 
Readers  fhould  perufe  over  before  once  or 
twice  the  Chapters  and  Homilies,  to  the  in- 
tent they  might  read  to  the  better  under- 
{landing  of  the  people." 

Dr.  Grey  declares,  that  Shakefpeare 's  know- 
ledge in  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues  cannot 
reafonably  be  called  in  queftion.  Dr.  Dodd 
fuppofes  it  proved,  that  he  was  not  fuch  a 
novice  in  learning  and  antiquity  as  fome  people 
would  pretend.  And  to  clofe  the  whole, 
for  I  fufpeet  you  to  be  tired  of  quotation* 

Mr; 
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Mr.  Whalley,  the  ingenious  Editor  of  Jon/on, 
hath  written  a  piece  expreflly  on  this  fubject: 
perhaps  from  a  very  excufable  partiality,  he 
was  willing  to  draw  Shakefpeare  from  the  field 
of  Nature  to  claffick  ground,  where  alone  he 
Jmew  his  Author  was  able  to  cope  with  him. 
Thefe  criticks,  and  many  others  their  coad- 
jutors, have  fuppofed  themfelves  able  to  trace 
Shakefpeare  in  the  writings  of  the  Ancients ; 
and  have  fometimes  perfuaded  us  of  their 
own  learning,  whatever  became  of  their  Au- 
thor's.    Plagiarifms  have  been  difcovered  in 
every  natural  defcription   and   every  moral 
fentiment.    Indeed  by  the  kind  affiftance  of 
the  various  Excerpt  a,  Sentejitia,  and  Flores,  this 
bufinefs  may  be  effected  with  very  little  ex- 
penfe  of  time  or  fagacity;  as  Addifon  hath 
demonftrated  in  his  Comment  on  Chevy-chace, 
and  Wagliaf  on  Tom  "Thumb :   and  I  myfelf 
will  engage  to  give  you  quotations  from  the 
elder  Englifh  writers  (for  to  own  the  truth,  I 
was  once  idle  enough  to  colled  fuch)  which 
{hall  carry  with  them  at  leaft  an  equal  degree 
of  fimilarity.     But  there  will  be  no  occafion 
to  wafte  any  more  of  our  time  in  this  de- 
partment, whilft  the  world  is  in  poffeffion  of 
the  Marks  of  Imitation. 

*■  Shakefpeare  however  hath  frequent  allu- 

fions 
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fions  to  the  faffs  and  fables  of  antiquity ;'* 
this  is  certainly  true/  and  as  Mat.  Prior  fays, 
to  fave  the  efFufion  of  more  Christian  ink, 
I  will  endeavour  to  fhew,  how  they  came  to 
his  acquaintance. 

It  is  notorious,  that  much  of  his  matter  of 
faff  knowledge  is  deduced  from  Plutarch :  but 
in  what  language  he  read  him,  hath  yet  been 
the  queftion.  Mr.  Upton  is  pretty  confident 
of  his  Ikill  in  the  Original,  and  correfts  ac- 
cordingly the  Errors  of  his  Copyijls  by  the 
Greek  ftandard.  Take  a  few  inftances,  which 
will  elucidate  this  matter  fufficiently. 

In  the  third  A6t  of  Anthony  and  Cleopatra, 
Offavius  reprefents  to  his  Courtiers  the  im- 
perial pomp  of  thofe  illuftrious  lovers,  and 
the  arrangement  of  their  dominion, 


■     ' ■ "  Unto  her 

He  gave  the  'ftablifhment  of  Egypt,  made  her 
Of  lower  Syria,  Cyprus,  Lydia9 
Abfolute  Queen." 

Read  Libya,  fays  the  critick  authoritatively, 
as  is  plain  from  Plutarch,  U^rfjv  psv  aafeppe 
K\so7ToiT()ctv  @ocG-{\i(T(rccv  AlyuffTis  y$  KyV^g  y$  AIBT- 
H£,  y^  KoiXyg  Zuptxg. 

This  is  very  true :  Mr.  Heath  accedes  to  the 
correction,  and  Mr.  John/on  admits  it  into  the 
Text:  but  turn  tg  the  tranflation,  from  the 

B  French 
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French  of  Arnyot,  by  Thomas  North,  1 579,  and 
you  will  at  once  fee  the  origin  of  the  miftake. 
Ct  Firft  of  all  he  did  eftablifh  Cleopatra 
Queene  of  ^Egypt,  of  Cyprus,  of  Lydia,  and 
the  lower  Syria." 

Again  in  the  Fourth  A61, 

«  My  mefienger 

He  hath  whipt  with  rods,  dares  me  to  perfonal  combat, 
Ceefar  to  Anthony.        Let  th'  old  Ruffian  know 
I  have  many  other  ways  to  die ;  mean  time 
Laugh  at  his  challenge." 

"  What  a  reply  is  this,  cries  Mr.  Upton  ? 
*tis  acknowledging  he  fhould  fall  under  the 
unequal  combat.    But  if  we  read, 


"  Let  th'  old  Ruffian  know 


He  hath  many  other  ways  to  die;  mean  time 
/laugh  at  his  challenge." 

We  have  the  poignancy  and  the  very  repartee 
of  Cafar  in  Plutarch? 

This  correction  was  firft  made  by  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer,  and  Mr.  John/on  hath  received 
it.  Moft  indifputably  it  is  the  fenfe  of  Plu~ 
tarchy  and  given  fo  in  the  modern  tranflations  : 
but  Shakefpeare  was  milled  by  the  ambiguity 
of  the  old  one,  cc  Antonius  fent  again  to 
challenge  Cafar  to  fight  him  :  Cafar  anfwer- 
ed,  That  he  had  many  other  ways  to  die, 
than  fo." 

In 
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-  In  the  Third  Aft  of  "Julius  Ccefar,  Anthony 
in   his  well-known  harangue  to  the  people, 
repeats  a  part  of  the  Emperor's  will, 

"  To  every  Roman  citizen  he  gives, 

To  every  fev'ral  man,  feventy  five  drachma's 

Moreover  he  hath  left  you  all  his  walks, 

His  private  arbours,  and  new-planted  orchards, 

On  this  fide  Tyber." 

"  Our  Author  certainly  wrote,  fays  Mr. 
'Theobald,  On  that  fideTyber — 

Trans  Tiberim  —  prope  Caefaris  hortos. 
And  Plutarch,  whom  Shakefpearc  very  diligent- 
ly Jludied  expreflly  declares,  that  he  left  the 
publick  his  gardens  and  walks,  tts^v  tQ  ttotu^ 
beyond  the  TyberT 

This  emendation  likewife  hath  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  fubfequent  Editors ;  but  hear  again 
the  old  Tranflation,  where  Shakefpeare's  Jludy 
lay,  cc  He  bequeathed  unto  every  citizen  of 
Rome,  feventy-five  drachmas  a  man,  and  he 
left  his  gardens  and  arbours  unto  the  people, 
which  he  had  on  this  fide  of  the  river  of 
Tyber."  I  could  furnifh  you  with  many  more 
inftances,  but  thefeare  as  good  as  athoufand. 

Hence  had  our  Author  his  chara<5leriftick 
knowledge  of  Brutus  and  Anthony,  upon  which 
much  argumentation  for  his  learning  hath 
been  founded:  and  hence  literatim  the  Epitaph 
Qn  Timon,  which  it  was  once  prefumed,  he  had 

B  2  cor- 
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corre£ted  from  the  blunders  of  the  Latin  ver- 
fion,  by  his  own  fuperior  knowledge  of  the 
Original. 

c<  But  Shake/pear  e,  perfifts  Mr.  Upton,  hath 
fome  Greek  ExpreJJions"  Indeed !  —  "  We 
have  one  in  Coriolanus, 

„ _ _ «  |t  Js  heJd 

That  valour  is  the  chiefeft  Virtue,  and 
Moft  dignifies  the  Haver" 

and  another  in  Macbeth, 

, , «  My  noble  Partner 

You>  great  with  prefent  grace  and  great  prediction 
Of  noble  having" 

Gr.  ?%Bia»  and  irgog  tov  exoVT°b  *°  ^^e  Haver.** 

This  was  the  common  language  of  Shake- 
fpeares  time.  cc  Lye  in  a  water-bearer's  houfe ! 
fays  Matter  Mat  hew  of  Bobadil,  a  Gentleman 
of  his  havings ! "  and  Daniel  the  Hiftorian 
ufes  the  word  frequently.  Having  feems  to 
be  fynonymous  with  behaviour  in  Douglas  and 
the  elder  Scotch  writers. 

Haver  is  every  where  met  with :  tho'  unfor- 
tunately the  ifyig  tov  exwra  of  Sophocles,  pro- 
duced as  an  authority  for  it,  is  fufpected  by 
Ku/kr,  as  good  a  critick  in  thefe  matters,  to 
have  abfolutely  a  different  meaning. 

But  what  fliall  we  fay  to  the  learning  of 
the  Clown  in  Hamlet,  "  Ay,  tell  me  that,  and 

unyoke  ? 
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unyoke  ?  "  alluding  to  the  BvXvrog  of  the  Greeks: 
and  Homer  and  his  Scholiaft  are  quoted  ac- 
cordingly. 

If  it  be  not  fufficient  to  affert  it,  with 
Dr.  Warburton,  a  phrafe  taken  from  Hus- 
bandry, without  much  depth  of  reading ;  we 
may  produce  it  from  a  Dittie  of  the  work- 
men of  Dover j  preferred  in  the  additions  to 
Hollingjhed, 

<c  My  bow  is  broke,  I  would  unyoke. 
My  foot  is  fore,  I  can  worke  no  more." 

An  expreffion  of  my  Dame  Quickly  is  next 
fattened  upon,  which  you  may  look  for  in 
vain  in  the  modern  text  5  fhe  calls  the  pre- 
tended Fairies  in  the  Merry  Wives  of  Windfor, 

■ "  Orphan  Heirs  of  fixed  Deftiny." 

2nd  how  elegant  is  this,  quoth  Mv.Upton, 
fuppofmg  the  word  to  be  ufed,  as  a  Grecian 
would  have  ufed  it  ?  iatpavog  ab  o^vog  —  aft- 
ing  in  darknefs  and  obfcurity." 

Mr.  Heath  affures  us,  that  the  bare  mention 
of  fuch  an  interpretation,  is  a  fufficient  refu- 
tation of  it :  and  his  critical  word  will  be  rather 
taken  in  Greek  than  in  JLngUJh :  in  the  fame 
hands  therefore  I  will  venture  to  leave  all  our 
author's  knowledge  of  the  Old  Comedy,  and  his 
etymological  learning  in  the  word,  Defdemona* 
3  Sorely 
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Surely  poor  Mr.  Upton  was  very  little 
acquainted  with  Fairies,  notwithftanding  his 
laborious  ftudy  of  Spenfer.  The  laft  authentick 
account  of  them  is  from  our  Countryman, 
Lilly  -,  and  it  by  no  means  agrees  with  the 
learned  interpretation:  for  they  appeared  in 
his  Hurjl  wood  in  a  mojl  illujlrious  Glory,— 
"  and  indeed,  proceeds  the  Sage,  it  is  not 
given  to  very  many  perfons  to  endure  their 
glorious  ajpetfs." 

The  only  ufe  of  tranfcribing  thefe  things, 
is  to  fhow  what  abfurdities  men  for  ever  run 
into,  when  they  lay  down  a  Hypothecs,  and 
afterward  feek  for  arguments  in  the  fupport 
of  it.  What  elfe  could  induce  this  man,  by  no 
means  a  bad  fcholar,  to  doubt  whether  true- 
penny might  not  be  derived  from  T^7tocvov,  and 
quote  upon  us  with  much  parade  an  old 
Scholiaft  on  Arijhphanes  ?  I  will  not  flop  to 
confute  him:  nor  take  any  notice  of  two  or 
three  more  Expreffions,  in  which  he  was 
pleafed  to  fuppofe  fome  learned  meaning  or 
other ;  all  which  he  might  have  found  in  every 
Writer  of  the  time,  or  ftill  more  ealily  in  the 
vulgar  Tranflation  of  the  Bible,  by  confulting 
the  Concordance  of  Alexander  Cruden. 

But  whence  have  we  the  Plot  of  Timon,  ex- 
cept  from  the  Greek  of  Lucian  t  The  Editors 

and 
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and  Criticks  have  been  never  at  a  greater  lofs, 
than  in  their  inquiries  of  this  fort  -,  and  the 
fource  of  a  Tale  hath  been  often  in  vain  fought 
abroad,  which  might  eafily  have  been  found 
at  home  :  My  good  friend,  the  very  ingenious 
Editor  of  the  Reliques  of  ancient  Englijh  Poetry, 
hath  (hewn  our  Author  to  have  been  fome- 
times  contented  with  a  legendary  Ballad. 

The  Story  of  the  Mifanthrope  is  told  in  al- 
moft  every  Collection  of  the  time  $  and  parti- 
cularly in  two  books,  with  which  Shakefpeare 
was  intimately  acquainted ;  the  Palace  ofPlea- 
fure,  and  the  Englijh  Plutarch.  Indeed  from  a 
paflage  in  an  old  Play,  called  Jack  Drums 
Entertainementy  I  conjecture  that  he  had  be- 
fore made  his  appearance  on  the  Stage. 

Were  this  a  proper  place  for  fuch  a  difqui- 
fition,  I  could  give  you  many  cafes  of  this 
kind.  We  are  fent  for  inftance  to  Cinthio  for 
the  Plot  of  Meafure  for  Meafure,  and  Shake- 
fpeares  judgement  hath  been  attacked  for  fome 
deviations  from  him  in  the  condu6t  of  it : 
when  probably  all  he  knew  of  the  matter  was 
from  Madam  Ifabella  in  the  Heptameron  of 
Whetftone.  Ariofio  is  continually  quoted  for 
the  Fable  of  Much  ado  about  Nothing ;  but  I 
fufpedl  our  Poet  to  have  been  fatisfied  with 
the  Geneura  of  Turberville,    As  you  like  it  was 

certainly 
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certainly  borrowed,  if  we  believe  Dr.  Grey,  and 
Mr.  Upton,  from  the  Coke's  Tale  of  Gamelyn  j 
which  by  the  way  was  not  printed  'till  a  cen- 
tury afterwards :  when  in  truth  the  old  Bard, 
who  was  no  hunter  of  M.S.  S.  contented  him- 
felf  with  Dr.  Lodge's  Rofalynd  or  Euphues  Gol- 
den Legacye.  The  Story  of  All's  well  that  ends 
well,  or,  as  I  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  fome- 
times  called.  Loves  labour  wonne,  is  originally  in- 
deed the  property  of  Boccace,b  but  it  came  im- 
mediately to  Shakefpeare  from  Painters  Giletta 
of  Narbon.  Mr.  Langbaine  could  not  conceive, 
whence  the  Story  of  Pericles  could  be  taken, 
"  not  meeting  in  Hiftory  with  any  fuch  Prince 
of  Tyre ;"  yet  his  legend  may  be  found  at  large 
in  old  Gower,  under  the  name  of  Appolynus. 

Pericles  is  one  of  the  Plays  omitted  in  the 
later  Editions,  as  well  as  the  fkft  Folio's,  and 
not  improperly;  tho' it  was  publifhed  many 

years 

b  Our  ancient  Poets  are  under  greater  obligations 
to  Boccace,  than  is  generally  imagined.  Who  would 
fufpecl,  that  Chaucer  hath  borrowed  from  an  Italian 
the  facetious  Tale  of  the  Miller  of  Trumpington  ? 

,  Mr.  Bryden  obferves  on  the  Epic  performance  of 
Palamon  and  Arcite,  a  poem  little  inferior  in  his  opi- 
nion to  the  Iliad  or  the  Mneid,  that  the  name  of  it's 
Author  is  wholly  loft,  and  Chaucer  is  now  become  the 
Original.  But  he  is  miftaken  :  this  likewife  was  the 
work  of  Boccace,  and  printed  at  Ferraram  1475.  I 
have  feen  a  copy  of  it  in  the  noble  Library  of  the 
very  learned  and  communicative  Dr.  AJkew. 
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years  before  the  death  of  Shakefpeare,  with 
his  name  in  the  Title-page.  Aulus  Gellius  in- 
forms us,  that  fome  Plays  are  afcribed  abfo- 
lutely  to  Plautus,  which  he  only  retouched  and 
polifhed;  and  this  is  undoubtedly  the  cafe  with 
our  Author  likewife.  The  revival  of  this  per- 
formance was  probably  his  eariieft  attempt  in 
the  Drama.  I  know,  that  another  of  thefe  dis- 
carded pieces,  the  Yorkjlrire  Tragedy,  hath 
been  frequently  called  fo  -y  but  moil  certainly 
it  was  not  written  by  our  Poet  at  all.  The 
Fad  on  which  it  is  built,  was  perpetrated  no 
fooner  than  1604  :  much  too  late  for  fo  mean 
a  performance  from  the  hand  of  Sbakejpeare* 
Sometimes  a  very  little  matter  dete&s  a 
forgery.  You  may  remember  a  Play  called  the 
Double  FalJJjood,  which  Mr.  Theobald  was  de- 
firous  of  palming  upon  the  world  for  a  poft- 
humous  one  of  Shakefpeare :  and  I  fee,  it  is 
reckoned  as  fuch  in  the  laft  Edition  of  the 
Bodleian  Catalogue.  Mr.  Pope  himfelf,  in  a 
Letter  to  Aaron  Hill,  fuppofes  it  of  that  age ; 
but  a  miftaken  accent  determines  it  to  be 
modern, 

, __.  «  This  late  example 

Of  bafe  Henriquez,  bleeding  in  me  now, 
From  each  good  AfpeR  takes  away  my  truft." 

And  in  another  place, 

"  You  have  an  dfpeft>  Sir,  of  wondrous  wifdom." 

C  Thq 
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The  wov&Afpefi,  you  perceive,  is  here  accent- 
ed on  the  firfl:  Syllable,  which,  I  am  confident, 
was  never  the  cafe  in  the  time  of  Shakefpeare-, 
tho*  it  may  fometimes  appear  to  be  fo,  by  not 
obferving  the  Elifion  of  a  preceding  one.c 

Some  of  the  profefled  Imitators  of  our  old 
Poets  have  not  attended  to  this  and  many 
other  Minutiae:  I  could  point  out  to  you  fe- 
veral  performances  in  the  refpedtive  Styles  of 
Chaucer,  Spenfer,  and  Shakejpeare,  which  the 
imitated  Bard  could  not  poffibly  have  either 
read  or  conftrued. 

But  to  return,  as  we  fay  on  other  occafions. 
— —  Perhaps  the  Advocates  for  Shakejpeare9^ 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  language  may  be  more 
fuccefsful.  Mr.  Gildon  takes  the  Van.  cc  It  is 
plain,  that  He  was  acquainted  with  the  Fables 
of  antiquity  very  well :  that  fome  of  the  Ar- 
rows of  Cupid  are  pointed  with  Lead,  and 
others  with  Gold,  he  found  in  Ovid;  and 
what  he  fpeaks  of  Dido,  in  Virgil :  nor  do  I 
know  any  tranflation  of  thefe  Poets  fo  an- 
cient as  Shakejpeare  %  time."  The  paffages  on 
which  thefe  fagacious  remarks  are  made,  occur 
in  the  Midfummer  Night's  Dream;  and  exhi- 
bit, 

c  Thus  a  line  in  Hamlet's  defcription  of  the  Player, 
"  Tears  in  his  eyes,  diftra&ion  in  his  afpedh" 
fhovild  be  printed  as  in  the  old  Folio's, 

"  Tears  in  his  eyes,  diftra&ion  in's  afpeft." 
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bit,  we  fee,  a  clear  proof  of  acquaintance 
with  the  Latin  Clafficks.  But  we  are  not  an- 
fwerable  for  Mr.  Gildons  ignorance;  he  might 
have  been  told  of  Caxton  and  Douglas,  of  Sur- 
rey and  Stanyhurft,  of  Phaer  and  Twyne,  of  Flem- 
ing and  Golding!  but  thefe  fables  were  eafily 
known  without  the  help  of  either  the  origi- 
nals or  the  tranflations.  The  Fate  of  Dido 
had  been  fung  very  early  by  Chaucer,  Gower* 
and  Lydgate -,  and  Cupid's  arrows  appear  with 
their  characleriftick  differences  in  Surrey,  in 
Sidney,  in  Spenfer,  and  every  Sonetteer  of  the 
time.  Nay,  their  very  names  were  exhibited 
long  before  in  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rofe :  a  work, 
you  may  venture  to  look  into,  notwithftand- 
ing  Mr.  Prynne  hath  fo  pofitively  allured  us, 
on  the  word  of  John  Gerfon,  that  the  Author 
is  moft  certainly  damned,  if  he  did  not  care 
of  a  ferious  repentance. 

Mr.  Whalley  argues  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
with  the  fame  fuccefs.  He  thinks  a  paifage  in 
the  Tempefl, 

"  Great  Juno  comes ;  I  know  her  by  her  Gait." 

A  remarkable  inftance  of  Shakejpeares  know- 
ledge of  the  ancient  Poetick  ftory;  and  that, 
the  hint  was  furnifhed  by  the  Divum  incedo 
Regina  of  Virgil. 

You  know,  honeft  John  "Taylor \  the  Water- 
C  z  poet. 
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poet,  declares  that  he  never  learn  d  his  Accidence, 
and  that  Latin  and  French  were  to  him  Heathen- 
Greek  -,  yet  by  the  help  of  Mr.  JVhallefs  argu- 
ment, I  will  prove  him  a  learned  Man,  in 
fpite  of  every  thing,  he  may  fay  to  the  con- 
trary :  for  thus  he  makes  a  Gallant  addrefs 
his  Lady, 

"  Molt  ineftimable  Magazine  of  Beauty  — 
in  whom  the  Port  and  Majefty  of  Juno,  the 
Wifdom  of  Jove's  braine-bred  Girle,  the  Fea- 
ture of  Cytherea, d  &c.  have  their  domeftical 
habitation ." 

In  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  we  have  an  oath 
cc  By  two-headed  Janus-"  and  here,  fays  Dn 
Warburton,  Shakefpeare  {hows  his  knowledge 
in  the  Antique :  and  fo  again  does  the  Water- 
poet,  who  defcribes  Fortune 

"  Like  a  Janus  with  a  double  face." 

But 

6  This  paflage  recalls  to  my  memory  a  very  ex- 
traordinary fact.  A  few  years  ago,  at  a  great  Court 
on  the  Continent,  a  Countryman  of  our's  of  high 
rank  and  character,  exhibited  with  many  other  Can- 
didates his  compli  mental  Epigram  on  the  Birth-day, 
and  carried  the  prize  in  triumph, 

"  O  Regina  orbis  prima  &  pulcherrima:  ridens 
Es  Venus,  incedens  Juno,  Minerva  loquens." 
Literally  ftolen  from  Angerianus, 

u  Tres  quondam  nudas  videt  Priameius  heros 
Luce  deas  :  video  tres  quoque  luce  deas. 

Hoc  majus  ;  tres  uno  in  corpore:  Ccelia  ridens 
Eft  Venus,  incedens  Juno,  Minerva  loquens" 

4 
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'  But  Shakefpeare  hath  fomewhere  a  Latin 
•Motto,  quoth  Dr.  Sewel;  and  fo  hath  John 
'Taylor,  and  a  whole  Poem  upon  it  into  the 
bargain. 

You  perceive,  my  dear  Sir,  how  vague  and 
indeterminate  fuch  arguments  mull  be :  I  am 
forry  to  trouble  you  with  trifles,  yet  what  muft 
be  done,  when  grave  men  infift  upon  them  ? 

It  fhould  feem  to  be  the  opinion  of  fome 
modern  criticks,  that  the  perfonages  of  claf- 
fick  land  began  firft  to  be  known  in  England 
in  the  time  of  Shakefpeare  5  or  rather,  that  he 
particularly  had  the  honour  of  introducing 
them  to  the  notice  of  his  countrymen. 

For  inftance,  —Rumour,  painted  full  of  tongues  f 
gives  us  a  Prologue  to  one  of  the  parts  of  Henry 
the  Fourth;  and,  fays  Dr.  Dodd,  Shakefpeare 
had  doubtlefs  a  view  to  either  Virgil's  or  Ovid's 
defcription  of  Fame. 

But  why  fo  ?  Stephen  Hawes  in  his  Pafime 
cfPleafure  had  long  before  exhibited  her  in 
the  fame  manner, 

"  A  goodly  Lady  envyroned  about 
With  tongues  of  fyre." 

and  fo  had  Sir  Thomas  More  in  one  of  his 
Pageants, 

"  Fame  I  am  called,  mervayle  you  nothing 
Though  with  tonges  I  am  compared  all  rounder" 

not 
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not  to  mention  her  elaborate  Portrait  by 
John  Higgins,  in  his  Legend  of  King  Alba*- 
naBe. 

Thus  likewife  every  word  of  antiquity  is 
to  be  cut  down  to  the  claffical  ftandard. 

In  a  Note  on  the  Prologue  to  Troilus  and 
CreJJida,  Mr.  Theobald  informs  us,  that  the 
very  names  of  the  gates  of  Troy,  have  been 
barbaroufly  demolifhed  by  the  Editors  :  and 
a  deal  of  learned  duft  he  makes  in  fetting 
them  right  again;  much  however  to  Mr. 
Heath's  fatisfa&ion.  But  had  he  looked  into 
the  Troy  boke  of  Lydgate,  inftead  of  puzzling 
himfelf  with  Dares  Phrygius,  he  would  have 
found  this  horrid  demolition  to  have  been 
neither  the  work  of  Shake/pear e  nor  his  Editors. 

Mr.  Upton,  not  contented  with  Heathen 
learning,  when  he  finds  it  in  the  text,  will 
neceffarily  fuper-add  it,  when  it  happens  to  be 
wanting;  becaufe  Shakefpeare  moft  certainly 
intended  it  I 

In  Much  ado  about  Nothing,  Don  Pedro  fays 
of  BenediB,  "He  hath  twice  or  thrice  cut 
Cupids  bow-ftring,   and  the  little  Hangman. 
dare  not  {hoot  at  him/' 

This  mythology  the  critick  does  not  recoi- 
led in  the  Ancients,  and  therefore  doubts 
not,  but  his  Author  wrote  "  Henchman,  i.  ea 
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Page,  Pnfio :  and  this  word  feeming  too  hard 
for  the  Printer,  he  tranflated  the  little  Urchin 
into  a  Hangman y  a  chara&er  no  way  belong- 
ing to  him." 

But  this  charadter  was  not  borrowed  from 
the  Ancients ;  it  came  from  the  Arcadia  of  Sir 
Philip  Sidney  : 

"  Millions  of  yeares  this  old  drivell  Cupid  lives ; 

While  ftill  more  wretch,  more  wicked  he  doth  prove ; 

Till  now  at  length  that  Jove  him  office  gives, 

(At  Juno's  fuite  who  much  did  Argus  love) 
In  this  our  world  a  Hangman  for  to  be 
Of  all  thofe  fooles  that  will  have  all  they  fee." 

I  know  it  may  be  objefted  on  the  authority 
of  fuch  Biographers,  as  Theophilus  Cibber,  and 
the  writer  of  the  Life  of  Sir  Philip,  prefixed 
to  the  modern  Editions  -,  that  the  Arcadia  was 
not  publifhed  before  16 13,  and  confequently 
too  late  for  this  imitation:  but  I  have  a  Copy 
in  my  ownpofleffion,  printed  for  W.  Ponfon&ie, 
1590,  £to.  though  it  hath  efcaped  the  notice 
of  the  induftrious  Ames,  and  the  reft  of  our 
typographical  Antiquaries. 

Our  excellent  friend  Mr.  Hurd  hath  en- 
deavoured to  faften  only  one  imitatron  on 
Shakefpeare:  which  hath  been  infifted  upon 
likewife  by  Mr.  Upton  and  Mr.  Wballey.  You 
remember  it  in  the  famous  Speech  of  Claudio 
in  Meafurefor  Meafure* 

Moft 
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Moft  certainly  the  Idea  of  the  "  Spirit  bath- 
ing in  fiery  floods,"  or  of  refiding  "  in  thrilling 
regions  of  thick-ribbed  ice,"  is  not  original 
to  our  Poet  j  which  is  the  whole,  that  is 
wanted  for  the  argument :  but  I  am  not  fure, 
that  they  came  from  the  Platonick  hell  of 
Virgil.  The  Monks  alfo  had  their  hot  and 
their  cold  Hell,  "  the  fyrfle  is  fyre  that  ever 
brenneth,  and  never  gyveth  lighte,  fays  an 
old  Homily:  —  The  feconde  is  paflyng  colde, 
that  yf  a  greate  hylle  of  fyre  were  caft  therin, 
it  fhold  torne  to  yce."  One  of  their  Legends, 
well  remembered  in  the  time  of  Shakefpeare, 
gives  us  a  Dialogue  between  a  Bifliop  and  a 
Soul  tormented  in  a  piece  of  iee,  which  was 
brought  to  cure  a  brenning  heate  in  his  foot : 
take  care,  that  you  do  not  interpret  this  the 
Gouty  for  I  remember  Menage  quotes  a  Canon 
upon  us, 

"  Si  quis  dixerit  Epifcopum/wfc^rtf  laborare,  Anathema  fit." 
Another  tells  us  of  the  Soul  of  a  Monk 
fattened  to  a  Rock,  which  the  winds  were  t<> 
blow  about  for  a  twelvemonth,  and  purge  of 
it's  Enormities.  Indeed  this  doctrine  was  be- 
fore now  introduced  intopoetick  fi6lion,  as  you 
may  fee  in  a  Poem  <c  where  the  Lover  declar- 
eth  his  pains  to  exceed  far  the  pains  of  Hell," 
among  the  many  mifcellaneous  ones  fubjoined 

to 
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to  the  Works  of  Surrey :  of  which  you  will 
foon  have  a  beautiful  Edition  from  the  able 
hand  of  my  Friend  Mr.  Percy.  Nay,  a  very 
learned  and  inquifitive  Brother-Antiquary 
hath  obferved  to  me,  on  the  authority  of 
Blefkenius,  that  this  was  the  ancient  opinion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Iceland,  who  were  cer- 
tainly very  little  read  either  in  the  Poet  or  the 
Philofopher. 

But  to  come  nearer  to  the  purpofe,  what  will 
you  fay,  if  I  can  fhow  you,  that  Shakejpeare, 
when,  in  the  favourite  phrafe,  he  had  a  Latin 
Claffick  in  his  Eye,  moll  affuredly  made  ufe 
of  a  Tranflation. 

Profpero  in  the  Tempeji  begins  the  Addrefs 
to  his  Spirits, 

"  Ye  Elves  of  Hills,  of  (landing  Lakes,  and  Groves.** 

This  fpeech,  Dr.  Warburton  rightly  obferves 
to  be  borrowed  from  Medea 's  in  Ovid:  and 
it  proves,  fays  Mr.  Holt,  beyond  contradiction, 
that  Shakefpeare  was  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  Sentiments  of  the  Ancients  on  the  Subje6i 
of  Inchantments.  The  original  lines  are  thefe, 

"  Aurasque,  &  venti,  montefque,  amnefque,  lacufque, 
Diique  omnes  nemorum,  diique  omnes  no<5tis  adefte." 

The  tranflation  of  which  by  Golding  is  by  no 

means  literal,   and  Shakefpeare  hath   clofely 

followed  it ; 

D  "  Ye 
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"  Ye  Ayres  and  Winds  ;  Te  Elves  of  Hills,  of  Brookes, 

of  Woods  alone, 
Of  flandlng  Lakes,  and  of  the  Night  approche  ye  everych 

one." 

I  think  it  is  unnecefiary  to  purfue  this  any 
further,  -efpecially  as  more  powerful  argu- 
ments await  us. 

In  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  the  Jew,  as  an 
apology  for  his  behaviour  to  Anthonio,  re- 
hearfes  many  Sympathies  and  Antipathies  for 
which  no  reafon  can  be  rendered, 

"  Some  love  not  a  gaping  Pig 

And  others  when  a  Bagpipe  fings  i'th'  nofe 
Cannot  contain  their  urine  for  affection," 

This  incident,  Dr.  Warhnrton  fuppofes  to 
be  taken  from  a  paffage  in  Scaligers  Exerci- 
tations  agzmtt:  Cardan,  cc  Narrabo  tibi  jocofam 
Sympathiam  Reguli  Vafconis  Equitis :  Is  dum 
viveret  audito  Phormingis  fono,  urinam  illico 
facere  cogebatur."  And,  proceeds  the  Do6k>r, 
to  make  this  jocular  ftory  ftill  more  ridiculous, 
Shakefpeare,  I  fuppofe,  tranflated  Phorminx  by 
Bagpipes. 

Here  we  feem  fairly  caught  -,  forScaligtrswork 
was  never,  as  the  term  goes,  done  into  Englijh. 
But  luckily  in  an  old  book  tranflated  from  the 
French  of  Peter  Le  Loier,  entitled,  A  treatife  of 
SpecJers,  or  Jtrmmge  Sights,  &c.  we  have  this 

identical 
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identical  Story  from  Scaliger :  and  what  is 
ftill  more,  a  marginal  Note  gives  us  in  all 
probability  the  very  fa6t  alluded  to,  as  well 
as  the  word  of  Shakejpearc,  <£  Another  Gentle- 
man of  this  quality  liued  of  late  in  Deuon 
neere  Excefter,  who  could  not  endure  the 
playing  on  a  Bagpipe'* 

A  word  in  Queen  Catherines  Chara&er  of 
Wolfey,  in  Henry  the  8th,  is  brought  by  the 
Dodtor  as  another  argument  for  the  learning 
of  Shakefpeare. 

"  He  was  a  man 

Of  an  unbounded  Stomach,  ever  ranking 
Himfelf  with  Princes  ;  one  that  by  Suggejiion 
Ty'd  all  the  kingdom.     Simony  was  fair  play. 
His  own  opinion  was  his  law.  i'th'  prefence 
He  would  fay  untruths,  and  be  ever  double 
Both  in  his  words  and  meaning.    He  was  never 
But  where  he  meant  to  ruin,  pitiful. 
His  promifes  were,  as  he  then  was,  mighty; 
But  his  performance,  as  he  now  is,  nothing. 
Of  his  own  body  he  was  ill,  and  gave 
x      The  Clergy  ill  example." 

The  word  Suggejiion,  fays  the  Critick,  is 
here  ufed  with  great  propriety,  and  feeming 
knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue.  And  he  pro- 
ceeds to  fettle  the  fenfe  of  it  from  the  late  Ro- 
man writers  and  their  glojers  :  but  Shakefpeare s 
knowledge  was  from  Holingjhedy  he  follows 
him  verbatim, 

Da  -         *  This 
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(<  This  Cardinal  was  of  a  great  ftomach, 
for  he  compted  himfelf  equal  with  princes, 
and  by  craftie  Sugge/lion  got  into  his  hands 
innumerable  treafure :  he  forced  little  on  fi- 
monie,  and  was  not  pitiful!,  and  flood  affec- 
tionate in  his  own  opinion  :  in  open  prefence 
he  would  lie  and  feie  untruth,  and  was  double 
both  in  fpeech  and  meaning  :  he  would  pro- 
mife  much  and  performe  little :  he  was  vicious 
of  his  bodie,  and  gaue  the  clergie  euil  ex- 
ample." And  it  is  one  of  the  articles  of 
his  Impeachment  in  Dr.  Fiddes  Collections, 
"  That  the  faid  Lord  Cardinal  got  a  Bull  for 
the  fuppreffing  certain  houfes  of  Religion,  by 
his  untrue  Suggejlion  to  the  Pope." 

Perhaps  after  thefe  quotations,  you  may 
not  think,  that  Sir  Thomas  Hanmers  conjeCiure, 
who  reads  Tyth'd  inftead  of  Tyd  in  the  above 
paffage,  deferves  quite  fo  much  of  Dr.  War- 
burtons  feverity.    . 

Mr.  Upton  and  fome  other  Criticks  have 
thought  it  very  fcholar-like  in  Hamlet  to 
fwear  the  Centinels  on  his  Sword:  but  this  is 
for  ever  met  with.  In  Hieronymo,  for  inftance, 
the  common  Butt  of  our  Author  and  the 
Wits  of  the  time,  fays  Lorenzo  to  Pedringano, 

"  Swear  on  this  crofs,  that  what  thou  fayft  is  true  — 
But  if  I  prove  thee  perjured  and  unjuft, 

2  This 
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This  very  /word,  whereon  thou  took'ft  thine  oath 
Shall  be  the  worker  of  thy  Tragedy  !" 

And  in  Dekkers  Satiro-maftix,  or  the  TJntruf 
fmg  of  the  humourous  Poet>  Sir  Rees  ap  Vaaghan 
fwears  in  the  fame  manner.  We  have  there- 
fore no  occafion  to  go  with  Mr.  Garrick  as 
far  as  the  French  of  Brantome  to  illuftrate  this 
ceremony. 

A  ftronger  argument  hath  been  brought 
from  the  Plot  of  Hamlet.  Dr.  Grey  and  Mr. 
Whalley  affure  us,  that  for  this  Shakefpeare 
muft  have  read  Saxo  Grammaticus  in  the  Ori- 
ginal, for  no  translation  hath  been  made  into 
any  modern  Language.  But  the  misfortune 
is,  that  he  did  not  take  it  from  Saxo  at  all  -,  a 
Novel  called  the  Hijiorie  of  Hamblet  was  his 
original :  a  fragment  of  which,  in  black  Letter \ 
I  have  feen  in  the  hands  of  a  very  curious  and 
intelligent  Gentleman,  to  whom  the  lovers  of 
Shakefpeare  will  fome  time  or  other  owe  great 
obligations. 

Mr.  Colman,  in  the  Preface  to  his  elegant 
Tranflation  of  Terence,  hath  offered  fome  ar- 
guments againft  us :  which  have  been  retailed 
with  much  confidence,  fince  the  appearancq 
of  Mr.  Johnfons  Edition. 

"  Befides  the  refemblance  of  particular  paf- 
fages  fcattered  up  and  down  in  different  plays, 

it 


x3o  An  ESSAY  on   the 

it  is  well  known,  that  the  Comedy  of  Errors- is 
in  great  meafure  founded  on  the  Menachmi 
of  Plautus -,  but  I  do  not  recolleft  ever  to 
have  feen  it  obferved,  that  the  difguife  of  the 
Pedant  in  the  Teaming  of  the  Shrew,  and  his 
sffuming  the  name  and  chara&er  of  Vincentio, 
feem  to  be  evidently  taken  from  the  difguife 
of  the  Sycophanta  in  the  Trinummus  of  the  faid 
Author  -,  and  there  is  a  quotation  from  the 
Eunuch  of  Terence  alfo,  fo  familiarly  intro- 
duced into  the  Dialogue  of  the  'Taming  of  the 
-Shrew,  that  I  think  it  puts  the  queftion  of 
Shakefpeares  having  read  the  Roman  Comick 
Poets  in  the  original  language  out  of  all 
doubt, 

Redime  te  captum,  quam  queas,  mlnimo." 
With  refpect  to  refemblances,  I  fhall  not 
trouble  you  any  further. —that  the  Comedy 
of  Errors  is  founded  on  the  Menachmi,  it  is 
notorious:  nor  is  it  lefs  fo,  that  a  Tranfla- 
tion  of  it  by  W.  W.  perhaps  William  Warner, 
the  Author  of  Albions  England,  was  extant  in 
the  time  of  Shakefpeares  tho'  Mr. Upton  and 
fome  other  advocates  for  his  learning  have 
cautioufly  dropt  the  mention  of  it.  Befides 
this,  in  the  Gejla  Grayorum,  the  Chriflmas 
Revels  of  the  Grays-Inn  Gentlemen,  1594, 
«  a  Comedy  of  Errors  like  to  Plautus  his  Me- 

neckmus 
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nechmus  was  played  by  the  Players."  And  the 
fame  hath  been  fufpefted,  to  be  the  good/ie 
Comedie  of  Plaatia  a6ted  at  Greenwich  before 
the  King  and  Queen  in  1520,  as  we  learn 
from  Hall  and  Hollingfied ;  Riccoboni  highly 
compliments  the  Englijlo  on  opening  their 
flage  fo  well  5  but  unfortunately,  Cavendi/h 
in  his  Life  of  Wolfey\  calls  it,  an  excellent  In- 
terlude in  Latine.  About  the  fame  time  how- 
ever it  was  exhibited  mGcrman  ztNuremburghy 
by  the  celebrated  Hanffach  the  Shoemaker. 

But  a  character  in  the  Taming  of  the  Shrew  is 
borrowed  from  the  Trinummus,  and  no  transla- 
tion of  that  was  extant. 

If  Mr.  Colman  had  met  with  an  old 
Comedy,  called  Suppofes,  tranflated  from  Ari- 
ojlo  by  George  Gafcoigne,  he  would  not  have 
appealed  to  Plant  us.  Thence  Shakefpeare  bor- 
rowed this  part  of  the  Plot,  and  indeed  fome  of 
the  phrafeology,  though  Theobald  pronounces 
it  his  own  invention  :  here  likewife  he  found 
the  name  of  Petruchio.  My  young  Matter 
and  his  Man  exchange  habits  and  characters, 
and  oblige  a  Sciennefe  to  reprefent  the  Father, 
exactly  as  in  the  Taming  of  the  Shrew,  byper- 
faading  him  of  the  danger  of  his  coming 
from  Scienna  to  Ferrara}  contrary  to  the  order 
of  the  government. 

Still, 
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Still,  Sbakefpeare  quotes  a  line  from  the 
Eunuch  of  Terence :  by  memory  too,  and  what 
is  more,  "  purpofely  alters  it,  in  order  to  bring 
the  fenfe  within  the  compafs  of  one  line." 

I  could  cut  the  knot  by  faying  fomewhat 
againft  Sbakefpeare  $  property  in.  this  part  of 
the  Play ;  but  at  prefent  be  contented  with 
Mr.  John  fori  s  obfervation,  "  Our  Author  had 
this  line  from  Lilly,  which  I  mention  that  it 
may  not  be  brought  as  an  argument  of  his 
learning." 

But  how,  cries  an  unprovoked  Antagonift, 
can  you  take  upon  you  to  fay,  that  he  had  it 
from  Lilly y  and  not  from  Terence?  I  will 
anfwer  for  Mr.  John/on,  who  is  above  an- 
fwering  for  himfelf.  —  Becaufe  it  is  quoted 
as  it  appears  in  the  Grammarian,  and  not  as 
it  appears  in  the'  Poet.  —  and  thus  we  have 
done  with  the  purpofed  alteration.  Udall  like- 
wife  in  his  Flour es  for  Latin  fpeaking,  gathered 
oute  of  Terence  1560,  reduces  the  paflage  to 
one  line,  and  fubjoins  a  Tranilation. 

But  the  (heet-anchor  holds  faft :  Sbakefpeare 
himfelf  hath  left  fome  Tranflations  from 
Ovid.  The  Epiftles,  fays  One,  of  Paris  and 
Helen  give  a  fufficient  proof  of  his  acquaint- 
ance with  that  poet  5  and  it  may  be  concluded, 
fays  Another,  that  he  v/as  a  competent  judge 

of 
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of  other  Authors,  who  wrote  in  the  fame 
language. 

This  hath  been  the  univerfal  cry,  from 
Mr.  Pope  hhnfelf  to  the  Criticks  of  yefterday. 
Poffibly,  however  the  Gentlemen  will   hefi- 
tate  a  moment,  if  we  tell  them,  that  Shake- 
fpearewzs  not  the  Author  of  thefe  Tranflations. 
Let  them  turn  to  a  forgotten  book,  by  Thomas 
Heywood,  called  Britaines  Troy,  printed  by  W. 
Jaggard  in  1609;  and  they  will  find  thefe 
identical  Epiftles,  "  which  being  fo  pertinent 
to  our  Hiftorie,  fays  Heywood,  I  thought  ne- 
ceffarie  to  tranflate."     How  then  came  they 
afcribed  to  Shakefpeare  f  I  will  tell  them  that 
likewife.    The  fame  voluminous  Writer  pub- 
lifhed  in  161 2,  an  apology  for  ABors,  and  in 
an  Appendix  dire£ted  to  his  new  Printer  Nic* 
Okesy   he  accufes   his  old  One,  Jaggard,   of 
"  taking  the  two  Epiftles  of  Paris  to  Helen, 
and  Helen  to  Paris,  and  printing  them  in  a 
lefs  volume  under  the  name  of  Another :  — ■ 
but  he  was  much  offended  with  Mailer  Jag- 
gard, that  altogether  unknowne  to  him,  he 
had  prefumed  to  make  fo  bold  with  his  Name." 
In  the  fame  work  of  Heywood  are  all  the  other 
Tranflations,  which  have  been  printed  in  the 
modern  Editions  of  the  Poems  of  Shakefpeare. 
You  now  hope  for  land :  We  have  feen 

E  through 
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through  little  matters,  but  what  muft  be 
done  with  a  whole  book?  in  1751,  was  re- 
printed "  A  compendious  or  briefe  examina- 
tion of  certayne  ordinary  complaints  of  diuers 
of  our  Countrymen  in  thefe  our  days  :  which 
although  they  are  in  fome  parte  unjuft  and 
friuolous,  yet  are  they  all  by  way  of  Dialogue 
throughly  debated  and  difcuffed  by  William 
Shakefpeare,  Gentleman." 

This  extraordinary  piece  was  originally 
printed  in  1581,  and  dedicated  by  the  Author, 
"  To  the  moft  vertuous  and  learned  Lady, 
his  moft  deare  and  foveraigne  Princefle, 
Elizabeth',  being  inforced  by  her  Majefties 
late  and  Angular  clemency  in  pardoning  cer- 
tayne his  unduetifull  mifdemeanour."  And- 
by  the  modern  Editors  to  the  late  King,  as 
<c  a  Treatife  compofed  by  the  moft  extenfive 
and  fertile  Genius,  that  ever  any  age  or  nation 
produced/' 

Here  we  join  iffue  with  the  Writers  of  that 
excellent  work,  the e  Biographia  Britann,ica :  if,, 

fay 

e  I  muft  however  correal  a  remark  tn  the  life  of 
Spenfer,  which  is  impotently  levelled  at  the  firit  Cri- 
trcks  of*  the  age.  It  is  obferved  from  the  correfpon- 
dence  of  Spenfer  and  Gabriel  Harvey,  that  the  Plan  of 
the  Fairy  Queen  was  laid,  and  part  of  it  executed  in 
1580,  three  years  before  the  J 'eruj ale m  of  Tajja  was 
printed  :  hence  appears  the  impertinence  of  all  the 

apolo- 
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fay  they,  this  piece  could  be  written  by  our 
Poet,  it  would  be  abfolutely  decifive  in  the 
difpute  about  his  learning ;  for  many  quota- 
tions appear  in  it  from  the  Greek  and  Latin 
Clafficks. 

The  concurring  circumftances  of  the  Name, 
and  the  Mi/demeanor,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  old  Story  of  Deer-Jlealing,  feem  fairly 
to  challenge  our  Poet  for  the  Author :  but 
they  hefitate.  His  claim,  they  obferve,  ap- 
pears to  be  confuted  by  the  date  158 1,  and 
the  long  experience,  which  the  Author  talks 
of.  But  I  will  not  keep  you  in  fufpence :  the 
book  was  not  written  by  Shakefpeare. 

Strype  calls  the  Writer  fome  learned  Man, 
and  this  gave  me  the  firft  fufpicion.  I  knew 
very  well,  that  honeft  John  did  not  wafte  his 
time  with  fuch  baggage  books  as  Plays  and 
Poems ;  yet  I  muft  fuppofe,  that  he  had  heard 
of  the  name  of  Shakefpeare.  After  a  while  I 
met  with  the  original  Edition.  Here  in  the 
Title-page  and  at  the  End  of  the  Dedication 

appear 

apologies  for  his  choice  of  Ariofto's  manner  in  prefer- 
ence to  Tajfo's ! 

But  the  fad  is  not  true  with  refped  to  Tajfo. 
Manfo  and  Niceron  inform  us,  that  his  Poem  was  pub- 
hfhed  though  imperfeclly  in  1574  *,  and  I  myfelf  can 
allure  the  Biographer,  that  I  have  met  with  at  lead 
fix  more  Editions,  preceding  his  date  for  it's  firft 
publication, 

E2 
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appear  only  the  Initials,  W.  S.  Gent,  and  pre- 
fently  I  was  informed  by  Anthony  Wood,  that 
the  book  in  queftion  was  written,  not  by 
William  Shakefpeare,  but  by  William  Stafford, 
Gentleman :  which  at  once  accounted  for  the 
Mi/demeanor  in  the  Dedication*  For  Stafford 
had  been  at  that  time,  and  was  indeed  after-, 
ward,  as  Camden  and  the  other  Annalifts  in- 
form us,  concerned  with  fome  of  the  many 
confpirators  againft  that  Queen;  which  he 
properly  calls  his  unduetifull  behaviour. 

I  hope  by  this  time,  that  any  One  open  to 
conviftion  may  be  nearly  fatisfied  -,  and  I  will 
promife  to  give  you  on  this  head  very  little 
more  trouble. 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Warton  in  his  Life  of 
Dr.  Bathurft,  hath  favoured  us  with  fome 
hearfay  particulars  concerning  Shakefpeare  from 
a  MS.  of  Aubreys,  which  had  been  in  the 
hands  of  Wood  -,  and  I  ought  not  to  fupprefs 
them,  as  the  laft  feems  to  make  againft  my 
doftrine.  They  came  originally,  I  find  on 
confuiting  the  MS.  from  one  Mr.  Beejlon : 
and  I  am  fure  Mr.  Warton,  whom  I  have  the 
honour  to  call  my  Friend,  will  be  in  no  pain 
about  their  credit. 

"  William  Shakefpeare'*  Father  was  a  Butcher, 
«r-  while  he  was  a  Boy  he  exercifed  his  Fa- 
ther's 
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ther's  trade,  but  when  he  killed  a  Calf,  he 
would  do  it  in  a  high  ftile,  and  make  a  fpeech* 
This  William    being    inclined   naturally    to 
Poetry  and  A6ting,  came  to  London,  I  guefs, 
about  eighteen,  and  was  an  A&or  in  one  of ' 
the  Playhoufes,  and  did  aft  exceedingly  well.  \ 
He  began  early  to  make  Eflays  in  dramatiqije 
Poetry. — The  humour  of  the  Conftable  in. 
the  Midfummer  Night's  Dream  he  happen'd  to  ! 
take  at  Crendon  in  Bucks.  —  I  think,  I  have 
been  told,  that  he  left  near  300/.  to  a  Sifter, 
-. —  He  underjlood  Latin  pretty  well,  for  he  had 
been  in  his  younger  yeares  a  Schoolmafter  in  the 
Country" 

I  will  be  fhort  in  my  animadverfions ;  and 
•take  them  in  their  order. 

The  account  of  the  Trade  of  the  Family  is 
not  only  contrary  to  all  other  Tradition,  but,  1 
as  it  may  feem,  to  the  inftrument  from  the 

Herald's  office,  fo  frequently  reprinted. 

Shakefpeare  moft  certainly  went  to  London,  and 
commenced  A6tor  thro'  neceffity,  not  natural 

inclination. Nor  have  we  any  reafon  to 

fuppofe,  that  he  did  a6l  exceedingly  well.  Rowe 
tells  us  from  the  information  of  Betterton,\ 
^yho  was  inquifitive  into  this  point,  and  had 
yery  early  opportunities  of  Inquiry  from  Sir! 
W.  Davenant,   that  he  was  no  extraordinary] 

A6for ■}(■ 
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Affor;  and  that  the  top  of  his  performance 
was  the  Ghoft  in  his  own  Hamlet.  Yet  this 
Chef £  Oeuvre  did  not  pleafe:  I  will  give  you 
an  original  ftroke  at  it.  Dr.  Lodge,  who  as 
well  as  his  quondam  Colleague  Greene,  was  for 
ever  peftering  the  town  with  Pamphlets,  pub- 
lifhed  one  in  the  year  1596,  called  Wits  mi- 
ferie,  and  the  Worlds  madnejfe,  difecvering  the 
Devils  incarnat  cf  this  Age.  One  of  thefe 
Devils  is  Hate-vertue,  who,  fays  the  Do£tor, 
"  looks  as  pale  as  the  Vifard  of  the  Ghoft, 
which  cried  fo  miferably  at  the  Theatre,  like 
an  Oifter-wife,  Hamlet  revenge."  Thus  you 
fee  Mr.  Holfs  argument  in  the  Appendix  to 
I  the  late  Edition,  that  Hamlet  was  written  af- 
i  ter  1597,  or  perhaps  1602,  will  by  no  means 
hold  good ;  whatever  might  be  the  cafe  of  the 
particular  paffage  on  which  it  is  founded. 

Nor  does  it  appear,  that  Shakefpeare  did  be- 
gin early  to  make  EfTays  in  Dramatick  Poetry: 
the  Arraignment  of  Paris,  1584,  which  hath 
fo  often  been  afcribed  to  him,  was  written  by 
George  Peek  -,  and  his  name  is  not  met  with, 
even  as  an  Affiftant,  'till  at  leaft  feven  years 
afterward. 

In  the  next  place,  unfortunately,  there  is 
neither  fuch  a  Chara&er  as  a  Conjiahle  in  the 
Midfwnmer  Night'i  Dream,  nor  fuch  a  place  as 

Crendon 
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Crendon  in  Bucks,  if  we  may  believe  Spelman 
and  the  Index  V Maris :  nor  was  the  Legacy  of 
300/.  to  the  Sifter,  but  the  Daughter. 

And  to  clofe  the  whole,  it  is  not  poffible 
according  to  Aubrey  himfelf,  that  Shakefpeare 
could  have  been  fome  years  a  Schoolmafter  in 
the  Country  :  on  which  only  the  fuppofition 
of  his  learning  is  founded.  He  was  not  fure- 
ly  very  young,  when  he  was  employed  to  kill 
Calves,  and  he  commenced  Player  about 
Eighteen!  The  truth  is,  that  he  left  his  Fa- 
ther, and  married  at  Seventeen,  and  had  two 
Children  before  he  retired  from  Stratford  to 
London.  It  is  therefore  fufficiently  clear,  that 
poor  Anthony  had  too  much  reafon  for  his 
Charafter  of  Aubrey :  You  will  find  it  in  his 
own  Account  of  his  Life,  publifhed  by  Hearne% 
which  I  would  earneftly  recommend  to  any 
Hypochondriac!^ 

<c  A  pretender  to  Antiquities,  roving,  ma- 
gotie-headed,  and  fometimes  little  better  than 
crafed :  and  being  exceedingly  credulous, 
would  fluff  his  many  Letters  fent  to  A.  W* 
with  folliries  and  mifinformations." 

Thus  much  for  the  Learning  of  Shakefpeare 
with  refpecl  to  the  ancient  languages  :  indulge 
me  with  an  obfervation  or  two  on  his  fuppofed 
knowledge  of  the  modern  ones,  and  I  will 
promife  to  releafe  you. 

1  "It 
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"  It  is  evident,  fays  one  of  his  laft  Criticks* 
that  he  was  not  unacquainted  with  the 
Italian :"  but  let  us  inquire  into  the  Evidence. 

Certainly  fome  Italian  words  and  phrafes 
appear  in  the  Works  of  Shakefpeare  -,  yet  if 
we  had  nothing  elfe  to  obferve,  their  Ortho- 
graphy might  lead  us  to  fufpeft  them  to  be 
not  of  the  Writer's  importation.  But  we  can 
go  further,  and  prove  this. 

When  Pijlol  "  chears  up  himfelf  with  ends 

of  verfe,"  he  is  only  a  copy  of  Hannibal!  Gon- 

faga,  who  ranted  on  yielding  himfelf  aPrifoner, 

as  you  may  read  in  an  old  Colleflion  of  Tales, 

called  Wits,  Fits,  and  Fancies, 

"  Si  Fortuna  me  tormenta, 
II  fperanza  me  contenta." 

And  Sir  Richard  Hawkins,  in  his  Voyage  to 

the  South-Sea,    1593,  throws  out  the  fame 

jingling  Diftick  on  the  lofs  of  his  Pinnace. 

cc  Matter  Page,  fit;  good  Mafter  Page,  fit; 
Preface.  What  you  want  in  meat,  well  have 
in  drink/'  fays  Juftice  Shallow's  Fac  totttm, 
Davy,  in  the  2d  Part  of  Henry  the  4th. 

Prof  ace,  Sir  Thomas  Ha?i?ner  obferves  to  be 

Italian  from  profaccia,  much  good  may  it   do 

you.     Mr.  John/on  rather  thinks  it  a  miftake 

for   perforce.     Sir  Thomas  however  is  right ; 

yet  it  is  no  argument  for  his  Author's  Italian 

knowledge. 

Old 


Learning  of  Shakespeare.    41 
Old  Heywoody  the  Epigrammatift,  addreffed 
his  Readers  long  before, 

"  Readers,  reade  this  thus :  for  Preface,  Pro/ace, 
Much  good  do  it  you,  the  poore  repaft  here,  &c." 

Nor  hath  it  efcaped  the  quibbling  manner  of 
the  Water-poet,  in  the  Title  of  a  Poem  pre- 
fixed to  his  Praife  of Hempfeed,  "  A  Preamble, 
Preatrot,  Preagallop,  Preapace,  or  Preface; 
and  Proface,  my  Matters,  if  your  Stomacks 
ferve." 

But  the  Editors  are  not  contented  without 
coining  Italian.  "  Rivo,  fays  the  Drunkard" 
is  an  Expreffion  of  the  madcap  Prince  of  Wales  \ 
which  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  cor r efts  to  Ribi> 
Drink  away*  Dr.  Warburton  accedes  to  this ; 
and  Mr.  Johnfon  hath  admitted  it  into  his  Text; 
but  with  an  obfervation,  that  Rivo  might 
poffibly  be  the  cant  of  Englijh  Taverns.  And  fo 
indeed  it  was  :  it  occurs  frequently  in  Marfton. 
Take  a  quotation  from  his  Comedy  of  What 
you  will; 

"  Muficke,  Tobacco,  Sacke,  and  Sleepe, 
The  Tide  of  forrow  backward  keep  : 
If  thou  art  fad  at  others  fate, 
Rivo,  drink  deep,  give  care  the  mate." 

I  fancy,  you  will  be  fatisfied  with  one  more 
inftance. 

"  Baccare,  You  are  marvellous  forward," 
F  quoth 
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quoth  Gremio  to  Petruchio'm  the  Taming  of  the 
Shrew. 

"But  not  fo  forward,  fays  Mr.  Theobald \  as 
our  Editors  are  indolent.  This  is  a  ftupid  cor- 
ruption of  the  prefs,  that  none  of  them  have 
dived  into.  We  muft  read  Baccalare,  as  Mr. 
Warburton  acutely  obferved  to  me,  by  which 
the  Italians  mean.  Thou  ignorant,  prefumptu- 
ous  Man." 

This  is  admitted  by  the  Editors  and  Cri- 
ticks  of  every  Denomination.  Yet  the  word 
is  neither  wrong,  nor  Italian :  it  was  an  old 
proverbial  Expreflion,  and  ufed  frequently  by 
John  Hey  wood-,  he  hath  even  made,  what  he 
pleafes  to  call,  Epigrams  upon  it. 

Take  two  of  them,  fuch  as  they  are, 

cc  Backare,  quoth  Mortimer  to  his  Sow  : 
Went  that  Sow  backe  at  that  biddyng  trowe  you  ?" 
"  Backare,  quoth  Mortimer  to  his  fow :  fe 
Mortimers  fow  fpeakth  as  good  latin  as  he." 

And  Philpot  introduces  it  into  the  Proverbs 
collefted  by  Camden. 

We  have  but  few  obfervations  concerning 
Shakefpeare's  knowledge  of  the  Spanijh  tongue. 
Dr.  Grey  indeed  is  willing  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
Plot  of  Romeo  and  Juliet  may  be  borrowed  from 
a  Comedy  of  Lopes  de  Vega.  But  the  Spaniard, 
who  v/as  certainly  acquainted  with  Bandello, 

hath 
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hath  not  only  changed  the  Cataftrophe,  but 
the  names  of  the  Characters.  Neither  Romeo 
nor  Juliet ;  neither  Mount  ague  nor  Capulet  ap- 
pears in  this  performance  :  and  how  came 
they  to  the  knowledge  of  Shake/pear e  f  Nothing 
is  more  certain,  than  that  he  followed  the  old 
Tranflation  by  Painter  from  the  French  of 
Boijieau,  and  hence  arife  the  Deviations  from 
Bandellds  original.  It  feems  however  from 
a  pafTage  mAmess  Typographical  Antiquities, 
that  Painter  was  not  the  only  Tranflator  of 
this  popular  Story. 

In  the  Induflionto  the  'Taming  of  the  Shrew, 
the  Tinker  attempts  to  talk  Spanijh:  and  cm- 
fequently,  we  have  been  told,  the  Author  him- 
felf  was  acquainted  with  it, 

"  Paucus  pallabris,  let  the  World  Aide,  Sefa." 

But  this  is  a  burlefque  on  Hieronymo  5  the  piece 
of  Bombaft,  that  I  have  mentioned  to  you 
before  : 

"  What  new  device  have  they  devifed,  trow  ? 
Pocas  pallabraS)  kc." 

Mr.  Whaliey  tells  us,  cc  the  Author  of  this 
piece  hath  the  happinefs  to  be  at  this  time  un- 
known, the  remembrance  of  him  having  pe- 
rilled with  himfelf :"  but  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  informing  him,  that  his  Name  was 

F  2  Thomas 
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Thomas  Kyd;  if  he  will  accept  the  authority  of 
one  of  his  Contemporaries. 

More  hath  been faid concerning Shakefpeares 
acquaintance  with  the  French  language.  In  the 
Play  of  He?iry  the  fifth,  we  have  a  whole  Scene 
in  it :  and  in  other  places  it  occurs  familiarly 
in  the  Dialogue. 

I  will  only  obferve  in  general,  that  in  the 
early  Editions  we  have  not  half  the  quantity ; 
and  every  fentence,  or  rather  every  word  moft 
ridiculoufly  blundered.  Thefe,  for  feveral  rea- 
fons,  could  not  poffibly  be  publifhed  by  the 
Author  5 f  and  it  is  equally  probable,  that  the 

French 

f  Every  writer  on  Sbdkefpeare  hath  expreffed  his 
aftonifhment,  that  his  author  was  not  felicitous  to  fe- 
cure  his  Fame  by  a  correal  Edition  of  his  perform- 
ances. This  matter  is  not  underftood.  When  a  Poet 
was  connected  with  a  particular  Playhoufe,  he  con- 
ftantly  fold  his  works  to  the  Company,  and  it  was 
their  intereft  to  keep  them  from  a  number  of  Rivals. 
A  favourite  piece,  as  Fleyzvood  informs  us,  only  got 
into  print,  when  it  was  copied  by  the  ear,  "  for  a 
double  fale  would  bring  on  a  fufpicion  of  honeftie." 
Shakefpeare  therefore  himfelf  publifhed  nothing  in  the 
Drama  :  when  he  left  the  Stage,  his  copies  remained 
with  the  Managers,  Heminge  and  Condelh,  who  on 
their  own  retirement,  about  feven  years  after  the  death 
of  the  author,  gave  the  world  the  "Edition  now  known 
by  the  name  of  the  firft  Folio -,  and  call  every  pre- 
ceding one  "  ftolne  and  furreptitious,  maimed  and 
deformed  by  the  frauds  and  Healths  of  injurious  im- 
poftors."    But  this  was  printed  from  the  Playhoufe 

3  Copies ; 
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French  ribaldry  was  at  firft  inferted  by  a  differ-  ! 
ent  hand,  as  the  many  additions  after  he  had  . 
left  the  Stage. 

Mr.  Hawkins  in  the  Appendix  to  the  late 
Edition,   hath   an  ingenious  obfervation  to 
prove,  that  Shakejpeare,  fuppofing  the  French  ' 
to  be  his,  had  very  little  knowledge  of  the 
language. 

cc  Eft-il  impoffible  d'efchapper  la  force  de 
ton  bras  ?  fays  a  Frenchman.  Brafs,  cur  ?  re- 
plies PiftoL 

"  Almofl:  any  one  knows,  that  the  French 
word  bras  is  pronounced  brau  ->  and  what  re- 
femblance  of  found  does  this  bear  to  BrafsV — 

Mr.  John/on  makes  a  doubt,  whether  the 
pronunciation  of  the  French  language  may  I 
not  be  changed,  fince  Shakejpeares  time :  but  < 
this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  cafe,  at  leaft  in 
this  termination,  from  the  rules  of  the  Gram- 
marians, or  the  praftice  of  the  Poets.     I  ami 
pertain  of  the  former  from  the  French  Alpha- 

beth 

Copies  •,  which  in  a  feries  of  years  had  been  frequent*  [j 
ly  altered  thro'  convenience,  caprice,  or  ignorance,  f 
We  have  a  fufficient  inftance  of  the  liberties  taken  ' 
by  the  Actors,  in  an  old  pamphlet,  by  Thomas  Najhe,  j 
called  the  Prayfe  of  the  red  Herring :  where  he  afTures  I 
us,  that  in  a  Play  of  his,  called  the  IJle  of  Dogs,  | 
"  foure  afts,  without  his  confent,  or  the  leaft  guefle  of  j 
his  drift  or  fcope,  were  fupplied  by  the  Players." 
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bethoi  De  la  Mothe,  and  of  the  latter  from  the 

Rhymes  of  Marot  and  Ronfard. 

It  hath  been  obferved,  that  Rabelais  is 
fometimes  alluded  to  by  Shakefpeare :  and  no 
tranflation  was  extant  in  his  time. —  but  the 
Story  was  in  every  one's  hand. 

In  Lanehams  Letter  concerning  the  Enter- 
tainment at  KillingwoorthCaflle>  printed  1575, 
is  a  lift  of  the  vulgar  Romances  of  the  age, 
<c  King  Arthurz  book,  Huon  of  Bur  deans,  Friar 
Rous,  Howleglafs,  and  Gargantua. 

g  Mere's  in  his  Wits  Treafury  mentions  him 
as  equally  hurtful  to  young  minds  with  the 
four  Sons  of  Aymon,  and  the  Seven  Champions. 
And  John  Taylor  hath  him  likewife  in  his  lift 
of  Authors,  prefixed  to  Sir  Gregory  Nonfence. 

But  to  come  to  a  conclufion,  I  will  give 
you  a  demonflrative  argument,  that  Shakefpeare 
did  not  understand  two  very  common  words 
in  the  French  and  Latin  languages  : 

According  to  the  Articles  of  agreement  be- 
tween the  Conqueror  Henry  and  the  King  of 
France,  the  latter  was   to  ftile  the  former, 

"  Noftre 

s  This  Author  by  a  pleafant  miftake  in  fome  fen- 
fible  Conjectures  on  Shakefpeare  lately  printed  at  Ox- 
ford, is  quoted  by  the  name  of  Matfter,  Perhaps  the 
Title-page  was  imperfect  •,  it  runs  thus  "  Palladis 
Tamia.  °Wits  Treafury.  Being  the  fecond  part  of 
Wits  Common  wealth.  By  Francis  Meres  Maifier  of 
,  Aries  of  both  Univcrfities. 
i 
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"  Noftre  tres  cher  filz  Henry  Roy  d'  Angleterre  -, 
and  in  Latin*  PraclariJitmisFilius*  &cc"  What, 
fays  Dr.  Warburton*  is  tres  cher  in  French* 
praclarijjimus  in  Ldtf/tf  /  we  fhould  read  pra- 
carijjimus. —  This  is  exceedingly  true  5  but  how- 
came  the  blunder  ?  it  is  a  typographical  one 
in  Holing/hed,  which  Shakejpeare  copied;  but 
muft  indifputably  have  corrected,  had  he  been 
acquainted  with  the  languages. 

"  Our  faid  Father,  during  his  life,  fhall 
name,  call,  and  write  us  in  French  in  this 
maner:  Noftre  tres  chier  filz,  Henry  Roy 
d'Engleterre  —  and  in  Latine  in  this  maner, 
Praclarijjimus  Alius  nofter."     Edit.  1587.  P. 

574- 

To  corroborate  this  inftance,  let  me  obferve 
to  you,  though  it  be  nothing  further  to  the 
purpofe,  that  another  typographical  error  hath 
been  the  fource  of  a  miftake  in  an  hiftorical 
paffage  of  our  Author;  which  hath  ridiculouily 
troubled  the  Criticks ; 

h Richard  the  3d.  harangues  his  army  before 
the  Battle  of  Bo/worth* 

cc  Re- 

h  Some  inquiry  hath  been  made  for  the  firft  Per- 
formers of  the  capital  Characters  in  Sbakefpeare. 

We  learn,  that  Burbage,  the  alter  Rofcius  of  Camden* 
was  the  original  Richard,  from  a  paffage  in  the  Poems 
of  Rifhop  Corbet :  who  introduces  his  Hoft  at  Bqf-  - 
worth  defcribing  the  Battle, 

"Bur 
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"  Remember  whom  ye  are  to  cope  withal, 
A  fort  of  vagabonds,  of  rafcals,  runaways-— 
And  who  doth  lead  them  but  a  paltry  fellow 
Long  kept  in  Britaine  at  our  Mother's  coft, 
A  milkfop,  &c." 

<c  Our  Mother's  coft  "  Mr.  Theobald  perceives 
to  be  wrong  :  he  reads  therefore,  and  all  the 
Editors  after  him, 

"  Long  kept  in  Bretagne  at  his  mother's  coft." 
But    give   me   leave    to  tranfcribe  a  few- 
more  lines  from  Holingfied>  and  you  will  find 
at  once,  that  Shakefpeare  had  been  there  be- 
fore me, 

"  Ye  fee  further,  how  a  companie  of  traitors, 
theeves,  out-laws  and  runnagates  be  aiders 
and  partakers  of  his  feat  and  enterprife.  — 
And  to  begin  with  the  erle  of  Richmond  cap- 
taine  of  this  rebellion,  he  is  a  Welfh  milkfop 
—  brought  up  by  my  Moothers  meanes  and 
mine,  like  a  captive  in  a  clofe  cage  in  the 
court  of  Francis  duke  of  Britaine."  P.  756. 

Holingjhed  copies  this  verbatim  from  his 
Brother  Chronicler  Hall,  Edit.  1548.  Fol.  54. 

but 

w  But  when  he  would  have  faid  King  Richard  died, 
And  call'd  a  Horfe^  a  Horfe,  he  Burbage  cried." 
The  Play  on  this  fubjedt  mentioned  by  Sir  John 
Harrington  in  his  Apologie  for  Poetrie,  1 59 1 ,  and  fome- 
times  miftaken  for  Shake/p.  Vs,  was  a  Latin  one, 
written  by  Dr.  Legge;  many  ears  before  the  date  of 
the  Copy  in  the  Mufeum. 
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but  his  Printer  hath  given  us  by  accident  the 
word  MoGther  inftead  of  Brother  5   as  it  is  in 
the  Original,  and  ought  to  be  in  Shakefpeare. 
I  hope,  my  good  Friend,  you  have  by  this 
time  acquitted  our  great  Poet  of  all  piratical 
depredations  on  the  Ancients :  He  remember- 
ed perhaps  enough  of  his  fchool-boy  learning 
to  put  the  Higy  hag,  hog,  into  the  mouth  of 
Sir  Hugh  Evans ;  and  might  pick  up  in  the 
courfe  of  his  converfation  a  familiar  word  or 
two  of  French  or  Italian :  but  his  Studies  were 
moft  demonftratively  confined  to  Nature  and 
his  own  Language. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  difquifition,  you  have 
often  fmiled  at  "  all  fuch  reading,  as  was 
never  read  :"  and  poffibly  I  may  have  indulged 
it  too  far:  but  it  is  the  reading  neceffary  for 
a  Comment  on  Shakefpeare.  Thofe  who  ap- 
ply folely  to  the  Ancients  for  this  purpofe, 
may  with  equal  wifdom  ftudy  the-  'Talmud  for 
an  Expofition  of  Triflram  Shandy.  Nothing 
but  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Writers 
of  the  time,  who  are  frequently  of  no  other 
value,  can  point  out  his  allufions,  and  afcer- 
tain  his  Phrafeplogy.  The  Reformers  of  his 
Text  are  for  ever  equally  pofitive,  and  equally 
wrong.  The  Cant  of  the  Age,  a  provincial 
Expreffion,  an  obfcure^ Proverb,  an  obfolete 
G  Cuftom, 
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Cuftom,  a  Hint  at  a  Perfon  or  a  Fa£t  na 
longer  remembered,  hath  continually  defeated 
the  beft  of  our  Guejfers  :  You  muft  not  fup- 
pofe  me  to  fpeak  at  random,  when  I  allure 
you,  that  from  fome  forgotten  book  or  other, 
I  can  demonftrate  this  to  you  in  many  hun- 
dred Places  >  and  I  almoft  wifh,  that  I  had 
not  been  perfuaded  into  a  different  Employ- 
ment. 

Tho'  I  have  as  much  of  the  Natale  Solum 
about  me,  as  any  man  whatfoever ;  yet,  I  own, 
the  Primrofe  Path  is  ftill  more  plealing  than 
the  Fojfe  or  the  Watling  Street  : 

*e  Age  cannot  wither  it,  nor  cuftom  ftale 
It's  infinite  variety." 

And  when  I  am  fairly  rid  of  the  Dull  of  An- 
tiquity, which  is  at  prefent  very  thick  about 
me,  and  indeed  more  in  quantity,  than  I  ex- 
pected; you  may  very  probably  be  troubled 
again  with  the  ever  fruitful  Subjeft  of  Shake- 
speare and  his  Commentators. 
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Military    Arguments,    &c. 

confidered. 


I  Thought  I  had  done  reading  and  almofl: 
thinking  on  the  fubjecl  of  the  late  Expedition, 
when  the  letter  to  a  fuppofed  Right  Honourable 
Author  fell  into  my  hands :  the  novelty  of  feeing 
a  difficult  military  queftion  fully  fated  and  con- 
fidered by  a  Country  Gentleman,  revived  my  curiofity; 
but  I  foon  found,  by  the  fmartnefs  of  the  flyle,  and 
the  fallacious  fubtlety  of  the  argument,  that  it  was 
rather  the  work  of  feme  eleve  of  the  courts,  now 
perhaps  acting  as  a  fort  of  fecond  or  third  rate 
Minifter  \  and  that  there  was  as  much  reality  in 
the  character  of  the  author  as  of  the  perfon  ad- 
drefTed  to  ;  and  as  much  truth  in  both  as  in  many 
of  the  pofitive  afTertions  contained  in  it. 

I  could  not  however  lay  it  afide  :  What  at  firfl 
was  mere  curiofity,  turned  into  aftonifhment  at 
the  uncommon  malignity  and  faifhood  of  this 
work.  And  though  I  felt  as  little  care  or  intereft 
as  poflible  from  what  quarter  it  came,  I  felt  too 
much  for  the  characters  of  the  gentlemen  fo 
fhamefully  calumniated,  to  let  the  world  be  any 
longer  impofed  upon  by  that  heap  of  falfe  fads, 
falfe  reafonings,  and  falfe  conftructions,  that  are 
the  chief  ingredients  of  this  curious  compofition  : 
not  that  I  intend  to  follow  the  author  through  all 
that  medley  of  party,  political,  minifterial,  and 
naval  confiderations,  with  which  his  piece  is  en- 

A  2  richecl  9 
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riched  :  But  as  I  write  neither  for,  or  againft  any 
party,  or  any  perfon  that  either  is  or  has  been  a 
Minifies  fhall  content  myfelf  with  treating  this 
matter  in  its  proper  light,  as  a  military  fubject 
only  ;  by  dating  fads  as  they  paft,  with  all  the 
plainnefs  and  firmnefs  of  a  foldier  and  a  friend  to 
truth,  and  without  oonfidering  whom  I  may  pleafe 
or  difpleafe. 

I  have  from  the  firft  obferved  all  the  tranfactions 
of  this  extraordinary  enterprize  with  attention. 
I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  beft  information 
I  could,  of  every  material  circumftance  relative  to 
It ;  and  though  I  wifh  well  to  the  gentlemen  who 
had  the  conduct  of  this  Expedition  (fo  far  I  will 
own  my  prejudice  too)  I  am  not  furprized  at  the 
ill  temper  Ihewn  by  our  people  in  general  on  its 
failure.  I  do  not  even  condemn  it,  they  have  had 
difappointments  enough  to  four  them  :  the  fer- 
vice  propofed  was  important  \  the  idea  of  it  was 
dazzling  •,  they  had  been  taught  to  expect  fuccefs 
from  all  the  meafures  of  the  Minifter  who  has  de- 
clared himfelf  the  author  of  this  \  and  I  only  wifh, 
and  very  fincerely  wilh,  this  may  be  their  laft  dif- 
appointment. 

But  though  I  can  forgive  their  prejudices,  I  can- 
not look  with  lefs  horror  at  the  (hameful  arts  ufed 
to  foment  them  •,  nor  can  I  humour  them  at  the 
expence  of  truth,  or  of  thofe  characters  which,  to 
the  beft  of  my  judgment,  have  been  moft  wickedly 
and  unjuftly  afperfed. 

I  fhall  not  however  enter  into  the  detail  of  all 
the  little  motives  I  think  I  fee  operating  upon  this 
occafion  -9  and  as  it  is  by  facts,  and  not  by  words, 
I  mean  to  vindicate  thofe  characters,  I  fhall  direct- 
ly enter  into  the  confideration  of  them,  and  leave 
to  thofe  who  have  more  leifure  or  inclination  the 
management  of  fuch  controverfies,  as  rather  tend 
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to  encreafe,  than  allay,  thofe  heats  which  I  mbft 
heartily  lament. 

I  mall  therefore  from  this  moment  no  longer 
confider  by  whom  this  project  was  framed,  by~ 
whom  it  was  approved,  or  difapproved,  or  to  whom 
it  was  communicated. 

The  author's  example  has  given  me  fufficient 
diftate  to  fuch  considerations  •,  as  I  think  there 
cannot  be  a  ftronger  inftance  of  difingnuity  and 
malevolence  than  in  his  reflexions  on  that  head^ 
particularly  in  the  following  one:  Pag.  8.  "  That 
"  a  plan  approved  and  recommended  by  his  R„ 
"  H.  the  Duke  would  not  have  fo  mamefully 
M  failed  without  any  attempt  to  execute  it." — 
By  which  a  fet  of  gentlemen  of  diftinguifhed 
loyalty  and  affection  to  his  Majefty  and  this  go- 
vernment, and  even  by  a  fort  of  implication  the 
great  perfon  himfelf  whofe  name  is  fo  wantonly 
and  fo  indecently  introduced,  are  charged,  without 
the  lead  colour  of  fact  or  reafon,  as  traitors  and 
enemies  to  their  country  :  for  what  is  infinuated, 
is  too  plain  to  need  a  comment.  The  intereft 
and  honour  of  this  nation,  we  are  to  under- 
hand, were  facrificed  by  thefe  gentlemen,  in  or- 
der to  gratify  the  refentment  of  a  great  perfon, 
who  had  not  been  consulted  \  their  own  honour  was 
not  lefs  abandoned,  and  all  this  even  before  they 
could  poflibly  know  how  gratefully  this  unnatural 
facrifice  would  be  accepted  ! 

But  let  the  author  recollect  that  he  has  owned 
himfelf  prejudiced,  p.  9.  And  let  him  in  his  cooler 
hours,  when  they  return,  reflect  with  horror  upon 
the  effect  of  that  prejudice  which  carries  him  thus 
to  give  up  all  truth,  honefty,  and  even  that  com- 
mon fenfe  he  fo  often  appeals  to,  in  his  unjuft  re- 
presentations of  men  and  things.  — To  thefe  re- 
flexions I  mall  leave  him,  as  I  think  to  ftate  this 
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calumny  is  to  confute  it  %  and  have  to  a  good  an 
opinion  of  my  countrymen  to  imagine  I  need  even 
warn  them  not  to  be  abufed  by  fo  grofs  an  attempt 
to  impofe  .on  their  understandings.  From  this 
earnest  too  I  would  have  them  convinced  in  what 
fpirit  this  piece  is  compofed,  and  what  ingenuity, 
candor,  and  veracity,  ^re  to  be  expected  from  the 
profecution  of  the  work. 

I  had  no  thoughts  of  attacking  the  board  of 
Enquiry,  I  have  none  now  of  cafdngany  reflexion 
upon  the  individuals  who  compofed  it,  or  of  dif- 
puting  with  the  author  their  acknowledged  merit  ; 
but  as  he  very  artfully  undertakes  its  defence,  that 
he  may  the  more  freely  fpit  out  his  venom  under 
the  fan&ion  of  its  report,  I  fhall  freely,  but 
yet  very  candidly,  give  my  opinion  on  the  consti- 
tution of  that  board,  not  only  as  it  regards  the 
caufe  of  the  General  Officers  in  question,  but  as 
a  matter  in  which  I  really  think  that  of  the  whole 
army  efTentially  interefted. 

For  as  this  board  differed  in  its  constitution, 
powers,  and  method  of  proceeding,  from  every 
other  of  the  kind  that  I  believe  was  ever  yet  esta- 
blished ;  fo  I  cannot  but  think  it  the  most  irre- 
gular in  its  form,  the  moil  dangerous  in  its  nature, 
and  the  molt  contrary  to  all  the  known  and  fettled 
rules  of  justice;  a  court  (if  fo  it  might  be  called) 
which  without  a  formal  power  to  condemn  and  un- 
able fufflciently  to  acquit,  could  pafs  a  fentence  lit- 
tle lefs  than  capital,  by  taking  away  the  character 
of  officers  under  circumstances,  where  both  the 
civil  and  military  laws  of  their  country  would  give 
them  protection. 

A  court  constituted  of  perfons  chofen  by  the 
Crown,  or  its  Minifters,  without  any  regular  rotation 
in  the  fervice ;  from  whence  alone  it  is  eafy  to 
guefs  what  ufe  might  be  made  of  it  on  occasion  : 

fuppofe 
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fuppofe  a  Commander  were  obnoxious  to  a  Mini- 
iter  ;  fuppofe  him  connected  with  thofe  of  an  op- 
pofite  party  •,  fuppofe  the  honour  of  a  Minifter  and 
his  fchemes  depended  upon  the  condemnation  of 
the  Officer  who  had  not  executed  them.  I  am,  how- 
ever, far  from  infinuating  this  was  the  cafe  at  prefentj 
and  do  really  think  the  rank  and  character  of  thofe 
made  choice  of  much  above  fuch  a  fufpicion.  To 
fpeak  ad  hominem  too,  as  the  author  fays,  and  in 
the  phrafe  of  party  (though  it  is  a  language  I  do- 
not  delight  to  talk)  I  think  their  connexions  do  in  ge- 
neral by  no  means  favour  fuch  a  fufpicion  -,  but  I 
reprefent  againft  a  precedent  (whoever  began  it) 
which,  if  followed,  will,  I  think,  in  worie  times 
prove  ruinous  to  the  army  and  its  liberty  -,  and 
how  nearly  an  enllaved  army  is  generally  the  fore- 
runner of  an  enilaved  people,  I  need  not  re- 
mark. 

The  manner  of  proceeding  without  any  charge 
given,  or  any  indictment  laid  ;  the  public  in- 
vitation for  all  per f on s  that  pleafed  to  come  and  bring 
accufatiorii  for  which  a  fort  of  proclamation  was 
made  by  the  Judge  Advocate  ;  the  public  examin- 
ation of  the  fame  witneiTes  on  their  parole,  who 
were  afterwards  to  be  examined  on  oath  in  the  fame 
caufe :  all  thefe  were  not  lefs  contrary  to  the  efta- 
blifhed  courfe  of  juftice  than  the  arbitrary  appoint- 
ment of  the  judges. 

The  very  fmall  number  of  thofe  appointed  mufe 
alfo  be  in  its  nature  extremely  liable  to  objection. 
There  muft  be  thirteen  Judges  to  take  away  an 
Officer's  commiffion  •,  he  may  be  deprived  of  his 
character  by  three  :  which  in  the  prefent  cafe,  were 
it  not  for  the  confideration  and  figure  of  the  perfons 
themfelves,  I  fhould  fay  was  fcarce  decent,  as 
three  gentlemen  only  were  to  confider  and  have  in 
effect  paft  a  very  fevere  judgment  on  the  opinion 
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of  eight  given  in  a  General  Council  of  War  on  the 
fpot :  of  thofe  eight  it  may  be  obferved,  without 
offence,  that  four  were  in  another  branch  of  the 
fervice,  high  and  refpected  in  it, '  and  three  more 
were  in  military  rank  equal,  and  in  fervice  and  ex- 
perience certainly  net  inferior  to  their  Judges  j 
had  not  been  lefs  in  action,  had  not  diflinguifhed 
themfelves  lefs,  and  have  in  the  courfe  of  that 
fervice  never  had  any  imputation  thrown  on  their 
conduct. 

I  do  not,  however,  mean  to  lay  any  blame  on 
the  intentions  of  this  board.  I  do  think  I  have 
a  right  to  appeal  from  their  decifion  •,  efpecially 
fince  the  determination  of  another  more  regular, 
more  fofemn,  and  more  legal  court. 

Having  faid  thus  much  of  the  eftablifhment  of 
this  board ;  I  cannot  but  remark  one  inftance 
among  many  of  the  candor  and  veracity  of  our  au- 
thor in  the  reafon  given  p.  13.  as  a  principal  one 
for  eftablifhing  this  enquiry,  which  is  as  follows  : 

"  But  if  ever  fuch  an  Enquiry  was  right  and 
*c  proper,  it  was  fo  in  the  prefent  cafe,  where  the 
<c  parties  to  be  tried  had  agreed  upon  a  total  fup- 
<c  preffion  of  evidence.  For  in  the  very  Council  of 
<6  War  which  unanimoufly  refolved  to  do  nothings  far 
<c  from  a  defire  to  ftate  the  evidence  on  which 
cc  they  proceeded,  and  their  refpedtive  opinions 
<c  upon  that  evidence,  which  one  would  think  na- 
cc  tural  for  every  one  who  was  follicitous  for  his 
lc  honour  and  juftification,  the  firft  thing  refolved 
cc  on  was  to  take  no  'minutes  of  opinions,  and  that 
*c  even  the  informations  of  the  per  fins  examined 
<c  fhould  not  fiandpart  of  the  minutes  fo  as  to  be 
"  tranfmitted  to  any  per fin  :  Enq.  p.  10. — Here 
«c  then,  as  far  as  in  them  lay,  was  a  total  fupprefjion 
*6  of  evidence?* 

win 
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Will  the  reader  now  believe  me  when  I  fay* 
there  is  not  a  fmgle  word  of  truth  in  this  whole 
paragraph,  nor  in  any  one  of  the  affertions  con- 
tained in  it  ?  or  will  he  convince  himfelf  by  look- 
ing into  the  Enq.  p.  10.  referred  to  by  the  author, 
and  into  the  Appendix*  p.  104  ? — In  the  former  he* 
will  find  that  all  the  evidence  there  ftated  on  the 
rejecting  of  minutes  relates  to  the  fecond*  and  not 
to  the  firfi  Council  of  War ;  not  to  that  council 
which*  as  the  author  tells  us,  Unanimoujly  refohed 
to  do  nothing*  but  to  that  which  unanimoujly  refohed 
to  land.  In  the  latter,  Enq.  p.  104.  he  will  find 
the  firfl  Council  of  War  at  length,  containing  in 
the  body  of  it  thofe  'very  minutes*  evidence*  and  in- 
formations,  which  the  author  pofitively  tells  us 
were  fuppreffed. 

But  he  will  fay,  it  was  only  an  innocent  mi 'flake  of 
one  Council  of  War  for  the  other  :  a  flight  inaccuracy 
to  be  fure,  when  the  failure  of  the  Expedition  is  in 
a  manner  laid  upon  the  refolution  of  that  very 
Council  of  War,  and  when  eight  gentlemen  of  rank 
and  character  are  accufed  as  negleclful  of  their  ho- 
nour* and  as  being  fuppreffors  of  truth  and  evi- 
dence* wriich  the  author  will  allow  with  me  is  the 
next  fhame  to  that  of  being  an  afferter  of  fa Ij e* 
hoods. 

He  next  accufes  one  of  the  Generals  for  ad- 
vancing fo  flrange  a  doctrine  as,  that  he  did  not 
conceive  himfelf  anfwerable  for  an  opinion  given 
at  a  Council  of  War  :  and  fays,  He  is  firry  to  find 
this  dc-clrine  fo  much  received  among  officers  (p.  13.) 
and  afterwards,  God  forbid  that  fuch  a  dctlrtne 
fjjotdd  be  efiabUfJoedl  Sec.  Yet  does  he  himfelf 
do  that*  doctrine  the  honour  to  countenance  it, 
where  he  fays,  p.  13.  That  criminally  refponftbie 
for  his  opinion  no  officer  can  be.  So  far,  1  believe, 
sliat  point  is  quite  agreed  *  criminally  refponfible  is 
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the  very  thing  infilled  upon,  the  very  term  ufed 
by  one  of  the  General  Officers,  £nq.  p.  36.  and 
all  that,  I  believe,  any  officer  is  defirous  to  eftablifh ; 
for  as  to  his  Majefiys  power  of  judging  who  are  fit  to 
continue  in  his  fervice^  into  which  the  author  feems 
at  laft  to  refolve  his  proportion,  it  was  never 
diiputed  upon  this  or  any  other  occafion  ;  though 
to  ftrip  a  gentleman  of  his  commiffion  for  an  opi- 
nion given  where  he  was  bound  by  his  duty  as  a 
foidier  to  attend  and  give  it,  would  be  an  exercife 
of  prerogative  not  of  the  moil  humane  or  juflifiablc 
kind  :  it  is  poffible  his  Majefty  may  have  been  ad- 
vifed,  not  long  ago,  to  fuch  an  exercife  of  it. 

For  as  the  Crown  has  certainly  the  power,  as 
the  author  fays,  though  perhaps  not  the  right,  to 
punifh  men  for  their  opinions  %  fo  have  minifters 
the  power,  the  author  may  poffibly  think  they 
have  the  right  too,  if  it  fuits  their  purpofe,  to  mif- 
reprefent  the  conduct  of  hisMajefty's  mod  faithful 
fcrvants  to  their  fovereign,  who  is  more  to  be 
pitied  than  blamed,  if  he  acts  in  confequence  of 
fuch  reprefentation. 

I  now  come  to  thofe  preliminaries  which  the 
author  fettles  as  the  ground-work  on  v/hich  his 
approbation  of  the  plan,  and  his  cenfure  on  the 
non-execution  of  it,  feem  principally  to  reft  ;  the 
fir  ft  regards  the  intelligence  relative  to  the  defence- 
lefs  ftate  of  the  coaft,  and  the  fmall  number  of 
sroops  ftationed  there. 

In  refpect  to  which  I  mud  be  fair  enough  to  own,  I 
have  not  feen  any  good  accounts  of  the  regular  troops 
of  France  that  ftate  them  fo  high  as  the  Dutch 
lifts  make  them  ;  nor  can  I,  on  the  other  hand,  by 
any  means  agree  with  the  author  in  his  opinion  of 
the  accuracy  of  that  memorial  of  the  troops  of 
France  laid  before  the  board  of  Enquiry,  p.  69. 
of  which  he  fpeaks  with  fuch  confidence  -,  much 
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lefs  in  his  conclufion  drawn  from  it  of  the  defence- 
lefs  ftate  of  Rochfort. 

To  me  it  appears  fo  very  imperfecl,  fo  full  of 
gueffes  and  fuppofitions,  and  at  laft  leaves  fo  many 
men  (no  lefs  than  77,000)  unaccounted  for,  that  I 
am  quite  at  a  lofs  how  to  draw  any  conclufion  at 
all  from  it  in  the  prefent  queftion  -,  as,  inftead  of  a 
vague  fuppofition,  the  greateft  precifion  feemed  ne- 
cefTary  in  eftimating  a  garrifon  to  be  attacked  by 
efcalade,  or  furprize,  with  a  body  7  or  8, 000  men 
only  •,  and  where  of  courfe  the  difference  of  2  or 
3000  might  be  fatal  to  the  expedition. 

But  as  that  Memorial  is  thus  become  one  cf  the 
chief  baes  of  this  accufation,  I  mall  think  feme 
minutes  not  ill  employed  in  a  more  particular  con- 
fideration  of  it. 

It  dates  as  follows  :  That  the  regular  troops 
in  the  pay  of  France,  now  confiil  of  about  200,000 
men :  viz. 

Before  the  prefent  troubles         ■ —         157,347 
Augmentations  fince  »  38,420 


195,767 
Or  reckoning  two  regiments  raifed  in  the 

bifhoprick  of  Liege,  about         —  200,000 

That  of  thefe  160,000  are  employed  in  different 
fervices  out  of  the  kingdom,  or  for  guarding  the 
coaft  along  the  Mediterranean,  &c.  So  that  for 
the  garrifons,  &c.  in  the  other  parts  of  France, 
there  remain  only  40,000.        , 

It  farther  fets  forth,  that  of  thefe  40,000,  about 
20,000  are  reckoned  to  be  from  St.  V oiler i  to  Berg  \ 
and  that  there  is  reafen  to  think,  there  cannot  be 
above  10,000  from  St.  Valleri  to  Bourdeanx. 

The  whole  of  which  reafoning  amounts  to  this  : 
That  if  the  calculations  there  made  are  all  juft, 

and 
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and  all  the  fuppofitions  exa&Iy  true  $  then  it  \*> 
probable  there  were  not  at  the  time  the  late  Expe^ 
dition  was  refolved  upon  above  10,000  men  from 
St.  Fallen  in  Normandy  to  Bourdeaux,  exclufive  of 
any  proportion  of  the  invalids,  militia,  &c.  *  which 
amount  by  tlrat  Memorandum  to  no  lefs  than 
67,000  ;  befides  which  there  alfo  remain  another 
10,000  men  out  of  the  40,000  not  particularly 
difpofed  of ;  fo  that  the  whole  number  of  men,  of 
whofe  cantooning  there  is  no  particular  account  or 
fuppofition,  is  87,000,  including  thofe  between 
St.  Valleri  and  Bourdeaux. 

Thus  it  flands  upon  the  footing  of  that  account. 
From  whence  a  conclufion  is  drawn,  that  Rochefort 
muft  be  left  without  a  garrifon  fufficient  to  defend  it 
againft  a  coup  de  main,  or  efcalade,  as  there  were 
but  87,000  men,  at  whofe  deftination  the  Miniftry 
could  not  particularly  guefs. 

But  as  it  is  fit  fuch  accounts  fliould  be  exact 
where  the  difference  of  2  or  3000  men  muft  be  fa- 
tal to  the  fuccefs  of  an  expedition  -,  I  think  it  will 
not  be  improper  to  give  the  feveral  articles  of  the 
Memorandum  a  little  farther  examination. 

The  1  ft  article  is,  "  Minorca,  Corfica, 
"  and  the  American  colonies,  take  up  at 
"  leaft        —        —        —  — .        2£,oco 

But  of  thefe  there  is  no  particular  ftate ; 
fo  that  it  is  rather  a  guefs  than  an  account. 

"  Marfhal  d'EJlree's  army,  if  the  regi- 
<c  ments  were  compleat,  would  amount 
"  to  about  (iroit,  a)  92,000 

"  Embarked  laft  fpring  for  various 
"  fervices  in  the  two  Indies,  about  3,000  or    4,000 

If  it  was  really  that  number,  or  about  it, 
it  may  be  afked  whether  thefe  men  fo 
fent  were  all  of  the  regular  troops,  whether 

battalions 
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battalions  or  companies,  or  whether  only 
drafts  or  recruits.  Neither  of  which  lat- 
ter, being  fent  in  the  fpring,  would  di- 
minifh  the  number  of  troops,  as  their 
place  would  certainly  be  fupplied. 

"  For  guarding  the  places  and  polls; 
"  along  the  Mediterranean  coaft,  about 

6,000  or     7,000 
cc  It  is  reckoned  that  there  are  from 
"  St.  Valleri  to  Berg,  about  —  20,000 

And  laftly,  "  That  there  is  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  there  cannot  be  from  St.  Valleri 
to  Bourdeaux  above  —  —         10,000 

What  that  reafon  is,  does  not,  I  think, 
fp  plainly  appear. 

Now,  as  every  one  of  the  above  articles  are 
plainly  nothing  more  than  gueffes  at  the  number  of 
men  mentioned  in  them,  it  is  natural  to  imagine, 
that  a  few  thoufand  may  ealily  be  miftaken  amidft 
fo  many  fuppofitions,  and  in  fo  large  a  number  as 
160,000  or  180,000;  and  confequently  that  the 
garrifon  of  Rochefort,  or  ftate  of  the  troops  near 
ir,  cannot  be  determined  by  fuch  an  account. 

But  I  have  hitherto  considered  this  matter  upon 
the  calculations  of  the  Memorial  only. 

The  true  ftate  of  the  French  Army  at  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  frefent  troubles,  from  the  ordonances 
of  the  King,  fettling  the  eftablifhments  after  the 
the  peace  of  Aixy  and  from  the  belt  calculations 
and  authorities,  I  take  to  be  as  follows ; 

Numh  of  men. 
French  guards,  fix  battalions  -       -      4,3 2 8 

viz.  Each  battalion  has  five  com- 
panies of  fufiliers,  of  1 26  each       3,780 

Three; 
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Brought  over  — -       3,780    4,328 

Three  companies  of  grenadiers 
to  the  whole,  of  no  each         -         338 
Officers  -  -  212 


4,328 
Swifs  guards,  four  battalions  —         2,400 

viz.  Each  battalion  has  three 
companies  of  200  each,  of- 
ficers included  —  600 


Tot.  four  battalions       —     2,400 

French  infantry,  as  fettled  by  ordonance 

the  10th  Feb.  1749,   168  battallions   -     93,392 

viz.  1 2  regiments  of  4  batta- 
lions, officers  included,  2,220 
each  —  26,640 

52  regiments  of  2  battalions, 
112  each  —  579824 

16  regiments  of  1  battalion, 
558  each         — ;         —,  8,928 

93>392 

Grenadiers  de  France^  4batalions         — *      2,338 
Confiding  of  1 2  companies  in  each 

battallion  —  — 
Tot.  regim.  1  Infpecl.  Comm.  16 
Colon.  8  Lieut.  Col.  1  Major, 
4  Adjud.  48  Captains,  48  Lieut. 
48  fecond  Lieut.  96  Serjeants, 
144  Corporals,  144  Anfpeffades, 
1728  Grenad. and  48  Drummers, 

Total  —  2,338 

Hoyal  regiment  of  artillery,  5  bat- 
talions —  —  43  7  * 
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Brought  over  106,829 

yi%.  Each  battalion  10  companies 
of  72        —  —  72° 

Total  5  battalions  3600 

Miners  and  workmen  506 

Officers  —  £51 

437i 
19  German  battalions      —  — -  12,201 

Each  batt.  at  600         —  1 1,400 

Tot.  officers  in  19  battalions  801 

»i  m 

12,201 

9  Sw//}  regim.  of  3  battalions  each, 

==27  battalions  12,978 

'viz.  Each  battalion  has  4  comp. 

ef  i20.=48oper  battal.  officers 

included. 
Tot.  27  battalions         —       —    12,960 
Etat  Major,  &V .  —        —      18 

12,978 

Six  Iri/h  battalions  of  496  each,  of- 
ficers included  ~  2,976 

Two  Scotch  battalions  at  ditto  — .  992 

Two  Italian  battalions  at  557  each, 

officers  included  —  1,114 


Total  infantry  — •  137,090 

Houfhold  cavalry,,  including  the 

gendarmerie'        — -  34 1 4 

French  cavalry,  121  fquadrons,  4 

troops  each  —  14*872 

Foreign  ditto,  8  fquadrons  1056 

Total  cavalry  r9?342 
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Brought  over  156,722 

Dragoons,  16  regiments  of  12 

troops  each  — ,  8,852 

HulTars,  8  fquadrons         _  oig 

Light  troops  (as  in  the  memo-  j 
randum)        —  —  2158 

11,928 

168,360 
Total  troops  in  the  memorandum,     —     157,347 

Difference     11,003 

By  this  it  appears  there  is  a  miftake  in  the  me- 
morandum of  1 1 ,003  men  •,  which  being  added  to 
the  Number  of  regular  troops  allowed  by  that  ac- 
count to  remain  in  France,  the  whole  remaining 
there  will  then  be  as  follows : 

On  the  Mediterranean  coaft  about    7,000 

Between  Bergue  and  St.  Valkri, 
about  —.         —  20,000 

Between  St.  Valleri  and  Bour- 
deaux,  about         -—-         -*-  10,000 

Not  particularly  difpofed  of         10,000 

Omitted  in  the  account  as  above  11,003 


Total  58,00  2 

To  thefe  are  to  be  added  145 
companies  of  Invalids  doing  duty, 
which  amount  to  9,015 

3  companies  of  guards  omitted         282 

Marines,  as  in  time  of  peace,  100 
companies  of  52  each  — ,         5,200 

1  Swifs  regiment  ditto  950 

3  com- 


(  *7  ) 

Brought  over  — ^  58,003 

3  companies  of  bombardiers  at 
the  maritime  places  159 

107  battalions  of  militia  at  520, 

officers  included         — .  55*640 

— -—71,246 

Total         129,249 

Thefe  are  exckifive  of  the  companies  of  cadets, 
of  all  the  invalids  not  regimented,  of  the  Mare- 
chaufTees,  and  many  others,  armed,  and  on  the 
military  eftablilliment,  amounting  to  feven  or 
eight  thoufand  men,  and  alio  of  the  Militia  Garde- 
cotes,  which  are  a  diftincl:  body  from  the  107  bat- 
talions  of  militia  before  mentioned. 

Thefe  are  very  numerous,  reckoned  at  150  or 
200,000  men  ;  they  are  compofed  of  both  horfe 
and  foot*  and  have  their  officers  appointed  by 
commiffions  from  the  king ;  they  were  particular- 
ly inftituted  for  the  guard  of  the  coaft,  and  often 
encamped  for  that  purpofe,    during  the  laft  war. 

But  I  will  call  the  whole  of  thefe  troops  50*000, 
which  added  to  the  129,162  before  rnentioned,- 
makes  179,162.  From  which,  tfjou  deduel  thofe 
fuppos'd  to  be  flationed  as  in  the  memorandum, 
Viz.  on  the  Mediterranean  7000,  between  Bergues 
and  St.  Fallen  20,000,  in  all  27,000. 

There  then  remain  152,162  men,  of  whom  the 
memorial  has  not  even  fuppofed  any  di(lribution? 
all  or  any  part  of  whom,  (for  ought  that  appears  in 
that  paper)  might  be  flationed  at  or  near  Roche- 
forty  for  its  defence.  But  that  out  of  152,162 
men,  there  cou'd  not  be  affembled  in  a  few  days 
2  or  3000  for  its  defence  againft  a  Coup  d$  Maifi, 
to  be  attempted  by  7  or  8000  only,  requires  an  ex- 
traordinary degree  of  penetration  to  difcover  >  yet 
fuch  was  the  conclufion  then  drawn,  and  now  in- 
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filled  on  as  an  unexceptionable  foundation  for  this 
expedition. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  have  any  accurate  account  of 
the  augmentations  made  fince  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  troubles ;  and  therefore  take  them 
upon  the  footing  of  the  memorial,  tho',  as  far  as 
fome  private  advices  go,  I  have  reafon  to  think 
they  are  confiderably  higher  than  is  there  Hated. 

As   to  the  arguments   drawn  from  fubfequent 
accounts  of  the  troops  on  the  coaft,  the  march  of 
the  French  guards,  the  tears  of  marfh.  Seneterre* 
and  an  heap  of  fuch  Pontneuf  Intelligence  -,  they  are 
fo  full  of  abfurdity  in  themfelves,  and  fo  totally 
contradicted  by  other  accounts  of  at  leaft  equal  au- 
thority, that  it  is  impoffible  to  lay  any  ftrefs  upon 
them  : — If  one  mailer  of  a  fhip  has  faid  there  were 
but  four  battalions  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  but 
two  in  the  town  of  Rochefort  -,  another  has  faid,  and 
was  ready  to  have  depofed  in  form,  (if  fuch  evidence 
cou'd  have  been  admitted)  that  at  the  very  time 
our  expedition  was  fent,  there  were  ten  or  twelve 
thoufand  of  the  bed  troops  of  France  in  thofe  very 
parts :    Others   have,    fince  the  affair  was  over, 
given  accounts  to  the  fame  efFe£b  •,    as  to  Marfhal 
Seneterre9 s  crying,  it  is  impoffible  to  treat  it  feriouf- 
ly,  and  probably  is  about  as  true,  that  he  wept  at 
the  approach  of  our  Armada,  as  that  a  great  mi- 
nifler  Broke  his  heart  on  its  return.     If  one  cou'd  be 
ferious  about  it,  I  have  ferioufly  heard  an  account 
diametrically  oppofite  of  that  gentleman's  charac- 
ter and  behaviour  on  this  occafion  :  he  ferved,  as  I 
am  well  informed,  throughout  the  laft  war  with 
reputation  both  in  Flanders  and  Germany  *  had  a  re- 
markable vivacity  of  difpofition ;    and,    as  I  am 
told  by  a  gentleman  who  was  perfonally  acquaint- 
ed with  him,  is  the  laft  man  in  France  he  fhou'd 
think  capable  of  crying  on  fuch  an  occafion. 

2  I  have 
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I  have  alfo  myfelf  jfeen  a  letter  From  one  of  his 
M — 's  minifters  at  a  foreign  court,  which  fays, 
that,  by  his  accounts  from  Paris,  at  the  time  when 
marfhal  Seneterre's  firft  letters  came  there,  he  wrote 
to  his  court  in  the  great  eft  fpir  its,  faid  he  had  troop 
enough  for  the  defence  of  Rochefort,  and  that  he 
would  anfwer  for  the  fafety  of  the  place  with  his 
head. 

As  to  the  houfhold  troops,  I  can  only  fay,  that 
tho'  it  is  pofiible  fuch  a  meafure  may  have  been  ta- 
ken for  the  general  fecurity  of  fo  long  a  range  of 
coaft  5  yet  I  believe  even  the  author  will  agree, 
it  is  impoffible  they  fhould  have  fet  out  on  a 
march  of  14  or  16  days  from  Paris  to  fave 
Rochefort  from  a  Coup  de  Main,  which  muft  have 
been  decided  in  almoft  as  few  hours.  If  they  were 
therefore  really  alarm'd  for  Rochefort,  as  is  pretend- 
ed, it  was  becaufe  they  knew,  what  is  on  all  hands 
acknowledged,  that  Rochefort  is  from  its  conftruc- 
tion  as  weak  againft  a  regular  attack,  as  I  think  it 
muft  be  ftrong  and  defencible  againft  a  mere  af- 
fault  on  the  fhorteft  preparation  ;  it  was  becaufe 
they  expected  a  fiege,  and  did  not  conceive  it  pof- 
fible,  that  our  miniftry  fhou'd  fend  out  a  grand  ar- 
mament 100  leagues  to  furprize  a  town  in  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bay  of  Bifcay, 

I  fhou'd  therefore  not  be  at  all*  lhaken  in  my  o- 
pinion,  as  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  Efcalade,  even  on 
admifiionofall  thewildeft  ftorieswe  have  heard  on 
this  head.  I  will  fuppofe  the  houfhold  troops 
march'd  ;  I  will  fuppofe  the  marfhal  cried,  if  you 
pleafe ;  I  will  fuppofe  there  were  but  two  batta- 
lions collected  in  Rochefort,  after  a  long  alarm  on 
the  coaft,  and  8  or  9  days  certain  notice  from  the 
actual  appearance  of  our  army  there  -,  and  yet  I  will 
maintain,  that  with  thofe  two  battalions,  with  the 
great  number  of  dockmen  in  the  yards,  a  yigorous 
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and  hardy  race  of  men  •,  with  the  marines,  Tome 
of  whom  are  conftantly  ftationed  there  •,  with  the 
numerous  inhabitants  of  the  place,  always  uled  to  ' 
arms,  and  garrifon  duty  •,  with  a  company  of  ca- 
dets, and  another  of  bombardiers  •,  and  with  the 
crews  of  the  mips  then  in  the  river,  which  alone,  if 
compleat,  amounted  to  near  g,ooo  men  ;  I  will 
maintain,  I  fay,  that  unlefs  the  whole  were  infect- 
ed with  the  marihal's  imaginary  tears,  there  was  a 
garrifon  much  more  than  fufficient  to  make  the 
place  perfectly  fecure  aga'mft:  fucb  an  attack. 

But,    after  all,  this   fubfequent  intelligence  is. 
little  to  our  purpofe,    as  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
on  the  late  expedition   can  certainly  not  be  deter- 
mined  by  any  circumftances  that  were  not  before 
them  :  no  court  of  juftice.  wou'd  admit  of  fuch 
evidence  •,    and  I  think  the  fame  tendernefs  and 
ftrict  equity  ought  to  be  ufed  in  the  trial  of  mens 
characters  as  of  their  perfons.  —  This  the  author 
himfelf  has  difcover'd  at  laft,  tho'  not  till  the  very 
poftfeript  of  his  work  ;  where,  after  his  invention* 
prejudice,  and   invective,    had  enjoyed  their  full 
fcope  thro'  6y  pages  ;  after  telling  us  of  the  Re- 
ports of  4,000   men    only   ftationed    from  Pert 
'r Orient  to  Bourdeaux,  of  marfhal  Seneterre's  paffing 
his  hours  in  tears,  &c.  he  is  feiz'd  with  a  fudden 
lit  of  candor,  and  tells  us  with  a  noble  air  of  gene- 
rous triumph,  that  he  fcorn'd  to  avail  himfelf  of  the: 
intelligence  lately  brought  from  Rochelle,  by  a  mafter 
of  a  tranfport,  that  he  difdainedto  prejudice  the  mind  of 
the  reader  by  a  tefiimony  of  this  fort,  and  that  he  deter- 
mined the  condutl  of  the  generals  Jhou'd  be  judged  of 
from  the  fame  evidence,  on  which  they  maybe  fuppofed  to 
aft,  but  as  an  opinion  is  by  that  time  form'd,  (which 
our  candid  country  gentleman  has  indeed  taken  due 
pains  to  form)  he  thinks  he  may  as  well  give  the 
Coup  dcGractt   and  from  an  escefs  of  candor  *  keeps 
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ttiis  ftory  in  referve  to  leave  a  favourable  imprefHon 
on  the  mind  of  the  reader. 

In  regard  to  the  term  of  Coup  de  Main,  and  the 
interpretation  to  be  given  it,  it  is  a  difpute  for 
grammarians,  and  not  for  foldiers.  In  fact,  I  do 
maintain,  that  both  in  the  nature  and  intention  of 
this  enterprise,  Surprize  was  the  plan  of  it  ;  the  re- 
fufal  of  a  few  more  battalions,  and  a  proper  artil- 
lery to  force  the  place  •,  the  refufal  to  attempt  get- 
ting newer  or  better  intelligence  of  it,  for  fear  of 
dif covering  the  fecret,  tho'  it  lay  venting  i tfelf  for 
fix  weeks  together,  during  the  delay  of  the  troops 
at  the  ifle  of  Wight ;  and  more  ftill,  the  nature  or 
the  attack  ( in  the  view  of  a  mere  aflault  )  which 
made  furprize  necejjary  to  its  fuccefs  ;  all  prov'd 
That  to  be  the  plan,  and  the  only  plan  of  the  en- 
terprise on  its  outlet  :  I  maintain  alio,  that  it  gra- 
dually varied  from  that  plan,  and  that  the  very 
idea  of  it  was  totally  vanifaed  at  the  time  when  the 
council  of  war  fat  on  the  25th  of 'September  ;  I  don't 
fpeak  of  an  actual  perfect  furprize  only,  where  the 
march  and  attack  are  all  included  in  the  compafs 
of  a  few  hours,  but  of  fuch  a  degree  of  furprize  as 
ihou'd  afford,  in  all  human  appearance,  any  pro- 
fpect  of  practicability  in  the  attempt ;  which  I  rec- 
kon would  have  been  the  cafe,  if  the  troops  had 
landed  in  24  or  48  hours  after  their  appearance  on 
the  coaft  •,  whereas  it  was  the^  6th  day  iince  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  fleet,  when  the  firft  council  of  war 
fat,  and  muft  have  been  the  eighth  or  ninth  before 
the  efcalade  could  have  been  made  \  it  was  no  lon- 
ger time,  then,  for  fuch  an  attempt;  the  opportuni- 
'  ty  was  gone  :  -—  It  was  not  the  fame  of  any  other 
mode  of  attack  ;  which  made  the  weaknefs  of  con- 
fining the  operation  to  that  fingle  idea. 

The  argument  drawn  from  the  article  in  Lord 
Ligonkr's  initructions,  where  he  mentions,  that  it 
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may  succeed  after  the  place  has  been  tho- 
roughly reconnoitred,  I  think  changes  little  in  the 
flate  of  this  queftion  ;  as  that  reconnoitre,  if 
thought  proper,  cou'd  not  take  up  much  time. — It 
was  ftiil  the  fame  mode  of  attack. 

As  for  the  inftances  of  Bergen-op-zcom  and  St. 
Philips  tho' it  is  allowed,  that  attacks  of  that  kind 
may  have  fucceded  in  fome  particular  cafes  without 
furprize  •,  yet  are  thofe  cafes  very  rare,  and  very 
unlike  the  prefent  in  almoft  every  circumftance, 
being  generally  after  the  garrifon  has  been  tired 
and  difpirited  with  a  long  (iegc,  their  defences 
ruined,  their  works  long  batter'd  by  a  fuperior  ar- 
tillery, thofe  attacks  fupported  by  large  armies, 
and  the  plan  of  attack  fuddenly  chang'd,  (perhaps 
on  intelligence  that  the  guards  were  remifs,  or  ill 
pofted,  or  of  fome  treachery  in  the  place,  &c.) 
which  constituted  ilill  a  fpecies  of  Surprize.  This 
was  remarkably  the  cafe  at  Bergen-cp  zoom>  where 
the  defence  was  fo  entirely  neglected,  that  it  was 
univerfally  thought  to  be  from  treachery,  and  a 
defign  to  let  the  place  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
French  ;  yet,  even  here  a  breach,  in  fome  degree 
practicable,  was  made.  The  cafe  of  St.  Philips  vim 
of  the  fame  kind  in  mod  refpects  ^  except  that  the 
attack  was  there,  I  think,  confined  to  fome  of  the 
outworks,  and  no  attempt  niade  on  the  body  of  the 
place. 

I  have  but  one  more,  of  what  our  author  calls 
his  outworks  or  preliminaries,  to  confider,  and  fhall 
then  come  to  my  defence  againft  his  attack  in 
form.  It  is  his  complaint  againft  the  land  officers, 
or  their  advocate,  p.  21,  "  For  having  forced  into 
<c  their  fer vice,  an  argument  drawn  from  the  con- 
"  currence  of  the  fea-offlcers  to  the  refolution  of  the 
"  firft  council  of  war  :  "  yet  nothing  fure  can  be 
more  natural  than  the  compliment  thereby  paid  to 
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the  judgment,  as  well  as  intentions,  of  the  gentle- 
men in  the  fea-fervice.  The  queftion  was  not,  as 
the  author  reprefents,  a  queftion  merely  for  the 
efcalade  of  Rochefort,  that  would  have  been  pro- 
perly determined  by  the  land-ofHcers  only,  after  the 
landing  was  effected  ;  the  queftion  certainly  was, 
whether  it  was  proper  to  land  the  troops  at  the  place 
therein-mentioned,  and  under  the  circumftances  there- 
in defcribed,  in  order  afterwards  to  efcalade  Rochefort> 
no  other  fpecies  of  attack  then  offering  itfelf  ?  This 
the  whole  tenor  of  that  council  of  war  fo  plainly 
evinces,  that  it  is  impoilible  a  doubt  fhou'd  remain 
about  it,  in  the  mind  of  any  man  who  takes  the 
trouble  to  read  it  over,  as  it  ftands  verbatim  in  the 
Enq.  p.  104. 

Where  in  the  beginning  of  it  he  will  find* 
"  That  the  fir  ft  objecl  was  to  determine,  whether  a 
"  proper  landing-place  could  be  found  for  landing  the 
"  troops,  and  that  a  report  made  by  the  rear-admi- 
"  ral,  &c.  being  produced, 

"  The  council  having  taken  the  faid  report  into 
"  confideration,  and  examined  the  pilots,  &?<?. — it 
"  appears  that  there  are  but  two  landing  places, 
"  and  that  the  troops  could  not  be  reimbarked 
^  from  either  in  bad  weather,  the  fwell  of  the  fea 
"  making  fo  great  a  furf  on  the  fhore,  that  no 
**  boats  would  be  able  to  approach  it  to  take  off  the 
"  troops  -,  the  ableft  pilot  having  informed  the 
"  council,  that  he  had  been  at  anchor  kvcn 
*<  weeks  in  this  road,  and  not  a  boat  been  able  to 
"  pafs  or  repafs :  and  it  likewife  appears,  that,  in 
"  cafe  the  troops  mould  be  overpower'd  by  the 
4C  enemy,  they  could  have  no  protection  from  the 
"  mips,  the  fhoal  water  preventing  their  coming 
"  within  gun-fhot." 

It  then,  in  the  fecond  place,  confiders  the  nature 
of  the  attack  on  Rochefort,  and  concludes, 
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H  All  which  being  taken  into  consideration,  &e. 
f «  —  or  confequently  fucceeding  in  an  enterprize 
If  founded  on  the  plan  of  an  aflault  or  efcalade 
*c  merely,  and  the  uncertainty  of  a  fecure  retreat  for 
G'  the  troops  if  landed,  the  council  are  unanimoujly 
*c  of  opinion,  that  fuch  an  attempt  is  neither  ad- 
cc  vifeable  nor  practicable." 

Thus  it  is  plain  to  a  demonftration,  that  the  na- 
ture of  the  landing  place,  the  opennefs  of  the  bay,  the 
want  of  protection  for  the  troops  from  the  /hips,  and 
of  fecurity  for  their  retreat ,  were  as  much  the  ob- 
jects of  deliberation,  as  the  efcalade  of  Rochefort. 
The  operation  in  queftion,  therefore,  confifted  of 
two  branches  \  that  of  the  landing  and  bringing  off 
the  troops  on  one  hand,  and  the  attack  of  the  place 
©n  the  other  \  in  the  former  of  which,  the  fea-of- 
ficers  being  the  proper  judges,  as  the  land  officers 
were  in  the  other,  it  feem'd  natural,  and  agreeable 
to  his  M's  inftructions,  (which  prefcribe  a  joint 
council  of  war  in  that  fituation)  that  one  general 
opinion  fhpu'd  be  taken  on  the  whole,  which  was 
done.  So  that,  if  the  opinion  of  the  fea-officers 
was  founded  in  their  acquiefcence  to  that  of  the 
land-officers,  as  the  author  advances,  I  apprehend 
the  land-officers  might,  with  as  much  reafon,  a- 
fcribe  their  part  in  the  determination  to  the  opinion 
they  had  of  the  judgment  and  knowledge  of  the 
fea-officers  \  as,  in  fact,  that  determination  was 
principally  form'd  upon  thofe  confiderations,  which 
fhew'd  how  extremely  precarious  the  retreat  of  the 
army  muff  be,  from  that  llate  of  the  landing  place  ; 
$s  is  explicitly  declared  by  eyery  one  of  thofe 
gentlemen  who  were  members  of  that  council.  So 
that  in  both  fervices,  they  feem  to  have  acted 
fqually  in  compliance  with  h\s  M9s  injtruclions  to  live 
in  harmony  with  each  other. 

I  beg  the  reader's  pardon  for  the  diffultory  and 


(    25    ) 

•unconnected  method  of  argument  I  have  hitherto 
purfued,  in  compliance  with  that  of  the  gentleman, 
whofe  fteps  I  follow  ;  but  as  this  fkirmifhing  was 
but  the  prelude  to  his  attack  inform,  which  we  are 
now  come  to,  againft  That,  as  carried  on  with  no 
lefs  formidable  an  artillery  than  the  very  articles  of 
the  Report  itfelf,  I  muft  endeavour  to  make  a  more 
methodical  defence. 

In  which  I  fhall  attend  him  thro'  the  feveral  ar- 
ticles, and  his  obfervations  thereon,  as  regularly  as 
I  can  ;  without  neglecting  thofe  failles  of  bis  pen* 
which  it  would  be  an  affront  to  leave  quite  unno- 
ticed. 

On  the  firft  article,  which  regards  the  attack  qf 
Fouras  by  fea,  I  fhall  give  the  reader  very  little 
trouble  :  that  it  was  propofed  by  the  land-officers, 
on  the  footing  of  a  joint  attack  by  fea  and  land, 
particularly  in  the  plans  propofed  by  M.  G.  Con- 
way and  by  Col.  Wolfe,  for  that  purpofe,  appears 
from  Sir  John  Mordaunfs  evidence,  Ena  p.  28.  — . 
As  alfo  from  his  and  Gen.  Conway' }s  narrative,  and 
by  Col.  Wolfe's  and  Col.  Howard's  evidence  at  the 
board.  So  far  at  lea  ft  the  land-officers  (land  acquit- 
ted, as  the  author,  I  think,  con feffes  :  tho'  in  anr 
other  place,  he  fays,  or  infinuates,  the  land -officers 
would  have  taken  no  part  of  it.  "  If  the  fleet  cou'd 
*<  have  taken  Fouras,  they  were  ft  ill  at  liberty  to  do 
u  it."  "  Of  the  whole  which  was  their  department 
M  have  they,  or  did  they  attempt  a  /ingle  part,  &c.  ?,? 

How  far  it  was  practicable  to  have  come  at  it 
by  fea,  I  fhall  no  more  than  the  board  of  General 
Officers  pretend  to  determine ;  what  appears  in 
evidence  is,  that  the  Vice- Admiral  on  the  report  of 
his  Mailer -and  others  whom  he  fent  to  found; 
and  afterwards  on  trials  made  by  himfelf,  and  by 
Thirri  the  pilot,  with  the  bomb-ketches  and  Coven* 
try  frigate, judg'd  it  -impracticable :  bur  how  far 
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the  pofltion  of  the  forty  and  the  wifdom  of  the  French, 
who  the  author  cannot  fuppofe  built  it  to  guard  a 
fand-bank  weigh  againft  this  evidence,  the  reader 
muft  judge  ;  one  thing  is  certain,  that  the  guns  of 
a  fort  can  annoy  fhips  at  a  diftance  much  too  great 
for  mips  to  form  the  attack  of  a  fort. 

I  come  now  to  the  fecond  article  of  the  report, 
which  contains  the  principal  charge  againft  the 
Commmander  in  Chief,  and  againft  the  whole 
Council  of  War;  enlarged  upon  and  fupported 
bv  the  author  with  all  the  bitternefs  his  Imagination 
could  fuggeft  againft  the  Land  Officers  particular- 
ly, and  ftili  more  particularly  againft  three  of 
them,  whom  he  has  felected  out  of  the  eight  who 
compofed  that  Council  as  the  deftined  objects  of 
his  rancour. 

The  lft  part  is  an  accufatipn  againft  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  Sir  J.  M.  for  calling  a  Council  of 
War  inftead  of  immediately  ordering  the  troops  to 
land.  But  as  the  reafon  he  had  for  taking  that  ftep 
are  fo  ftrongly  and  clearly  ftated  in  his  defence  be- 
fore the  Court  Martial,  p.  50.  that  nothing  can  be 
added  to  them,  to  thofe  I  refer  the  reader  ;  the 
rather  as  they  were  in  a  great  meafure  the  fame 
which  afterwards  determined  the  Council  of  War 
in  their  Refolution,  and  which  I  fhall  be  obliged 
to  recapitulate  on  that  account. 

He  fays  there,  that  he  had  a  latitude  given  him 
to  judge  ;  and  a  council  to  affift  him  in  judging  : 
That  he  therefore  acted  agreeably  to  his  Majefty's 
inftructions  by  fummoning  that  Council  in  fo  im^ 
portant  and  difficult  a  cafe. 

"  That  it  could  not  be  difobedience  to  doubt. 

<c  That  it  could  not  be  difobedience  to  defire 
"  affiftance  to  clear  up  that  doubt." 

But  as  this  part  of  the  accufation  is  not  dwelt 
upon  by  the  author,  I  mail  proceed  to  thofe  which 
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follow,  and  which  all  relate  to  the  refolution  of  the 
Council ;  not,  as  the  author  fays,  p.  36.  Their  im- 
mediate refolution  to  go  home  again  ;  or  to  lay  afide 
all  thoughts  of  prof  editing  the  whole  plan,  as  he  fays, 
p.  56.—  But  merely  not  to  land  under  the  parti- 
cular circumftances,  and  for  the  particular  end  (that 
of  the  efcalade)  which  were  then  alone  before 
them. 

For  the  refolution  to  go  home  again*  which  was 
propofed  in  that  Council  of  War,  was  over-ruled 
there,  as  appears  from  General  Conway9 s  Narrative^ 
inquiry,  p.  37.  "  But  a  queftion  being  then  pro- 
*•  pofed  for  determining  to  come  back  to  England^ 
"  I  oppofed  it,  as  it  was  not  in  that  view  I  gave 
"  my  affent  to  the  former  queftion  ;  and  thought 
"  we  mould  by  all  means  fee  what  farther  could  be 
"  done,  fcJV." 

Thus  it  appears  not  only  that  the  Council  of 
War  did  not,  immediately  refolve  to  go  home  again^ 
as  is  advanced,  but  did  in  effect  refolve  the  contrary ^ 
by  confidering  and  rejecting  a  proportion  ftated 
for  that  purpofe. 

But  as  the  grand  queftion,  Why  they  did  not  atlu- 
ally  refolve  to  land  ?  ftill  remains  to  be  cleared  up, 
I  muft  beg  the  reader's  patience,  while  I  en- 
deavour to  retrace  in  his  mind  thofe  fads  and  thofe 
ideas  which  the  author  has  exhaufted  all  his  logick 
and  eloquence  to  obliterate. 

Firft  then  it  muft  be  confidered,  upon  what  in- 
telligence, and  upon  what  plan,  this  Expedition  was 
fent  out. 

2dly,  What  new  intelligence,  or  what  new  cir- 
cumftances,  intervened  to  affect  that  plan  previous 
to  the  Council  of  War  of  the  25th  September. 

And  3dly,  What  particular  evidence  appeared 
at  that  Council  to  induce  them  to  come  to  that  un- 
animous opinion  which  they  gave. 

As 
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As  to  the  intelligence  the  government  had  re- 
ceived, it  lies  in  a  pretty  fhort  compafs,  and  was 
in  fubftance  as  follows. 

Some  time  in  the  year  1 754,  an  Englijh  officer 
(Captain,  now  Lieutenant  CI — ke)  returning  from 
Gibraltar ',  was  led  by  his  curiofity  to  Rochefort^ 
where  he  (laid  a  few  days,  and  was,  I  think,  allow- 
ed to  walk,  in  company  with  a  French  engineer, 
twice  round  the  works,  which  he  imagined  to  be  at 
that  time  fo  weak,  that  it  would  not  be  difficult 
to  take  the  place  by  efcalade  or  furprize. 

The  account  he  gave  was  in  fubftance,  That 
there  was  an  opening  in  the  rampart  by  the  river- 
fide  ;  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  rampart  was  not 
regularly  flanked  ;  that  there  were  no  outworks, 
and  that  the  ditch  was  imperfect;  nay,  that  in 
fome  places  there  was  no  ditch  at  all.  On  the 
other  hand,  as  he  himfelf  ftates,  there  was  a  large 
and  high  rampart  of  earth  well  faced  with  ftone 
found  the  place  ♦,  that  rampart  was  every  where 
flanked  with  redans  (there  were  alfo  fome  baftions5 
or  half  baftions)  the  ditch  was  wet  good  part  of 
the  way  round  on  each  fide  from  the  river ;  the 
opening  he  mentioned  was  in  low,  marmy  ground 
by  the  river-fide,  already  cut  with  muddy  ditches, 
Into  which  the  tide  flowed  \  and  there  were,  when 
he  was  there,  though  in  time  of  peace,  1,000 
marines  in  garrifon  •,  he  had  taken  no  plan  of  the 
place ;  he  did  not  know  the  heighth  of  the  ranv 
part;  he  did  not  know  pofitively,  whether  there 
were  draw-bridges  before  the  gates  *,  he  could  not 
account  for  the  vail  mafs  of  earth  that  compofed 
the  rampart ;  which  by  his  own  guefs,  and  by  the 
account  he  took  from  an  Old  Geographical  Dicti- 
onary, was  not  lefs  than  twenty  or  twenty-five  feet 
high,  anal  by  all  accounts  thick  enough  to  beaf 
two  rows  of  trees,  and  to  be,  I  think,  the  chief 
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airing  of  the  town  For  coaches,"and  yet  formed,  zi 
he  fays,  in  fome  places  without  any  ditch  at  all  be-- 
fore  it.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  ftate  of  the  place 
Jince  the  year  1754,  nor  of  the  number  of  troops  in 
garrifon  there,  or  fiationed  near  it,  and  had  no 
knowledge  at  all  of  the  coafi  or  landing,  or  the  country 
leading  to  the  place. 

Such  was  the  evidence  of  Colonel  Cl—ke,  after- 
wards confirmed  in  fome  parts  by  J  of.  Thierri,  a 
French  pilot,  as  may  be  (cm  in  his  deposition  laid 
before  the  board  of  General  OfHcers,  Enq.  p.  68. 
but  with  equal  ignorance  of  the  landing  and  coaft, 
as  alfo  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  place,  the  garrifon, 
and  troops  in  the  neighbourhood,  he  not  having 
been  at  the  town  for  ten  years  paft.  Which  on  the 
whole  amounts  to  little  more  than  this,  That  three 
years  and  an  half  ago,  a  town  on  the  continent  of 
France,  had  a  breach  in  its  rampart  in  a  low  marfhy 
fpot,  and  its  ditch  not  compleat  all  round-,  though 
that  circumftance  was  totally  incredible  as  the  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  folid  earth,  which  compofed  its 
rampart,  could  no  where  be  had  fo  ready,  fo  cheap, 
and  fo  convenient  as  from  the  excavation  of  a  ditch 
before  it. 

Such  was  the  only  intelligence  received  previous 
to  the  embarkation  of  the  troops ;  except  in- 
deed that  authentick  account  of  the  French  King's 
forces  furnilhed  the  Miniftry  by  their  mpft  con- 
fidential correfpondent,  by  which  it  appeared,  as  I 
have  fhewn,  that  there  did  not  remain  much, 
above  150,000  men,  who  were  not  imagined  to  be 
probably  a  great  diftance  from  Rochefort  at  that 
time. 

Having  thus  ftated  what  was  the  intelligence, 
Tfhall  next  mew  what  was,  as  I  apprehend,  the  na- 
ture of  the,  plan  on  which  this  Expedition  was 
fcnt  ou& 
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Which,  as  appears  by  his  Majefty's  inftructiori§ 
to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  and  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  was 
in  the  firft  inflance  to  caufe  a  diverfion  in  favour  of 
his  R.  H.  the  Duke  and  the  Electorate,  at  that 
time  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  overpowered 
by  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  the  French  forces.  For 
the  battles  of  Rojbach  and  Lijfa  not  having  been 
then  fought,  it  was  not  expected  as  a  thing  of 
courfe,  that  25  or  30,000  men  were  to  beat  80  or 
90,000  •,  nor  was  it  yet  the  fyftem  to  complain + 
that  a  General,  with  25,000  effective  men  in  the 
field,  did  no  more  than  ft  and  a  battle ',  and  almoft 
gain  a  vitlory  againft  70,000.  For  as  the  author 
fays  ironically j  but  very  truly,  p.  64.  There  were 
certainly  not  fo  many  men  in  the  German  as  in  the 
French  army :  he  might  have  added,  by  at  lead 
50*000. 

I  fay  therefore,  that  in  this  light  the  meafure  wasf 
wife  and  folid ;  to  draw  back  any  part  of  the 
enemy's  troops  from  Germany,  or  to  prevent  more 
from  being  fent  there,  was  in  that  conjun6ture  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  the  common  caufe,  no- 
thing was  better  calculated  for  this  purpofe  than  an 
alarm  on  the  coafts  of  France  -,  and  if,  in  the  courfe 
of  that  operation,  any  material  ftroke  could  be 
flruck,  that  might  eiTentially  annoy  the  enemy,  no- 
body can  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  making  that 
attempt. 

Such  an  one,  I  muft  be  candid  enough  to  own, 
was  the  attack  of  Rochefort ;  then  the  favourite, 
and  fince  become  the  oniy  object  of  this  enter* 
prize.  But  that  the  foundation  on  which  it  refted, 
or  the  particular  mode  pitched  upon  for  the  exe- 
cution, did  in  any  degree  anfwer  the  wifdom  of  the 
defign,  I  muft,  according  to  the  belt  of  my  judg- 
ment, abfolutely  deny. 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe  our  intelligence  was  very  defective  as  I 
have  fhewn;  and  becaufe  we  chofe  to  attack  a 
place  on  the  footing  of  a  furprize,  which  could 
fcarce  poffibly  be  furprized,  and,  by  our  eagernefs 
in  that  vain  purfuit,  negle&ed  every  mode  of  at- 
tack to  which  that  place  was  by  its  fituation,  and 
by  the  ftate  of  its  works,  unalterably  expofed. 

The  Admirals  and  Generals,  it  is  faid,  ftrongly 
objected  to  the  prudence  of  proceeding  on  this 
plan,  and  on  this  fcanty  intelligence ;  they  afked 
for  a  few  more  battalions  and  an  artillery  fit  to  at- 
tack the  place  (Court  Martial,  p.  6j.)  knowing 
from  its  conftru&ion  it  could  make  little  refiftance 
againft  fuch  an  attack,  probably  not  more  than  of 
a  few  days  only,  if  the  garrifon  was  weak}  it  was 
aifo  urged,  that  even  then  it  did  not  feem  too  late 
to  get  fome  farther  and  frejher  intelligence  :  to 
which  it  was  anfwered,  That  no  more  battalions 
could  be  fpared  •,  that  more  artillery  was  unne- 
cessary, as  the  Jcheme  was  formed  upon  the  footing 
cf  a  Coup  de  Main,  or  furprize*  and  not  of  a  re- 
gular liege ;  and  in  regard  to  intelligence,  it  was 
not  to  be  ventured,  as  the  leaft  alarm  muft  be  fatal 
to  the  enterprize  ,  fo  that  it  was  thought  better  to 
truft  to  chance  for  the  nature  of  the  coasl  and  land- 
ing*  the  prefent  condition  of  the  place*  the  slate  of 
the  garrifon,  &c.  than  attempt  to  get  any  better 
information  at  the  rifque  of  the  fecret. 

Thus  I  think  it  is  clear  beyond  a  doubt,  that 
whatever  terms  were  ufed  in  the  inftructions  of 
forcings  vigorous  impreffions*  warm  alarms*  burn- 
ing and  deftroying*  &c.  they  do  by  no  means  prove, 
as  the  author  is  willing  to  conclude,  that  furprize 
was  out  of  the  quefcion  in  any  part  of  this  operation, 
furprendre  une  place  de  vive  force ;  to  furprize  a 
place  by  fiorm  or  affault*  is  an  expreOlon  ufed  by 
Monfieur  de  Fetquieres*  and  exactly  anfwers  the 
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icfeaoF  tilis  attack;  of  this  fpecies  of  furprfce^ 
which  could  in  no  fhape  be  on  the  footing  of 
ftealing  into  a  place,  as  the  author  ridiculoufly  ftates  ; 
but  of  coming  near  or  before  it  by  furprize,  or  with 
giving  as  little  notice  as  poffible  to  the  enemy,  in 
order  afterwards  to  make  your  vigorous  impreffion^ 
and  make  that  impreffion  fuccefsful.  It  does  not 
follow,  even  where  the  utmoft  precautions  are 
taken,  that  becaufe  it's  a  furprize,  in  the  ftricteft 
fenfe,  there  is  to  be  no  force  ufed,  and  no  fight- 
ing ;  as  Prince  Eugene  found  at  Cremona,  Man- 
tua, and  Briffac,  at  every  one  of  which  he  was  re- 
pulfed,  though  he  came  before  thofe  places  by  fur- 
prize. 

I  come  now  to  mew  how  furprize  being  thef 
plan,  and  the  neceflary  plan  of  this  undertakings 
on  the  footing  of  a  Coup  de  Main  -,  that  plan  failed* 
and  the  very  idea  of  it  feemed  vanished  even  be- 
fore the  fleet  came  in  fight  of  the  French  coaft,  and 
much  more  ftill  during  the  fix  days  delay  between 
that  and  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  War. 

For  firfl,  by  the  tranfports  being  taken  up  in  the^ 
river,  while  the  troops  were  aflfembled  in  the  Ifle  of 
Wight,  it  happened  that  the  embarkation  was  de- 
layed near  two  months  from  the  time  of  the  firfl: 
preparations,  made  pretty  early  in  July. 

2dly,  No  feint  was  ever  made  to  draw  off  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  •,  but  on  the  contrary,  all 
our  preparations  carried  on  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
clearly  indicated  the  true  defign,  againft  the  coaft  of 
France,  which  however  it  might  be  overlooked  by 
fome  of  our  politicians  at  home  did  not  efcape  the 
vigilance  of  our  enemy.  For  the  affembling  the 
troops  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  fhewed  the  defiinatiori 
was  Southward ;  but  the  victualling  of  the  fleet 
for  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  particularly  the  troop  of 
horfe  embarked  with  forage  for  Jhs  <&eeks  only* 
j  Ihewed 
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fhewed  it 'was  neither  for  America,  nor  for  the  Me- 
diterranean ;  it  could  therefore  only  be  for  the  coaft 
of  France. 

And  the  fcaling  ladders,  petards,  and  other  pre- 
parations for  a  furprize  were  fo  publicly  fhipped, 
that  they  were  mentioned  in  all  the  News-Papers. 

From  thefe  circumilances  alone,  it  was  pretty 
plain  to  an  intelligent -'obferver,  ourdefign  mud  be 
difcovered  :  the  intelligence  received,  during  the 
delay  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight \  plainly  mowed  it  was 
difcovered. 

As  early  as  nth  Aupift\  there  was,  in  the  Lai- 
don  Chronicle,  an  article  from  Paris,  faying,  The 
French  knew  our  dejign  was  againfi  their  coafi,  but 
that  it  gave  the  court  no  uneafinefs.  That  they  fiould 
not  draw  afingle  man  from  Germany,  but  only  fend 
'down  to  the  coafi,  what  was  fujficient  for  its  de- 
fence. 

Another  article  from  Rcchefort,  That  an  Eng- 
lifh  vejjel  had  been  taken,  which  difcovered  cur  dejign 
to  be  againsl  the  If  e  of  Rhe  or  Gleron,  or  that  part 
'  cf  the  coo.fi. 

15th  Auguft,  a  Captain  of  a  vefTel  who  had  been 
prifoner  at  St.  Maloe's,  and  was  fent  back  to 
Guernfey,  fwore  before  a  magiflrate,  that  the  Duke 
d'Aignillon  was  come  to  vtfit  the  ceasl,  that  they  were 
making  all  forts  of  preparations  there,  and  that  he 
heard  a  large  body  of  troops,  he  faid  upwards  of 
20, goo  men ,  zvere  to  march  through  that,  place  next 
■day. 

Soon  after  this,  an  intercepted  letter  to  a  French 
prifoner  here,  faid,  The  Duke  d'Aiguillon  had  then 
finifioed  the  review  of  the  coasl,  and  ordered  all  things 
necejj'ary  for  its  defence. 

Captain  Cleveland,  Captain  of  a  Man  of  War5 
about  the  fame  time  fpoke  with  a  Butch  Man  of 
War  immediately  from  Rcchelle,  the  firfl  Lieutenant 

C  of 


(34) 

of  which  told  him  the  Englifh  were  then  expecledat 
Rochelle,  &c .  but  that  they  thought  them/elves  fo 
fecure,  they  were  making  no  extraordinary  prepara- 
tions.  This  account  was  fent  up  to  the  Admiralty 
ioth  Auguft. 

Thus  even  before  the  embakation  of  the  troops, 
was  the  alarm  traced  all  along  the  French  coaft  from 
St.  Make's,  &c.  quite  down  to  Rochelle  and  Roche- 
fort. 

The  moll  fanguine  now  fhook  their  heads,  and, 
how  little  willing  foever  they  may  be  to  own  it 
fince,  I  know,  from  very  good  authority,  that 
fome  of  the  chief  promoters  of  this  project  in  the 
cabinet  told  their  friends,  They  thought  the  oppor- 
tunity was  loft,  and  that  the  alarm  had  now  been  too 
long  taken  to  have  any  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

With  thefe  aufpicious  omens  for  a  furprize,  the 
fleet  failed  from  Spithead  on  the  8  th  September,  be- 
ing about  two  months  after  the  firft  fo  public  pre- 
parations for  this  fecret  Expedition  ;  and  ftill  failed 
without  any  newer  or  better  information  of  the  coaft 
or  place  they  were  going  to,  than  thofe  I  have 
mentioned  to  have  been  received  two  months  be- 
fore ;  fo  fatal  was  the  leaft  alarm  ftill  underftood  to 
be  to  the  defign. 

The  very  day  after  it  failed,  a  Spanifh  veflfel 
bound  to  Havre- de-Grace  pad  through  our  fleet,. as 
did  almoft  every  day  fome  neutral  vefTel. 

On  the  1 1  th  September,  Captain  Proby  of  the 
Medway  fpoke  with  a  Dutch  fhip,  the  Marguerita, 
from  Vannes  to  Dort,  who  faid,  An  embargo  was 
then  laid  on  all  fhipping  in  France,  as  they  expecled  a 
defcent  on  the  coaft,  and  particularly  on  the  fide  of 
Rhe,  Rochelle,  &c. 

13th  September,  being  then  a  little  to  the  Wefl> 
ward  of  Plymouth,  Captain  Gilchrift  of  the  Southamp- 
ton brought  into  the  Beet  a  French  frigate,  called 
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the  Emerald^  which  he  took  off  Br  eft  the  day  be- 
fore, among  whofe  papers  was  found  a  letter  to 
Captain  Perigni,  Captain  of  that  fhip,  who  was 
killed  in  the  engagement,  of  which  the  following 
is  an  extract : 

57.  Mathieu  4th  Sept.  1J5J. 
"  1  received  lately  your  letter,  my  dear  Perigniy 
"  in  a  trip  I  made  to  Breft.  You  know  that  I  ar- 
*c  rived  there  the  20th  ;  the  Duke  £ Aiguillon  the 
"  day  before  in  the  evening,  I  was  lent  here  the 
"  21ft,  to  infpecl:  the  batteries,  and  to  fee  them  in 
*:  condition,  l$c. —  If  the  marine  has  taken  care  to 
"  fecure  Br  eft  9  the  land  has  not  been  idle.  We 
"  have  here,  at  two  or  three  leagues  about  us,  near 
"  7000  regular  troops >  and  1500  gardecotes.  There 
46  are  alfo  regular  troops  and  gardecotes  in  the 
"  diftrict  of  Crofan  -,  and  all  the  batteries  of  that 
"  fide  are  alfo  prepared. " 

By  this  it  appears  authentically,  that  the  coaft 
had  been  long  alarmed,  and  that  there  were  more 
regular  troops  upon  it  than  our  Minifters  guejfed\ 
7000  near  Breft  >  and  more  on  the  other  fide  the 
BreftWtttr. 

Afterwards  it  is  faid,  there  was  farther  in- 
formation by  fome  Dutch  velfels  from  Rocbelle  of 
the  alarm  and  preparations  making  in  thofe  parts. 

The  fleet  came  in  fight  of  the  Lie  of  Oleron  on 
the  20th  September \  the  2 2d  at  night  they  entered 
the  Pertuis  d'Antioche. 

The  Ifle  of  Aix  was  taken  on  the  23d. 

The  report  from  the  Rear  Admiral  and  Captains 
fent  to  found  and  reconnoitre  the  coaft,  in  order  to 
difcover  a  landing-place ',  was  made  on  the  24th  in 
the  afternoon,  and  the  Council  of  War  met  next 
JBlojning,  25th. 
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Thus,  I  think,  I  have  fhewn,  that  furprize  was 
really  the  plan  of  this  Expedition  ;  and  alfo  that 
the  idea  of  it  certainly  no  longer  exifted  when  the 
Council  of  War  met.  So  that  I  do  not  fay  it  was 
improbable,  it  was  impcffble  the  enemy,  amidft  all 
their  alarm  and  care  for  every  other  part  of  the 
coaft,  mould  have  totally  neglected  Rochefort, 
perhaps  the  mod  important,  and  one  of  the  weak- 
eft  on  it,  to  the  degree  that  is  now  fuppofed  or 
pretended ;  to  the  degree  of  net  repairing  a  breach, 
not  making  a  coupure  for  their  defence,  when  an 
enemy  had  been  actually  in  fight  fix  days.  For,  as 
bur  author  fays,  p.  28.  'Though  we  jhcitld  not  have 
too  high  an  opinion  of  the  French  wifdom  and  ability  ; 
yet  I  do  fuppofe,  that  in  'matters  of  defence ■,  they  do 
'condutl  themfehes  on  principles  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
tire  adopted  by  the  resl  of  mankind. 

But,  fays  the  Report  of  the  board  of  General 
Officers,  and.  fo  fays  the  author  after  them,  It  does 
not  appear  that  there  were  then,  or  at  any  time  after- 
war ds,  either  a  body  of  troops  or  batteries  on  the  Jhore 
fufficient  to  prevent  the  attempting  a  defcent. 

It  is  not  quite  clear,  what  number  might  be 
fufficient  to  prevent  a. defcent :  The  Quarter-Ma- 
fter  General,  on  the  Expedition,  Colonel  Wolfe, 
being  afked  the  queftion,  faid,  "  He  imagined 
"  1000  foot  and  200  horfe  might  be  fufficient 
*c  to  oppofe  the  landing  of  2  or  3000  men  from 
"  boats;"  which  was  more  by  all  calculations 
than  the  boats  of  the  fleet  contained.  But  as 
there  were  fand  hills  near  the  fhore  (which  the 
author  remarks,  with  a  fort  of  triumph,  were  no 
lefs  than  forty  yards  from  high-water  mark,  p. 
37.)  and  as  the  troops  could  have  no  affiftance 
from  the  cannon  of  the  fhips,  it  is  imagined  half 
that  number  doing  their  duty,  might  prevent  it,;, 
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and  more  than  thefe  were  feen  by  Admiral  Brode- 
rick  on  the  23d  or  24th  at  that  very  place. 

But  in  this  the  report  has  felected  the  only  ob- 
jection, on  which  no  ftrefs  was  laid,  •  and  which  is 
not  even  taken  notice  of  in  the  Council  of  War  ; 
for  had  the  refinance  to  be  expected  in  the  landing 
been  the  chief  objection,  it  certainly  -mould  have 
been  rifqued,  as  it  appears  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Generals  and  the  Council  of  War  in  their  fub- 
fequent  refolution  to  land;  if  they  were  repulfed 
in  that  attempt,  the  evil  was  not  very  great,  perhaps 
the  lofs  of  a  few  hundred  men -,  and  certainly,  as 
the  author  fays,  Lives  ?:wft  be  rifqued,  and  Cbriftian 
blood  fpilt  upon  fuch  occafions.  But  the  danger  here 
arofe  from  the  total  want  of  protection  from  the 
mips  in  cafe  of  a  retreat  -,  and  the  total  infecurity 
of  any  communication  with  the  fleet  from  the 
fituation  of  the  landing-place  on  the  open  bay  : 
as  appears  from  the  words  of  the  Council  of  War, 
the  opinion  of  the  Sea  Officers  given  there,  and 
the  evidence  of  the  Pilot  who  had  had  experience 
of  it-,  and  alfo  by  the  depofitions  of  Admiral 
Knczvles  and  Admiral  Brcderick  at  the  board  of 
General  Officers,  p.  35  and  46. 

And,  though  in  thefe  times  of  clamour  and  en- 
quiry, an  Officer  is  almoft  afraid  to  name  the 
word  Retreat  -,  I  know  of  no  one  General  of  cha- 
racter, ancient  or  modern,  nor  no  writer  on  the  art 
of  wrar,  who  has  not  looked  upon  that  as  a  capital 
and  mod  effential  point  in  all  military  under- 
takings. 

If  you  land  in  an  American  ifland,  where  you 
know  the  amount  of  the  force  that  can  come  againft 
you,  you  may  be  eafy  about  it ;  but  none  but  a 
madman  could  be  indifferent  about  the  retreat  of 
his  army  from  the  continent  of  France. 

I  mud  alfo  infill,  if  authority,  were  wanting  to 
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prove  a  thing  felf-evident,  that  Lord  Ligonier's 
paper  delivered  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt  does,  not- 
withstanding the  author's  attempt  to  invalidate  it, 
contain  a  mod  diftindt  and  explicit  inflruction  on 
this  head,  not  at  all  weakened  by  any  other  part 
of  thoie  inftructions. 

His  words,  which  do  honour  to  his  fkill  and 
judgment,  are, 

"  If  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  on  Rochefort,  it 
"  will  be  the  part  of  the  Admiral  to  know  the  coafts 
*c  to  cover  the  landing  by  the  difpojition  of  his  floips, 
"  and  to  deftroy  any  barbette  batteries  the  enemy 
"  may  have  upon  the  fhore,  ftiil  remembering 
"  that  if  the  troops  are  landed  at  too  great  diftance 
"  from  the  place,  the  defign  will  become  dangerous, 
"  and  probably  impracticable. 

"  Afafe  and  well- fecured  communication  between 
*.*  the  camp  and  the  fea,  from  whence  you  are  to  re- 
**  ceive  your  fupplies  of  all  forts,  is  abfolutely  necef- 
"  fary  ;  the  whole  depends  upon  it." 

It  appears  here  upon  the  moil  refpeclabie  autho- 
rity, That  the  fhips  fhould  lye  up  to  afftft  the  landing  >, 
that  the  retreat,  and  alfo  the  communication  with  the 
fhips,  fhould  be  fecured  ;  that  the  whole  depends  upon 
it  ;  and  that  the  defign  would  become  dangerous 
and  probably  impracticable,  if  the  troops  were  land- 
ed at  too  great  diftance  from  the  place. 

Now  it  is  certain  the  landing-place,  or  places 
near  Chatelaillcn,  had  all  the  difadvantage  they 
could  have  under  every  one  of  thefe  circumftances  •, 
the  fhips  could  not  lye  up  within  two  miles  \  the  re- 
treat and  communication  were  not  fecured,  and  the 
landing-place  was  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Roche- 
fort. 

But  the  author  tells  us  gravely,  that  by  throw- 
ing up  an .  entrenchment  on  the  fhore,  the  retreat 
would  have  been  fufficiently  fecured  \  and,  with  the 
2  greatefl 
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greateft  injuftice  to  Lord  Lfgonier's  judgment, 
quotes  his  authority  for  this  egregious  blunder ;  as 
if  cafting  up  an  entrenchment  on  the  fhore  would 
prevent  the  wind  from  changing  to  the  Wefi^  or 
the  open  bay  from  being  ruffled  with  a  fiorm ; 
without  which  the  fecuring  the  retreat  by  land, 
while  the  communication  was  cut  off  by  fea,  would 
be  like  conftru&ing  a  Fete  de  Pont  to  repafs  a  river, 
when  you  had  no  bridge  to  crofs  it. 

But  that  a  wefterly  wind  would  have  cut  off*  the 
Communication,  has  been  already  proved,  and  even 
the  author  is  candid  enough  to  allow  the  poffibility 
of  the  winds  changing  •,  which  the  Council  of  War 
thought  a  contingency  too  probable  to  rifque  the 
lofs  of  the  whole  army  upon,  at  a  time  when  they 
had  no  profped  at  all  of  fuccefs,  in  the  only  mode 
of  attack  which  then  offered. 

But  we  are  told,  p.  37.  that  Sir  Edward  Hawke 
fays  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt:  He  and  every  one 
elfe  were  of  opinion  the  landing  might  be  effected.  I 
have  already  faid,  That  every  one  was  of  that  opinion^ 
at  leaft  that  it  was  poffible  \  but  I  have  alfo  fhewn, 
that  every  one  (Sir  Edward  Hawke  not  excepted} 
was  againfi  that  landings  as  appears  from  the  firft 
Council  of  War,  not  merely  on  account  of  the  ef- 
calade. — We  are  told  alfo  that  Admiral  Brcderick 
fays,  "  He  could  have  got  out  of  the  boats  with- 
ct  out  wetting  his  fhoes!"  that  is  true-,  but  then 
the  fame  Admiral  Broderick  alfo  fays,  (being  afked, 
If  the  men  of  war  could  cover  the  landing  or  retreat  ?) 
He  don't  think  they  could  do  either  the  one  or  the 
other.     Court  Martial,  p.  45. 

He  alfo  fays,  That  the  changing  of  the  wind 
would  have  cut  off  the  communication  with  the 
mips  at  that  landing-place. — For,  being  afked, 
"  Whether  feveral  winds  might  not  have  detained 
"  the  fleet  in  the  road  of  Bafqiies  ?  he  answers, 
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that  cc  he  refers  to  the  Council  of  War^    faying? 
C*J  That  the  fame  'wind  which  would  have  -prevented 
c'  the  troops  from  reimbarking,   would    have   de- 
'c  tained  the  fquadron  there,"  Enq.  p.  46. 

Admiral  Know/es  alfo  gives  his  opinion  precifely 
•to  the  fame  effect,  and  almofl  in  the  fame  words, 
Enq.  p.  35.  which  fhews,  that  there  were  other 
ccnji derations  attended  to  in  that  Council,  befides 
the  opinion  of  the  Land  Officers  on  the  efcalade. 

But  as  a  farther  proof  of  Admiral  Brcderick's 
good  opinion  of  this  landing-place,  the  author  tells 
lis,  that  the  Admiral  declares,  "  That  men  of 
&  w4r  could  come  within  two  miles  %  and  that  the 
cc  (and  hills  were  forty  yards  diftant  from  high- 
"  water  mark." 

Thefe  may  be  very  good  reafons  in  the  new 
fyftem  of  warfare  •,  recording  to  the  old  notions  of 
things,  they  would  have  been  reckoned  very  bad 
ones..  As  two  miles  is  confefTedly  out  of  gun-jhot, 
which  all  the  Admirals  declare  at  the  Council  of 
War-,  and  forty  yards,,  the  cliflance  of  the  land 
hills,  is  about  one  fifth  of  a  point  blank  mufquet-fhot.' 

So  that  I  am  very  curious  to  know  what  the 
Country  Gentleman's  idea  is  of  the  utility  of  men 
of  war  at  two  miles  diftance  ;  or,  how  near  he  thinks 
the  fand  hills  mould  be  to  annoy  the  troops  on 
their  landing  ? 

As  to  the  effect  of  the  bombs  in  clearing  the 
ground  for  a  mile  beyond  them,  as  we  are  told,  p. 
43.  and  the  landing  under  the  protellion  of  bomb- 
kelches  :■  it  is  ib  much  the  idea  of  a  Country  Gen- 
tleman indeed,  that  it  is  impofilble  to  reafon  feri- 
oufly  noon  it:  it  being  known  there^were  but  two 
bomb- ketches  in  the  Meet. 

There  is  yet  another  extraordinary  inftance  of 
this  plain  Country  Gentleman's  veracity  on  this 
feme  head,  p.  41.    where  he   tells  us  pofuiveiy, 

"  That 
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"  That  Admiral  Knowles,  in  concurrence  with 
"  the  Admiral  and  Captains  who  went  to  recon- 
ct  noitre,  had  allured  them  (the  Generals)  there 
"  wrere  two  landing-places  out  of  the  reach  of  any 
"  battery;  that  the  beach  was  dry,  fandy,  firm, 
"  C5 'c.  and  though  the  cannon  from  the  men  of 
"  war  could  not  annoy  the  troops,  yet  the  bomb- 
"  ketches  might,'5  &c. 

I  have'  locked  over  Admiral  Kncwles's  evidence 
with  attention,  and  can  find  no  fuch  words  in  it 
any  where,  nor  any  thing  relative  to  the  landing- 
place  at  Chatelaillon,  but  what  follows  : 

"  Being  afked  what  kind  of  landing-place  there 
*<  was  at  Chatelaillon  bay  for  boats  r"  anfwered, 
"  He  was  not  there,  but  refers  to  Rear -Admiral 
"  Rrocerick,"  Enq_.  p.  45. 

So  that  Admiral  Knewles*s  Concurrence  does  not 
add  m.uch  weight  to  the  opinion  of  thofe.  Gentle- 
men ;  what  that  was  I  have  already  dated. 

Such  was  the  nature  of  the  intelligence  received 
by  the  Council  of  War  and  by  the  General  Officers 
on  this  head,  and  fuch  their  reafoning  upon  it. — ■ 
But  Officers  it  feems  Jhould  not  reafon  !  and  one 
of  them  is  exprefly  condemned  for  judging  by  rea- 
foning and  intelligence,  p.  36.  their  duty  all  ly- 
ing in  the  narrow  compafs  of  the  word  Obedience. 
"The  firft  duty  of  a  foldier  is  obedience.— If  he  is  or- 
dered on  an  attack,  he  is  not .  to  aj%  "whether,  he  canx 
get  back. — Who  conjlituted  them  Counsellors  of  fate, 
and  fubmiticd  the  propriety  of  their  orders  to  their  de- 
cificn,  &c  ?  p.  34. 

•"It  is  rather  odd,  that  the  author  himfelf  mould 
overturn  all  'this  fine  declamation  in  the  very  next 
paragraph  :  where  he  fays,  "  This  muft  be  thexafe 
"-  when  ordfe  are  exprefs  zn&pcfJiz-e.  Where  in- 
"  deed  difcretionary  orders  are  given,  there  arifes  a 
^latitude  and  power  of  judging.     Such  was "tin- 
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"  doubtedly  the  prefent  cafe."  He  allows  they  had 
a  latitude  to  judge  in  the  prefent  cafe /  To  his 
queftion  therefore,  Who  conftituted  them  Counfellors 
cf  State  ?  the  anfwer  is  eafy,  It  was  the  author 
nimfelf :  he  firfl  conftituted  them  fo  in  order  to 
condemn  them  afterwards  for  being  fo  \  fince  in 
reality  their  part  was  no  more  than  this,  that  be- 
ing to  determine  on  the  execution  of  an  enterprize, 
cf  which  they  were  made  the  judges,  by  his  own  con- 
cefiion,  they  did  prefume  fo  far  as  to  form  that 
judgment  on  reafoning  and  intelligence,  two  af- 
Mants,  which,  if  fome  friends  of  the  author  had 
confulted  a  little  more  fully,  it  would  not  have 
clone  them  any  difcredit. 

But  to  think  at  all  was  the  crime ;  and  to  think 
about  fecuring  a  retreat  for  the  army,  abfolute 
cowardice  :  If  a  foldier  is  ordered  to  an  attack,  he 
is  not  to  ajk  whether  he  can  get  back,  p.  34. 

The  author  to  be  fure  means  this  of  a  General 
titling  with  difcretionary  power,  or  elfe  it  is  imper^ 
tineht,  and  no  way  applicable  to  the  prefent: 
queftion  ;  and  yet  fo  applied,  certainly  conftitutes 
a  very  curious  doctrine  for  the  command  of  armies. 
I  remember  in  a  filly  Novel  an  account  of  a  great 
General,  called  Tete  a  Peruque,  or  a  Wig-Mock  \ 
who  is  defcribed  as  a  perfon  of  undaunted  courage 
and  heroic  refolution  (a  heaven  fent  general)  but 
who  never  made  calculations,  fuppofed  difficulties, 
or  thought  of  retreats-,  he  makes  a  noble  cam- 
paign with  infinite  perfonal  fpirit,  and  many  brave 
exploits,  but  at  the  end  of  it  has  the  misfortune  to 
find  himfelf  and  the  remains  of  his  army,  after 
many  defeats,  caught  in  a  moufe-trap. 

Inftances  not  much  unlike  it  are  to  be  found  in 
more  ferious  Hiftory,  particularly  that  of  a  prince 
of  Saxe  Eifenach)  who  having  landed  10,000  men 
in  an  ifland  of  the  Rhine,  without  fecuring  his  re- 
treaty 


. 
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treaty  was  forced  to  furrender  himfelf  and  his  whole 
army  by  capitulation  to  Marfhal  Crequi. 

Another  inftanceof  a  fimilar  kind  happened,  as 
I  remember,  to  a  corps  of  Spanijh  troops  landed  in 
Ireland,  who  were  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners 
of  war,  having  no  care  taken  for  their  retreat. 

Monfieur  de  Feuquieres  condemns  the  mifcondu<5t 
of  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Eifenach  as  a  mod  fhameful 
breach  of  military  duty,  and  ranks  it  among  thofe 
difhonourable  capitulations  of  places  for  which 
governors  have  been  punifhed ;  not  on  account  of 
the  capitulation  itfelf,  which  his  fituation  made  ne- 
ceffary,  but  of  the  imprudence  with  which  he  had 
brought  himfelf  into  that  fituation,  Mem.  de  Feuq. 
vol.  iv.  p.  214.  Nor  could  any  officer,  or  any 
man  of  common  fenfe,  form  a  different  opinion  of 
it,  till  this  new  fyftem  of  Generalfhip  was  efta* 
blifhed. 

Thus  it  ftood  with  refpect  to  the  landing;  the 
next  part  of  the  charge  regards  the  attempt  to  be 
made  on  Rochefort.  Where  jhe  board  of  General 
Officers  declare,  That  it  does  not  appear  to  them, 
that  there  were  any  ftifficient  reafon  to  induce  the 
Council  of  War  to  believe  that  Rochefort  was  fo  far 
changed  in  regard  to  it's  ftrength  or  pqfture  of  de- 
fence^ as  to  prevent  all  attempts  of  an  attack  upon 
the  place,  in  order  to  hum  and  deftroy  the  docks,  ma- 
gazines, arfenals,  and  /hipping. 

By  the  words  all  attempts  of  an  attack  upon  the 
place,  one  mould  imagine,  that  a  great  variety  of 
attacks  or  attempts  offered  themfelves,  in  that 
Council  of  War  -,  whereas  it  was  impoffible  to 
have  heard  the  examination  with  common  attention 
or  candour,  and  not  perceive  that  the  attempts  on 
Rochefort  were  all  then  reduced  to  a  Jingle  one, 
namely,  that  of  a  Coup  de  Main  or  furprize. 

For 
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For  firflj  it  is  known  that  an  attack  in  form  wa$ 
out  of  the  queftion,  as  the  Chief  Engineer  declared 
before  the  Council  of  War  in  thefe  words  :    That 

he  does  not  imagine  any  regular  attack  was  intended 
cgfhj-  that  (Rocrrefort)  or  any  ether  place,  the  [mall 
fj  of  artillery  zve  have  not  being  fent  on  that 
flan.  £nq.  p.  105. 

And,  if  that  could  not  be  done,  neither  was 
there  any  better  chance  of  fuccefs  againft  the  docks 
or  magazines,  as  the  fame  gentleman  declares  be- 
fore the  board  of  General  Officers,  where  being: 
afked,  whether,  though  the  'Town  could  not  be  taken , 
arc  might  not  defircy  the  docks ,  magazines,  &c.  with 
bombs  and-  red  hot  balls  ? 

He' fays,  Undoubtedly  by  car  cafes  and  JJjells  one 
might  dtjiroy  a  great  many  of  the  ft  ores,  but  to  do  it- 
in  any  tolerable  degree,  would  require  five  times  the 
number  of  mortars  we  had :  Bejides,  fuch  a  method 
tfcotrfd'take  up  time,  and  there  would  ttkewife  be  great 
difficulty  tn  bringing  up  fufficient  ft  ores  for  that  pur-' 
pofeto  the  place ±  Enq.  p,  57. 

"This- could  not  well' be  otherwife,  as  the  landing- 
place-was  not  lefs  than  ten  or  twelve  miles  from 
Rochefort  5  as  the  tranfports  could  not  lie  nearer 
than  a  mile  and  half  from  the  fhore  •,  and  as  the 
leaft  ruffle  of  wind  would  have  made  the  landing 
any  ftores  -impracticable  in  that  open  part  of  the 
bay. 

But  the  regular  attack  of  the  place  being  thus 
found  impracticable,  as  alio  any  confderable  im- 
prejfwn  on  the  magazines,  docks,  i$c.  on  that  fide, 
it  was  plain,  that  in  the  queftion  before  the 
Council  of  War  of  the  2.5th,  all  was  reduced  to 
the  confederation  of  the  direct  affault  by  ftorm  or 
efcalade.  The  nature  of  which,  and  -  the  proba- 
bility of  its  fuccefs,  1  (Rail  now  confider  •,  as  that 
whereon  the  whole  of  this  queftion  feems  to  de- 
pend a 
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pend,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  refolution  of  the  fnft 
Council  of  War. 

.Firft,  then,  it  appeared  by  the  concurrent  tefll- 
mony  of  the  prifoners  feparately  examined,  that 
there  was  a  Marinal  of  France  at  Roche  fort.  There 
were  alio  by  the  whole  tenor  of  their  accounts,  a 
considerable  number  of  troops  there,  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  which  might  be  thrown  in  at  plea- 
fure. — The  names  and  number  of  b.ittaiions  had 
been  particularly  mentioned  by  forfrt  of  them  ; 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  appearance  of  men 
and  officers  in  different  uniforms  on  the  ihore,  with 
colours,  i£c.  A  body  of  troops  had  been  feen  by 
Admiral  Broderick  on  the  23d  and  24th  near  Cha~ 
telaillon ;  another  by  Major  Defirijay  and  ethers 
on  the  24th  near  Rochelle\  more  were  feen  palling 
from  Olercn  to  the  main  land,  and  another  body- 
near  Four  as :  There  were  certainly  marines  in 
Rochefort)  even  when  Colonel  Gierke  was  there,, 
though  in  time  of  peace,  there  were  i.eco;  the 
dock-men  are  very  numerous,  as  I  have  laid,  the 
place  is  populous,  and  the  inhabitants  conilantl^ 
ufed  to  arms  -,  there  is  generally,  and  was  now  laid 
to  be,  a  Szvifs  regiment  there ;  there  is  always  a 
company  of  cadets,  and  one  of  bombardiers  *  and 
the  crews  of  the  Ihips  alone  then  in  the  river,  if 
compleat,  amounted  to  near  3.000  men, 

So  that  exclufrve  of  either  troops  or  militia  from 
the  country. or  adjacent  towns,  .there  could  not  fail 
of  being  a  garrifon  of  fome  thoufand  men  in  the 
place  ;  whereas  our  10  battalions  defhned  to  theaf- 
.  fault  or  efcalade,  confifted  of  no  more  than  7,288 
men  fit  for  fervice. 

I  defire  the  reader  to  recoiled:  what  has  been  fkicl 
of  the  (fate  of  the  place  from  Colonel  ClerkSs  aril 
the  Pilot's  evidence. 

Nosr 
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Now  frofri  that  ftate  alone,  it  is  plain  that  the 
hopes  of  fuccefs  muft  be  either  from  the  opening 
by  the  river*  or  by  an  efcalade  of  the  rampart.  As 
to  the  former  it  muft  appear  to  any  one  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  military  affairs,  that  twenty-four,  or 
at  moft  forty-eight  hours  would  make  that  part, 
fo  fituated,  as  ftrong,  (at  leaft  againft  a  Coup  de 
Main)  as  any  part  of  the  rampart,  by  means  of  a 
good  entrenchment  and  palifTade,  efpecially  a?,  be- 
fides  the  ditches  mentioned,  there  was  a  large  canal 
to  pafs  \  or  rather  two,  as  it  muft  be  twice  paft 
before  you  come  into  the  place ;  and  as  that  part, 
befides  the  cannon  on  the  rampart,  would  be 
flanked  by  the  broadfides  of  the  five  fhips  then  in 
the  river,  being  on  the  water  level ;  and  that  with- 
in lefs  than  half  mufket-fhot ;  the  canal  and  ditches 
ferving  as  avant  fojps,  to  be  paft  in  fight  of  the 
enemy. 

As  to  the  rampart,  it  was  ftrong  and  high,  as  I 
have  faid-,  but  the  exact  height  of  it  was  not 
known,  which  was  a  capital  defect  in  an  attempt 
by  efcalade,  as  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impoffi- 
ble,  to  get  it  afterwards,  and  yet  neceffary  to  be 
known  with  precifion.  L.  C.  C—  ke,  fenfible  of 
this  omiffion,  fays  in  his  letter  to  Sir  J.  Lig r, 

"  I  have  thought  fince,  that  it  would  not  have 
"  been  amifs,  if  I  had  known  for  certain  the  exact: 
"  height  of  the  rampart,  I  think  that  it  could  not 
<c  well  exceed  twenty-five  feet,  &c.'* 

It  would  indeed  have  been  not  amifs,  but  very  ma- 
terial, as  in  an  efcalade,  which  was  in  a  manner  the 
only  refource,  every  thing  depended  upon  it. 

"  I  fuppofe,  fays  Monfieur  de  Santa  Cruz,  that 
"  before  you  attempt  the  furprize  of  any  fortified 
"  or  enclofed  place,  you  have  an  exact  knowledge 
"  of  its  fituation,  its  works,  and  the  height 
«*  of  its  walls*   in  order  to  carry   ladders  or  a 

"  proper 
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««  proper  height,  or  exact  meafure  —  tune  jujk 
"  mefure. 

"  It  is  impofiible  to  fcale  walls  that  are  too 
"  high,  &c.  for  if  you  plant  your  ladders  too  per- 
**  pendicular,  there  will  be  no  getting  up  them, 
"  and  if  you  give  them  too  much  (lope,  they  bend 
<c  with  every  motion  and  break." 

If  they  are  too  long,  they  are  eafily  overturned  5 
if  too  fhort,  they  are  abfolutely  ufelefs. 

Now  though  Col.  C — ke  in  this  account  fup- 
pofes  the  rampart  only  twenty -five  feet  high,  others 
acquainted  with  the  place  faid,  they  imagined  it 
was  notHefs  than  thirty,  and  fome  even  more. 

Our  ladders  were  part  of  them  thirty,  and  part 
twenty-five  feet  long  •,  if  the  rampart  was  twenty- 
five  feet,  our  ladders  of  twenty-five  would  have 
been  fcanty,  as  there  muft  be  allowance  made  for 
their  dope ;  if  it  was  thirty  feet,  quite  too  Jhort^  and 
thole  of  thirty  feet  fcanty. 

One  of  thefe  ladders  planted  againft  the  wall  at 
the  fort  of  Aix9  was  too  ihort  by  feveral  feet  -,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fo  weak  and  tottering,  that  feveral 
officers  have  declared,  if  their  duty  did  not  require 
it,  they  would  not  have  gone  up  for  500  /.  though 
no  enemy  oppofed  them.  I  mention  this  to  fhew  in 
part  how  ticklifh  an  operation  a  mere  efcalade  is. 

Indeed  to  that  degree,  that  it  is  quite  exploded, 
except  where  it  can  be  done  by  furprize.  I  won't 
enter  into  any  of  the  many  ways  there  are  of  de- 
feating it ;  but  to  fhew  I  have  not  advanced  any 
thing  lightly,  will  here  fet  down  the  opinions  of 
fome  of  the  mod  approved  authors  on  that  fubjecTr, 

Monfieur  de  Feuquieres,  in  his  treatife  on  fur* 
prizes,  fays  *, 

'  Une  maxime  generate  eft  d'entreprendre  toujours  mtm 
"  fecret,  a<vec  une  connoiffance  parfaite  de  Fentreprije  meditee,  de  la 
•*  diligence  dans  la  marche,  de  la  vivacite,  dans  l'execution, 
*j  &  di  beauwup  de  prevoyance  dans  la  retraite, 

"  Aeon- 
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cc  A  conftant  maxim  is  tocondudt  thefe.enterprifeS 
<c  with  fecrec)\  with  a  perfetl  knowledge  in  the  de-\ 

"  \\  doit  aufli  etre  couvert  par  quelque  demonftration,  qur 
"  en  cas  qu'il  parvienne  a  la  connonTance  de  l'enemi  detourne 
"  fon  attention  du  veritable  projec. 

".  On  doit  avoir  une  exacle  connoiffance  du  pais  qui  conduit  a 
"  Fobje't  de  P  entreprize  ;  de  fa  fituation,  de  fa  force  natuielie,  de 
"  celle  des  troupes  enemies  fur  lefquelles  on  veut  entreprendre  ; 
"  de  leur  negligence  ou  precautions  afe  garder  ;  parceqjte  de  toutes  ces 
"   connoiffances  depend  la  revjjite  duprcjet. 

(i  La.marche  vers  Tobjet  de  entreprize  doit  e're  faite  avecun 
"  grand  fee  ret,  &  beaucoup  de  diligence. 

"  En  general,  rien  ne  doit  etre  tente  fans  ure  certitude  pref- 
"  que  fure  de  reuffir.  11  faut  done  avoir  exa&enjgnt  fait  re- 
"  connoitre  par  des  efpions  fideles  &  capables  In  ierrein  des  en- 
4t  <virons  de  la  place  &  tousles  7nanquemens  de  fa  garde. 
"  11  taut  arriverde  nuit  avec  grand  filence. 
"  Les  places  les  plus  expofees  a  etre  infultee's  de  vive  force 
"  font  celles  dont  les  outrages  ne  font  point  re-veius,  parce  que  fi 
"  la  fortification  de  terre  n'eit  pas  entretenue  &  que  les  foiTes 
"  ne  foient  pas  a.  fond  de  cuve  ou  fort  far.genx,  il  ?iefl  pas  im- 
"  pojjtble  de  iurprendre  ces  places  de  vive  force,  lorfqu  on  pmit  fe 
"  porter  deva?it  avec  ajfez  de  fecret  pour  que  tenemi  ne  foit  pas 
"  averti  de  Pentretrize. 

Du  Marq.  De" Santa  Cruz. 
"  Je  fuppofe  qo'avanU/,?  vous  determi?2er  a  vouloirfurprendre 
*f  une  place  ou  lieu  ferme,   vous  avez  une  connoiffance  parci- 
"  culiere  de  fa  fituation,   de  fes  ouvrages  &  de  la  hauteur  de  fes 
"  ?nuraiiles,  afin  de  porter  des  efchelles  d'wie  jujle  mefure. 

"  Je  fuppofe  auffi  que  vous  avez  connoilTance  du  nowilre  de 
"  ceux  qui  la  defendmt,  de  la  maniere  dont  les  gardes  font  dfribuies  ; 
"   de  combien  d  homraes  chacune  de  ces  gardes  ejl  compofee.  &:c. 

"  Vous  calculerczy?  <vou$  powvez  tons  retirer  en  jurele  dupofie 
*c  que  njous  vo >.u'ez  furprendre  eu^egard  aux  heures  dont  vous 
"  avez  befoin  pour  la  marche,  pour  {.expedition  &  pour  le  re- 
"  tour. 

"  Les  fojfes  plcins  dteau  font  un  obfiacle  aux  efalades. 
"    Uobjcurite  &  le  vent  qui   accompagnent  ies  nmts  cThyver 
t*  favorizent  vos  troupes  pour  -a  etre  wues  ni  ouies  des  enemis. 

De  Monf.  De  Quinci,  furies  furprifes. 
"  Dans  toutes   ce?  entreprifea  Heft  abjolument    vecefaire  de 
"  fcavoir  le  m?nhre  2es  habitants,  &  des  troupes  de  lagan- jen  ;  la 
"  force  &  la  fituation  des  corps  de  garde,  les  lieux  ou  Ton  pofi  les 
"  JernUnelles,  Pcrdre  des  rmdes  cif  des  patrouilles,  &c. 

uflgtt 
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«  fign  meditated,  diligence  in  the  march,  vivacity 
xi  in  the  execution,  and  much  precaution  for  the 
<c  retreat. 

"  It  ought  alfo  to  be  covered  by  fome  ap- 
"  pearance,  which  may  divert  the  attention  of  the 
"  enemy  from  the  real  object. 

"  There  ought  to  be  an  exacl  knowledge  of  the 
"  country  that  leads  to  the  objetl  of  the  enter  prize, 
"  of  its  natural  ftrength,  that  of  the  enemy's  troop 
"  on  whom  the  attempt  is  to  be  made,  ti>eir  neg- 
"  ligence  or  precaution  in  their  defence,  &c.  becaufe 
"  on  all  thefe  depends  the  fuccefs  of  the  project. 

"  The  march  to  the  place  to  be  attacked,  ought 
"  to  be  made  with  great  fecrecy  and  expedition. 

"  In  general  nothing  ought  to  be  attempted 
ec  without  almoftan  abfolute  certainty  of  fucceed- 
"  ing.  You  mud  therefore  have  the  place  ex- 
u  actly  reconnoitred  by  faithful  and  able  fpies : 
"  its  environs  and  all  the  defecls  of  its  guards. 

M  You  muft  arrive  by  night  in  great  file  nee. 

"  The  places  the  mod  expofed  to  be  infulted, 
w  are  thofe  whofe  works  are  not  faced,  becaufe,  if 
"  the  fortifications  being  of  earth  are  not  kept  in 
"  repair,  and  that  the  ditches  are  not  wet  or  veiy 
"  muddy,  it  is  not  impoffible  to  furprize  fuch  a 
46  place  by  ftorm  or  affault,  provided  you  can  bring 
tc  your  troops  before  it  fo  fecretly  that  the  enemy  is 
**  not  apprized. 

From  the  Marquis  Be  Santa  Cruz. 

"  I  fuppofe,  that  before  you  determine  to  at- 
"  tempt  the  furprizing  any  fortified  place,  you 
"  have  an  exacl'  knowledge  of  its  fituation,  its 
i{  works,  and  the  heighth  of  its  walls  in  order  to 
«<  carry  ladders  of  a  proper  heighth,  &c. 

<e  Si  la  place qu'on  projette  de  fjrprendre  eft  R  avant  dans  le 
pais  ennemi  qucn  ne  pent  y  arrpuer  en  un  jour,  it  /era  pour  Icrs 
'.'  difficile  de  reujjir  darn  cette  ent  rep  rife" 

D  "  I  alfo 
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ct  I  alio  fuppofe,  that  you  know  the  numher  of. 
"  thoje  who  defend  it,    the  manner  in  which  the 
*c  guards  are  pofted,  of  how  many  men  thefe  guards 
*6  confift,  &c. 

"  You  will  calculate  whether  you  can  retreat 
"  with  fafety  from  the  poft  you  would  fur  prize, 
"  confidering  the  time  necelTary  for  the  march, 
"  the  attempt,  and  the  return. 

"  Ditches  full  of  water  are  alfo  an  objlacle  to 
"  efcalades. 

"  The  darknefs  and  wind  that  accompany  winter 
"  nights  are  favourable  to  your  troops,  becaufe 
"  they  prevent  their  being  feen  or  heard  by  the 
"  enemy. 

From  M.  Be  Quinci,  on  furprizes. 

cc  In  all  thefe  enterprizes  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
<c  to  know  the  number  of  inhabitants  and  of  the 
"  troops  of  the  garrifon  \  the  ftrength  and  fituation 
<c  of  the  guards,  the  places  where  the  centinels  are 
<c  placed,  the  manner  in  which  the  rounds  and  pair oles 
ii  are  made,  &c, 

"  If  the  place  you  intend  to  furprize  is  fo  far 
*c  advanced  in  the  enemy's  country,  that  you  can- 
*;  not  arrive  there  in  a  day,  it  will  then  be  difficult 
"  to  fucceed  infuch  an  enterprize." 

Thefe  are  fome  among  the  many  military  rules 
and  maxims  upon  this  fubjecT,  which  whoever  is  at 
the  trouble  of  examining  will  fee  are  in  every  cir- 
cumftance  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  late  fchemej 
and  the  manner  of  its  execution  as  in  the  queftion 
before  the  flrft  Council  of  War.  For  they  neither 
knew  the  coaft  nor  country,  the  ftrength  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  the  guards  the  enemy  mounted,  the  centinels 
they  pofted,  nor  the  rounds  they  went,  nor  were  in- 
formed with  precifion  of  the  heighth  of  the  ram- 
part,  &c.  What  they  appear  to  have  known  by 
pofitive  evidence  was,  that  the  ditch  was  wet,  the 

ramparts 
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ramparts  high  and  faced  with  ft  one  \  that  the  nights 
were  light,  and  that  they  were  fo  far  from  being 
able  to  arrive  in  one  day,  or  to  conceal  their  march, 
that  the  enemy  mull  iiave  known  of  their  approach 
for  feven  or  eight  days  at  leaft,  and  feen  every  motion 
made  for  the  attack. 

Such  was  the  nature  of  this  attempt  for  fur- 
prizing  Rochefort,  after  the  alarm,  I  have  men- 
tioned from  certain  authority,  and  after  the  fleet 
had  already  been  feen  fix  and  mud  have  been  eight 
cr  nine  days  before  that  attempt  could  have  been 
made. 

I  now  defire  the  reader  to  recoiled  what  has 
been  laid,  touching  the  only  landing-places  difco- 
vered :  he  will  then  fee  that,  in  order  to  make  this 
hopelefs  and  truly  impracticable  attempt,  equally 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  war  and  reafon,  the  Council 
or  the  Commanders  in  chief  mull  have  acted  as 
contrary  to  common  fenfe,  to  the  instructions 
given,  and  to  the  prudent  and  fenfible  direction  of 
our  prefent  Commander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty's 
forces,  by  landing  the  troops  at  a  great  diftance 
from  the  place,  without  any protetlion  from  thejhips, 
and  without  any  fecurity  for  the  communication  with 
the  fleet,  or  the  retreat  of  the  troops. 

For  had  thofe  been  at  all  fecured,  it  certainly  was 
the  intention  of  the  Commander,  as  it  was  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Council  in  general,  hopelefs  as  the  pro- 
fpect  was,  to  have  made  the  actual  try  ah  But  it 
was  not  thought  advifeable  to  rifque  the  cutting  off 
the  whole  army  merely  to  reconnoitre  with  fcarce  a 
poMibility  of  doing  more;  and  a  fmaller  number 
could  not  reconnoitre  the  place,  as  it  lay  fo  far  up 
the  country,  without  a  certainty  of  being  inter- 
cepted. 

I  mould  now  think  enough  was  faid  upon  this 
fubject,  to  convince  every  impartial  reader,  that  the 
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determination  of  that  Council  of  War,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  General  in  adhering  to  that  de- 
termination, were  founded  in  reafon,  agreeable  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  orders  and  inflections  with  which 
he  was  fent,  and  to  that  latitude  and  difcretion  with 
which  he  was  directed  to  judge. 

But  as  the  report  of  the  board,  and  the  author  in 
fupport  of  it,  feem  to  lay  great  flrefs  in  that,  It 
did  not  appear  to  them  that  there  were  fufficient  rea- 
fons  to  induce  the  Council  of  War  to  believe  that 
Roche  fort  was  fo  far  changed  in  refpeel  to  its 
Jlrength  or  pofture  of  defence,  fince  the  expedition  was 
firft  refolded  on  in  England,  as  to  prevent  all  at- 
tempts, &c. 

I  fhall  mortly  recapitulate  thofe  circumftances 
by  which  I  think  it  plainly  appears,  that  the 
ftrength  and  pofture  of  defence  of  Rochefort,  and 
the  profpect  of  fucceeding  againft  it  were  very  much 
changed  ftnee  the  Expedition  was  firft  refolved  on  in 
England ;  though  even  then  it  was  framed  on  no 
very  promifmg  grounds,  at  lead  on  the  footing  of 
a  Surprize,  or  Coup  de  Main  only. 

The  circumftances,  then  unknown,  which  ren- 
dered it  ftill  more  hopelefs,  and  indeed  quite  im- 
practicable on  that  footing,  were  the  following : 

i.  The  long  delay  fmce  our  preparations  were 
publicly  known. 

2.  The  alarm  all  along  the  coart  quite  down  to 
Rochefort,  previous  to,  and  during  the  voyage. 

3.  That  the  fleet  had  actually  been  feen  on  the 
coaft  fix  days,  when  the  Council  of  War  was  held 
on  the  25th. 

4.  That  they  mull:  have  been  two  or  three  days 
more  in  landing  the  troops  and  (lores,  and  march- 
ing up  to  the  place  to  furprize  it. 

5.  That  there  was  thereby  time  given  to 
the   enemy   to  affemble    their   troops,    and    that 
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there  was  certainly  a  numerous  garrifon  in  the 
place. 

6.  That  any  hopes  from  the  opening  near  the 
river  were  totally  cut  oft  as  has  been  fhewn. 

j.  That  there  was  a  Marina!  of  France  then  in 
the  place. 

8.  That  it  was  proved  by  pofitive  witnefTes  the 
ditch  was  wee,  or  could  be  flowed  with  water  all 
round. 

9.  That  our  Chief  Engineer  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cl—ke)  declared  at  the  Council  of  War,  that  that 
circumftance  alone  would  defeat  the  efcalade. 

10.  That  the  nights  were  light. 

1 1 .  That  the  plan  of  the  landing  and  approach 
were  changed,  by  the  failure  of  the  attack  en  Fouras. 

12.  That  at  the  only  landing-places  clifcovered 
near  Chatelaillon,  the  /hips  could  not  lie  up  to  co- 
ver the  landing  or  retreat. 

13.  That  thofe  landing-places  being  on  the  open 
bay,  all  retreat  and  communication  with  the  fhips 
would  at  once  be  cut  off  by  the  winds  coming  to 
the  Weft,  which  was  expecled  every  day. 

In  every  one  of  which  circumftances  it  is  plain, 
there  was  a  change  jinte  the  Expedition  was  fiffi 
refolved  on  in  England,  as  theie  circumftances  either 
did  not  exift,  or  were  not  known  at  that  time  •,  and 
every  one  of  them  did  undoubtedly  tend  to  put 
Rochefort  in  a  better  pofture  of  defence ,  againft  the 
intended  fur  prize,  and  render  thefuccefs  of  it  quite; 
impracticable. 

So  much  that,  had  but  half  thefe  circumftances 
been  known  before  the  Expedition  was  refolved  on, 
I  believe  there  is  fcarce  a  man  in  England  wild 
enough  to  think  it  would  or  ought  to  have  been 
lent  •,  at  leaft  on  that  plan. 

Such  were  the  circumftances  in  which  the 
ftrength  and  pofture  of  defence  of  Rochefort  were 
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changed,  and  doubtlefs  moil  eiTentially  changed 
jince  the  Expedition  was  refolved  on.  A  numerous 
garrifon  in  the  place,  a  wet  ditch,  light  nights,  and 
a  long  alarm,  were  ugly  circumftances  againft  an 
efcalade  •,  thefe  were  the  very  circumftances  appre- 
hended, when  the  fecret  was  fo  fludioujly  kept  \  when 
it  was  thought  dangerous  to  get  intelligence  even  in 
the  moft  private  way  •,  and  when  the  Miniftry  re- 
jected all  prcpofals  for  a  plan  to  attack  the  place 
in  form,  for  fear  it  fhould  take  up  fix  cr  eight  days : 
a  regular  attack  was  not  advifable  that  might  take 
up  fix  or  eight  days,  but  a  Coup  de  Main  might  be 
reafonably  attempted  at  the  end  of  that  time  !  This 
is  one  among  many  of  our  new  doctrines  on  the  art 
of  war.  As  to  any  material  alterations  in  the  form 
cr  conftruction  of  the  works  that  could  never  be 
the  object  of  all  this  caution  and  apprehenfion  for 
the  fecret,  as  they  are  not  to  be  made  on  fuch 
warning. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  confideration  of 
the  report,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  refolution  of  the 
firft  Council  of  War,  I  muft  now  remark  fome 
extraordinary  inftances  of  our  author's  candor,  judg- 
ment, and  veracity  in  his  obfervations  upon  it. 

Firft,  as  to  the  opening  in  the  rampart,  he  tells 
us,  p.  50.  "  That  Eonneau  the  fifherman,  aflured 
"  Colonel  Clerke,  that  upon  the  21ft  of  that  ray 
V  month,  when  our  fleet  was  on  the  coaft,  that 
*'  very  fpot  remained  as  open,  and  as  unfortified, 
"  as  when  Colonel  Gierke  faw  it  in  the  year  1754  % 
€i  and  that  this,  though  reported  to  the  General,  he  . 
"  would  not  believe"  I  have  looked  at  the  part 
of  the  Enquiry  referred  to  viz.  p.  52.  and  do  not 
find  there,  nor  indeed  elfewhere,  that  any  fuch  re* 
port  was  made  to  the  General  by  Colonel  Gierke, 
much  lefs  that  the  General  would  not  believe  it,  as 
the  author  afferts. 
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What  Colonel  Gierke  fays,  Enquiry  p.  51  and  52V 
is,  "  That  Bonneau  the  Fifherman,  w&0;w  £<f  **■- 
*c  aminedon  the  %%th,  after  the  Council  of  War  had 
"  ,C0W<?  to  a  refolution  to  land,  and  who  had  been  ex- 
<;  amined  by  Major  General  Conway ,  dec.  Teemed  to 
"  be  very  diftincl  in  regard  to  many  particulars, 
<c  for  fo  common  a  man,  much  more  than  he  could 
"  have  imagined  ;  he  mentioned  particularly  that 
"  he  went  by  Rochfort  on  the  21ft  of  the  month, 
*<  and  that  the  place  which  he,  Colonel  Clerke,  de- 
"  fcribed  to  him  as  open  and  unfortified,  was  in  the 
"  fame  condition  that  day."  Thefe  are  Colonel 
Gierke's  words,  on  which  I  have  two  things  to  re- 
mark, befides  the  veracity  of  this  report  being  madt 
to  the  General,  and  his  not  believing  it :  As  firft,  that 
ic  was  on  the  28th,  after  the  fecond  Council  of  War 
had  determined  to  land,  and  confequently  could 
not  any  ways. affect  the  refolution  of  the  firft  Coun- 
cil of  War ;  and  fecondly,  that  the  man,  by  that 
account,  had  only  paft  by  Rochefort,  at  leaft  by  that 
part  in  queftion,  and  confequently  that  an  entrench- 
ment thrown  up  there,  which  is  not  a  very  con- 
fpicuous  or  ftriking  object,  might  eafily  efcape  the 
obfervation  of  a  fiiherman  pajfing  by  in  a  boat. 

As  to  the  General  reafoning  on  the  nature  of  this 
opening,  I  refer  to  what  has  been  laid  in  the  former 
part  on  that  fubject  :  But  as  it  is  affirmed,  That  all 
the  reafoning  relative  to  the  throwing  up  an  entrench- 
ment\  and  fortifying  that  opening  was  only  fuppofition* 
I  muft  obferve,  that  the  evidence  of  Pierre  Girard* 
who  was  there  on  the  20th  September,  the  day  be- 
fore Boneau  paft  by,  and  depofed,  "  That  the 
"  Avant  guard  (which  is  the  part  immediately  be- 
"  fore  that  opening)  was  then  fortified  and  defended 
"  by  afafcine  battery  of  fever al  pieces  of  cannon  jufi 
"  finijhed"  Enq.  p.  58.  As  alfo  the  Poftfcript  of 
the  Letter  from  Rochefort  of  the  iSth,  found  in 
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the  Priefl's  houfe  on  the  Ifle  of  Aix  \  which  fays, 
the  Governor  was  then  taking  the  heft  -precautions  for 
fecuring  the  place,  prove  it  was  not  mere  fuppofition. 
But  granting  that  it  were  fuppofkicn,  the  fuppofition 
that  the  enemy  would  on  expedtation  of  an  imme- 
diate attack,  certainly  entrench  and  fortify  that 
opening  (unlefs  they  could  overflow  the  ground)  is 
fo  natural,  that  it  would  be  ftupidity  not  to  fuppofe 
it.  That  we  Jhould  never  take  it  for  granted,  that 
all  is  done  which  ought  to  be  done  even  in  France,  I 
do  agree  is  reafoning  right,  as  the  author  fays;  but 
to  fuppofe  that  an  enemy  will  not  do  any  thing  at 
all,  or  will  neglect  fuch  things  as  are  things  of 
courfe,  and  can  neither  be  overlooked,  nor  forgot, 
is  not  to  reafon  at  all.;  and  I  think  one  might  juft 
as  well  fuppofe  an  enemy  would  not  fire  their  muf- 
quets,  or  draw  their  fwords,  as  that  with  hands 
and  materials  at  command,  they  mould  not  make 
up  a  breach  in  their  rampart.  To  make  ft  rained 
calculations  of  what  your  enemy  will  do  argues 
timidity,  but  not  to  make  any  calculations  at  all 
argues  folly  ;  and  an  army  may  as  well  have  no 
General,  or  a  General  no  head,  it  fuch  calculations 
are  not  made.  —  One  of  the  greater!:  Generals  among 
the  moderns,  the  Duke  of  Par -via,  once  mift  an 
opportunity  of  taking  Hentry  IV.  of  France,  who 
came  out  to  fkirmtfh  with  a  fmall  party  of  light 
horfe  •,  but  being  reproached  with  it  afterwards, 
when  it  was  known  the  king  was  there,  he  an- 
fwered  *,  "  That  he  mould  do  the  fame  again, 
'*  becaufe  his  conduft  was  founded  in  reafon,  as  he 
"  thought  he  had  to  do  with  a  General  of  an  army, 
€i  and    not    with   a   Captain   of   Huffars"      He 

*  "  Che  fe  fofTe  a  farla  tornarebbe  a  far  la  medfima  delf- 
"  beratione  perche  era  dcttata  dalia  ragione  havendo  creduto 
"  di  aver  da  fare  con  un  Capitano  Generale  d'un  exercito,  & 
,,f  non  con  un  Capitano  di  cavalii  leggieri."  Daviia,  Hift. 
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fpoke  like  a  man  and  a  foldier,  as  he  had  a6fced ; 
and  felt  himfelf  above  judging,  or  being  judged, 
by  fubfequent  intelligence. 

I  muft  add  to  this  article  of  fuppofition  what  has 
appeared  farther  relative  to  the  fortifying  this  open- 
ing :  Firft,  Colonel  Ckrke  declares,  "  That  fuch 
"  an  entrenchment  as  he  himfelf  threw  up  in  the  JJle 
"  of  Wight  might  be  thrown  up  in  a  day  and  an 
"  half  or  perhaps  even  in  a  day"  Enq.  p.  $6, 

As  in  fad:,  Ten  yards  of  that  entrenchment ',  though 
of  a  ftronger  profile  than  an  ordinary  entrenchment \ 
and  in  fo  holding  a  clay  that  it  was  neceffary  to  mat- 
tock  it,  was  thrown  up  by  ten  men,  which  was  not  fo 
many  hands  as  might  have  been  employed  on  it,  in 
thirty-fix  hours. 

2dly,  Lieutenant  Roy  Engineer,  depofed  at  the 
General  Court  Martial,  tc  That  in  an  ordinary  foil 
"  fo  fmail  an  extent  of  entrenchment  as  fixty, 
"  an  hundred,  or  three  hundred  yards,  might  be 
"  thrown  up  •,  and  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
"  days  made  fo  ftrong  as  to  render  it  unavailable 
c£  till  fuch  time  as  it  was  battered  and  laid  open  by 
<c  cannon-,  and  in  the  fame  time  he  thinks  even  a 
"  covered  way,  glacis,  and  perhaps  an  advanced  ditch  ■ 
"  might  be  made"  Court  Martial,  p.  89. 

Colonel  Gierke  alfo  declares  he  imagines,  "  That 
"  fuch  an  Entrenchment  might  be  thrown  up, 
**  fo  as  to  put  it  on  a  footing  with  the  reft  of  the 
*'  place  in  a  few  days  time ."  Court  Martial,  p.  34. 

I  mall  now  fum  up  the  evidence  on  this  head, 
by  which,  I  think,  it  will  appear  there  is  a  de~ 
monftration,  on  the  footing  of  that  evidence,  that 
Rochefort  could  not  be  taken  by  efcalade. 

It  was  proved  to  the  Council  of  War  by  dire  ft 
and  pofttive  evidence,  that  the  ditch  could  be  filled 
with  water.  Enq.  p.  105. 
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Colonel  Gierke  declared  before  the  fame  Council 
of  War,  that,  if  it  were  fo,  the  rampart  could  not 
be  fcaledy  Enq.  p.  105. 

Colonel  Gierke  alfo  declares  at  the  General  Court 
Martial,  that  in  a  few  days  the  opening  might  be 
made  as  firong  as  the  rampart.  General  Court 
Martial,  p.  34. 

So  that  the  rampart  being  unafailable  by  an  ef- 
calade,  and  the  opening  made  as  firong  as  the  rampart ; 
it  is  plain,  on  that  evidence,  that  unlefs  the  French 
had  neglected  to  make  the  entrenchment  in  eight 
days,  which  might  have  been  made  in  two  \  a  neg- 
lect which,  I  think,  I  have  fhewn  was  not  only  im- 
probable, but  impojfible ;  then  it  feems  impoffible 
alfo  on  the  evidence  before  that  Council  of  War, 
and  on  Colonel  Gierke's  own  principles,  That  the 
place  could  be  taken  by  efcalade. 

Before  I  go  into  the  author's  candid  reflexions  on 
the  evidence  relative  to  the  ditch  being  flowed,  it 
will  be  proper  to  obviate  an  afTertion  of  his  (for  he 
loves  afjertions)  which  would  fave  the  trouble  of  all 
argument  on  that  head  ;  namely,  That  a  couple  of 
field  pieces  would  blow  up  ajluice  in  half  an  hour,  and 
then  what  would  become  of  the  wet  ditch  ?  p.  54. 

Suppofe  I  were  to  imitate  the  author's  ftyle  and 
method  of  reafoning ;  and  anfwer  this  round  la- 
conic affertion  by  as  round  an  one,  viz.  That  a 
couple  of  field  pieces  could  not  blow  up  a  filuice  in 
half  an  hour  ?  my  logick  would  certainly  be  as 
good,  and  my  affertion,  I  believe,  much  better  and 
truer. 

For,  if  wet  ditches  were  to  be  difpofed  of  with 
this  expedition  and  facility,  I  fancy  few  Engineers 
would  have  been  at  the  trouble  of  making  them  by 
raifing  flukes  with  great  labour  and  expence  ;  nor 
would  Marfhal  Vauban,  a  tolerable  judge  in  thofe 
cafes,  have  given  his  opinion  as  he  does,  that  thofe 
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ditches  which  are  dry,  but  can  be  flowed  with  water, 
are  the  very  beft  fort  of  ditches  for  the  defence  of  a 
fortified  place. 

Les  Meilleurs  (Foffes)  font  c  em  quiet  ant  fecspeu- 
vent  etreinondeSy  Att.  &  Def.  p.  26". 

He  constructed  many  on  that  plan  ;  and  doubt- 
lefs  was  unacquainted  with  the  author's  fecret  for 
blowing  up  his  fluices  with  two  field  pieces  of  can*- 
non  in  lb  fhort  a  fpace  of  time. 

In  the  prefent  cafe  it  feems  particularly  difficult; 
as  one  does  not  at  firft  fight  conceive  how  two 
field  pieces  could  be  mounted  in  battery,  or  (land  at 
all  againfl  a  place  which  is  able  to  mount  above 
1 00  pieces  of  battering  cannon ;  and  was  under  no 
necefiity  of  raifing  batteries,  as  they  could  run  their 
cannon  to  any  part  of  the  rampart,  and  open  what 
embrazures  they  pleafed.  And  certainly  where* 
ever  the  fluices  were,  they  muft  be  under  protection 
of  the  rampart. —  So  that  the  author  muft  firft 
make  the  fluices  as  he  pleafes,  next  place  them  as  he 
pleafes,  and  laftly,  engage  the  French  not  to  firs 
their  cannon  (which  is  juft  as  probable  a  fuppofition 
as  their  not  raifing  the  entrenchment)  and  then,  per- 
haps, his  two  little  cannon  may  do  fomething. 

I  come  now  to  his  reflexions  upon  the  flate  of 
the  ditch  equally  juft  and  true  with  moft  of  the 
foregoing ;  particularly  where  he  fpeaks  of  the 
concurrent  teftimony  of  Colonel  Gierke,  and  the  French 
Engineer,  that  it  was  a  dry  one  :  By  which  one 
would  imagine,  that  this  concurrent  evidence  was 
produced  at  the  Council  of  War  of  the  25th,  and 
was  among  the  arguments  urged  againft  the  refo- 
iution  of  that  Council  -,  whereas  it  appears  by 
Colonel  Gierke's  teftimony,  Enq.  p.  54.  that  this 
evidence  of  the  French  Engineer  was  not  pro- 
cured by  Colonel  Gierke  till  the  26th,  being  the  day 
after  that  Council  of  War  flat,  nor  communicated 
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to  Sir  John  Mor  daunt  till  the  27th,  which,  as  Major 
General  Conway  remarks,  Enq.  p.  54.  was  the  day4 
he  made  two  different  propofals  for  landing,  and 
the  day  before  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  in  the 
fecond  Council  of  War  to  land. 

So  that  it  can  pofiibly  have  no  weight  againfl: 
the  conduct  of  the  Generals,  or  the  refolutions  of 
the  Councils  of  War,  being  fubfequent  to  that 
which  refolved  not  to  land,  and  previous  to  that 
which  determined  to  land. 

As  to  the  contradictory  evidence  on  the  fubject  of 
the  ditch  being  wet  mentioned  by  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunts  on  which  the  author  plays  fo  ingenioufly,  it 
does  not  appear  what  it  was ;  but,  by  the  teftimony 
of  fome  members  of  the  Council  of  War  examined 
at  the  Court  Martial,  it  amounted  to  no  more  than 
that  the  ditch  was  by  fome  one  or  more  of  the 
prifoners  faid  to  be  ordinarily  dry,  but  not  that  there 
were  no  flukes ,  or  that  it  was  not  poffible  to  fill  it. 
Procedings  of  the  General  Court  Martial,  p.  68, 
and  101. 

Now  then  let  us  confider  a  little  that  evidence, 
which,  it  clearly  appears,  was  produced  before  the 
Council  of  War  relative  to  the  ditch  being  wet,  as 
ftated  in  thofe  minutes  or  evidence  taken  by  the 
faid  Council,  which  make  a  part  of  it,  and  which 
our  author  again  laments,  p.  50.  were  totally  fup- 
frejfed. 

Firft  then  the  evidence  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clerke  is  in  the  following  words :  "  Being  afked,  if 
cc  the  ditch  were  flowed  with  water,  whether  he 
"  fhould  then  think  it  practicable  to  take  the 
w  place  by  efcalade?  faid,  He  thought  not ;  but 
<e  that  when  he  faw  the  ditch,  //  did  not  appear  to 
*'  him  capable  of  being  flowed.^ 

On  the  other  hand,  Monfieur  de  Bonneville, 
volunteer,  being  afked  wThat  he  knew"  of  Roche- 

forty 


(6i) 

fort,  faid,  "  That  there  are  flukes  there  by  which 
"  they  can  flow  the  ditch,  and  that  it  was  full  of 
u  water  all  round  when  he  was  there" 

The  pilot  of  the  Neptune,  being  called  in,  faid, 
"  That  he  had  been  very  frequently  at  Rochefort^ 
"  that  he  had  commanded  a  fmall  vefiel  there 
"  many  years :  that  they  have  fluices  near  the 
"  Hofpital,  by  which  they  can  fill  the  ditch  with 
cc  water  •,  and  that  he  has  feen  water  in  it  quite 
"  round  the  town.   Enq.  105. 

There  is  alio  mention  made  of  a  confirmation  of 
this  evidence  by  prifoners,  but  as  that  is  but 
{lightly  mentioned,  and  at  beft  is  not  the  rrioft 
eligible  kind  of  evidence,  where  any  better  is  to 
be  had,  I  {hall  entirely  wave  that ;  and  then,  I 
think,  I  may  appeal  to  the  candor  of  all  mankind, 
even  almoft  to  that  of  the  author,  whether  the  evi- 
dence of  a  gentleman  faying,  He  thought  the  ditch 
"  could  not  be  flowed;"  is  to  be  weighed  againft 
the  pofitive  declaration  of  two  credible  witnefies, 
depofing  "  that  they  faw  the  ditch  filled  with  wa- 
"  ter  all  round  the  town  "  one  of  whom,  fays  he, 
had  lived  many  years  at  the  place,  and  particularly 
defcribes  the  manner  in  which  the  ditch  was  filled. 

I  fay  credible  witnejfes,  in  fpite  of  the  author's 
reflexions  on  Monsieur  Bonneville,  as  their  evidence 
then  appeared  credible,  and  flood  unimpeached; ' 
if  it  was  falfe,  it  certainly  was  not  the  fault  of  that 
Council,  it  deceived  thc:m,  as  I  believe  it  would 
have  deceived  any  court  in  the  world  *,  and  it  muft 
require  all  the  good-nature  of  the  author  to  fup- 
pofe  they  themfelves  contributed  to  that  deception. 

But  before  I  take  leave  of  Monfieur  Bonneville* 
I  muft  obierve  another  remarkable  inftance  of  our 
author's  veracity  in  his  account  of  that  gentleman, 
and  his  evidence,  p.  54.  where  he  tells  us  that  he 
faid,  "  To  the  beft  of  his  recollection,  there  was  wa- 
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cfi  ter  in  the  ditch  when  he  was  there,  &c."  I  have 
already  quoted  his  words  from  the  Council  of  War 
itfelf,  and  therefore  need  not  repeat  them  -,  thofe 
words  are  as  pofitive  as  words  can  he-,  I  have  alio 
afked  feveral  members  of  that  Council  of  War, 
who  all  agree  thofe  were  his  words  :  and  who  alio 
agree  that  his  fcheme  of  filling  up  that  ditch  put  fo 
emphatically  in  Italicks,  was  not  fo  much  as  men- 
tioned in  his  evidence  at  that  Council ;  nor  by  any 
information  I  can  get  at  any  time  previous  to  it. 
After  he  had  heard  of  Colonel  Clerkfs  opinion,  de- 
claring, that  //  the  ditch  was  wet,  the  place  could  not 
he  efcaladed  -,  he  did  indeed  advance  this  doctrine 
of  filling  up  a  wet  ditch  with  fand  bags,  in  order 
to  plant  fcaling  ladders  upon  them  :  a  doctrine  fo 
wild  and  extravagant,  that  though  they  had  not 
had  the  opinion  of  the  Chief-Engineer  on  the  Ex- 
pedition, Colonel  Gierke,  diametrically  oppoiite  to 
it,  the  idea  of  filling  up  the  ditch  of  a  town  with 
fand  bags,  in  order  to  make  a  foundation  large 
enough  for  thirty  or  forty  fcaling  ladders  abreaft, 
and  then  to  plant  thofe  ladders  in  fight  of  an  ene- 
my, and  fcale  walls  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet 
high,  is  fo  ridiculous,  that  one  muft  have  a  very 
mean  opinion  of  a  Council  of  War  refolving  to  land 
an  army,  efpecially  fuch  an  army,  fuch  an  handful 
of  men  for  fuch  an  experiment. 

But  this  Monfieur  Bonneville,  the  author  has 
heard,  and  is  well  founded  in  averting  it  (as  well  as 
in  many  more  things  he  averts)  was  under  the  pro- 
tection of  one  of  our  Generals ;  that  is  a  part  of  his 
crime  and  of  the  General's  :  now  as  from  this  em- 
phatical  mention  of  fo  infignificant  a  circumflance, 
were  it  true,  one  would  imagine  there  was  fome 
terrible  fecret  hiflory,  or  fome  wicked  combination 
fufpected  between  thefe  perfons  protecting  and 
protected.     I  have  taken  fome  pains  to  inform 
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myfelf  of  the  hiftory  of  this  gentleman,  by  which 
I  find  (and  I  am  very  well  founded  in  what  1  offer t) 
that  Monfieur  Bonneville,  a  Swifs  gentlemant,  and  a 
Proteftant,  formerly  in  the  French  fervice  with 
Marfhalte*?;  and,  fince  his  death,  four  years  in 
the  Pruffian  fervice,  was  taken  into  ours,  and  fent 
as  a  Captain,  in  Lord  Loudon's  American  Regiment, 
to  America -,  that  he  had  not  been  long  returned 
from  thence,  when  he  was  one  day  mentioned  to 
fome  of  the  Generals  and  others  concerned  in  this 
Expedition,  as  a  perfon  who  might  be  of  ufe  on 
fuch  an  occafion,  being  acquainted  with  the  French 
fervice,  and  alfo  with  moft  of  their  places,  fo  that  he 
might  be  able  to  give  them  fome  ufeful  intelligence. 

This  being  afterwards  reported  to  the  Miniftry, 
they  thought  proper  to  fend  him  down,  on  this  foot- 
ings to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  with  a  ftrong  letter  of  re- 
commendation, as  I  have  heard,  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief;  which  was  the  firft  of  his  introduction  to 
any  of  the  Generals  on  the  Expedition.  By  the 
distribution  made  afterwards  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Staff,  &c.  in  the  feveral  Men  of  War,  this  gentle- 
man happened  to  be  put  on  board  the  fame  fhip 
with  one  of  the  Generals,  who,  till  his  arrival  at 
the  Ifle  of  Wight,  had  never  feen,  nor,  till  fome 
few  days  before,  ever  heard  of  Monfieur  Bonneville. 
This,  I  believe,  is  the  hiftory  of  that  gentleman,  as 
far  as  relates  to  this  Expedition,  and  to  the  very 
fmali  part  he  appears  to  have  acted  there  \  which 
was  only  that  of  being  called  as  an  evidence  to  a 
plain  matter  of  fact ;  of  which  he  muft  certainly 
have  been  a  very  competent  witnefs. 

I  cannot  quite  leave  the  fubject  of  the  ditch, 
without  taking  notice  of  another  obfervation  made 
by  the  author  re lative  to  it,  viz.  that  the  ditch 
could  not  be  flowed  on  account  of  the  level  of  the 
ground  :  'g$e  cela  ne  pouvit  fare  a  eaufe  de  Vinegalite 
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da  Terrein ;  and  that  our  Generals  fhould  not  have 
doubted  about  the  filling  the  ditch  of  a  place  which 
lay  on  the  fide  of  an  hill.  This  would  certainly  be 
true,  had  the  fact  been  fo  made  out  to  them ; 
but  it  happened  other  wife,  as  by  all  the  accounts 
of  Rochefort,  they  had  always  underftood  that  it 
was  on  aflat,  and  entirely  drained  from  marjhes, 
&x.  as  the  fame  evidence,  which  had  feen  water 
quite  round,  declared  it  to  be  fo  ;  and  as  Colonel 
Gierke  feemed  by  no  means  clear  of  the  level  of  the 
ground  fo  as  to  determine  pofitively  whether  the 
ditch  could  be  filled  by  flukes  or  not ;  the  moil 
that  was  then  defcribed  being  a  gentle  rife  of  the 
ground  ;  the  author  is  pleafed  to  exalt  it  into  an 
hill  *  though  even  at  the  Court  Martial  Colonel 
Gierke  feems  to  fpeak  rather  dubioufly  on  this 
fubjecT,  and  though  he  conceives  the  upper  part  is 
higher  than  nigh-water  mark,  he  owns  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  judge  of  the  level  of  ground  with  the  eye. 
Court  Martial,  p.  35. 

I  come  now  to  the  attack  of  Fouras,  and  the 
confequences  of  it,  on  which  fubjecl:  the  author 
begins  p.  36.  with  afierting,  "  That  as  to  taking 
4t  that  fort  by  land,  without  a  fea  operation,  it 
*c  never  entered  into  the  heads  of  any  of  the  Coun- 
*c  cil  to  order  it  to  be  reconnoitred,  &c" — And 
"  that  it  was  higheft  imputation  on  the  Council  of 
iC  War  never  to  have  confidered  this  point  till  af 
"  ter  they  had  determined  to  lay  afide  the  only  meafure 
**  which  made  the  fort  worth  attacking"  And 
again,  "Is  it  not  aftonifhing  that  when  Vice- 
4fc  Admiral  Knowles  had  reported  the  impraclicabi- 
"  lity  of  taking  it  by  fea  \  the  Generals  mould 
"  firlt  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  profecuting  the  whole 
4C  plan  before  they  ever  aiked,  whether  this  ne- 
"  ceffary  place  could  be  taken  without  the  af- 
"  fiitance  of  fhips  ?"  p.  56. 
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But  firft,  it  appears  that  Fouras  was  reconnoitred 
together  with  the  reft  of  the  coaft  by  Admiral 
Broderick,  and  the  four  Captains  who  attended 
him,  and  who,  by  their  report,  reconnoitred  from 
Rochelle  to  Fort  Fouras. 

It  appears  alfo  by  what  I  have  already  faid,  of 
the  propofals  for  landing  near  and  attacking  that 
fort  \  that  a  land  attack  was  not  out  of  the  queftion. 

Though  at  that  time  (I  mean  before  the  report 
was  ma:  e  by  Admiral-  Broderick)  Thierri,  the  pilot 
of  the  Magnanime,  who  was  then  much  depended 
on,  having  declared,  He  could  carry  a  Jloip  up  to  it9 
and  beat  it  down  in  half  an  hour  ,  which  then  feemed 
the  opinion  of  the  Admirals  alfo;  this  occafioned 
thofe  propofals  being  made  for  a  joint  operation  b$ 
land  and  fea.  Yet  ir  alfo  appears  by  Sir  John  Mor- 
daunt's  evidence,  that  after  the  report  of  Admiral 
Broderick  and  the  Captains,  who  had.  found  no  land- 
ing near  Fouras,  aud  after  Admiral  Knowles  had 
reported  that  Fouras  could  not  be  attacked  by  fea  ; 
all  thoughts  of  attacking  it  by  a  land  operation .  only 
were  not  laid  aftde.,  for  "  that  it  was  propofed  by 
"  MajorrGeneral  Conway  to  go  that  afternoon  to 
"  the  Ifle  of  Aix9  to  reconnoitre  from  thence,  whe- 
«6  ther  they  could  find  out  any  place  near  or  towards 
u  Fouras,  and  alfo  to  examine  the  prifoners,"  Enq. 
p.  25.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  alfo  declares,  they  didL 
thereupon  go  to  the  Ifle  ofdix,  where  the  prisoners 
were,  and  afterwards  that  the  prifoners  and  other 
^itnefTes  were  examined  that  evening. 

But  the  information  then  obtained  not  being  fa- 
vourable to  the  landing  near  Fouras ,  or  attack  of 
that  fort  on  the  land  fide  : 

In  this  fituation  the  General  thought  it  necefTary 
fome  immediate  determination  mould  be  come  to  in 
regard  to  the  landing,  and  the  Coup  de  Main  ,  al- 
ready too  long  delayed;  he  called  a  Council  of 
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War  for  that  purpofe,  and  it  feems  impofFible,  1 
think,  to  have  come  to  any  other  refolution  than 
they  did,  informed  as  they  then  flood,  without 
rifquiug  the  whole  of  his  Majefty's  troops  upon  an 
attempt  in  which  there  fcarce  feemed  a  poffibility  of 
fuccefs. 

In  regard  to  their  immediate  refolution  to  go  home 
again,  mentioned  p.  36.  it  is  falfe,  and  has  been 
already  confuted. 

The  only  queflion  therefore  remaining  on  this 
head  is,  whether  after  thus  giving  up  the  Coup  de 
Main  or  efcalade  (which  is  confefTed)  they  therefore 
gave  up,  or  kid  afide  the  great  object  of  the  Expe- 
dition^ as  the  board  of  General  Officers  declare,  or 
the  only  meafure  which  made  the  fort  worth  takings 
as  the  author  advances,  p.  37. 

Firft  then,  to  profecute  the  idea  of  Fouras,  it 
appears  that  on  the  26th,  which  was  the  day  af- 
ter the  Council  of  War,  feveral  fchemes  were 
agitated  among  the  Admirals  and  Generals,  and 
evidence  examined,  particularly  concerning  thefitu- 
ation  of  Fouras,  Enq.  p.  18.  and  that,  in  con- 
fequence  hereof,  it  was  again  propofed  by  General 
Conway  to  go  and  reconnoitre  the  forts  of  Fouras ', 
VEguille,  &c.  which  was  done  next  morning  from 
the  Tower  of  the  fort  of  Aix  with  a  telefcope. 
Here,  as  Sir  John  Mor daunt  fays  in  his  Narrative, 
cc  there  was  fome  difference  of  opinion  in  regard 
"  to  an  attempt  upon  it."  Enq.*p.  18.  General 
Conway,  in  his  Narrative,  fays,  "  He  gave  his 
<c  opinion  for  the  landing  and  attack  of  that  fort, 
ix  &c.  but  that  being  in  general  judged  too  diffi- 
*  cult,  it  was  dropt."  Enq.  p.  38.  Or  as  Sir  John 
Mordaunt  fays :  "  No  final  refolution  taken  till 
«'  the  afternoon,  when  a  propofal  was  made  to  land 
**  at  Chatelaillon,  and  make  a  fudden  attack  upon 
"  Fouras*  and  the  other  forts  leading  to  and  upon 
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<c  the  month  of  the  river  Charente,  with  the  land 
"  forces"  Enq.  p.  18. 

This  propofuion  was  by  Sir  John  Mordaunt  re- 
ferred to  a  general  Council  of  War,  and  there  (as 
appears  by  that  Council)  unanimoufly  refolved 
upon.  "  But  this,  fays  the  author,  was  done  f@r 
**  the  fake  of  employing  the  foldiers,  without  in- 
"  tending  to  draw  any  other  utility  from  it.  p.  56. 
And  afterwards,  "  That  the  rifque  (of  the  re- 
*•'  treat)  which  was  magnified  when  it  was  tojufti- 
"  fy  the  Generals  in  the  non-obedience  or  their 
"  orders,  funk  to  nothing,"  when  the  only  con- 
federation was,  whether  it  would  not  be  fafer  for 
them  to  do  fome thing  that  'might  allay  the  national 
clamour  againft  them. 

But  how  does  this  appear  ?    I  do  not  think  the 
words  alluded  to  in  Sir  John  Mordaunfs  Letter, 
Enq.  p.  109.    authorile   fuch   a   conclufion,    and 
therefore  muft  agree  with  the  author  of  the  candid 
reflexions,  that  nothing  but  a  zeal  to  carry  on  the 
enter-prize,  and  a  per  fever  ance  in  the  profecution  of 
it,  could  have  been  the  foundation  of  thofe  pro- 
pofitions.     Nor  is  it  true,  that  the  fame  rifque  was 
run  in  regard  to  the  retreat  •,  as  the  knowledge  now 
obtained  of  the  weaknefs  of  Fouras  on  the  land 
fide,  and  the  fituation  of  that  fort,  in  {till  water, 
made  it  in  a  good  meafure  fccnre  ;  at  leaft  greatly 
diminifhed  the  rifque  •,  nor  was  that  operation  con- 
fined to  the  attacking  one  infigniflcant  fort,  or  to 
the  paltry  view  of  allaying  clamour,  as  is  afTerted, 
but  by  taking  the  forts  that  guard  the  river,  and 
thereby  poffefling  the  channel  quite  up  to  Roche- 
fort,  was  meant  as  a  folid  method  really  to  force  by 
a  vigorous  imprejfion,  and  not  to  Jteal  into  the  place: 
As  would  have  been  fhewn,  had  the  board  thought 
proper  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  that  propo- 
fuion, which  was  the  fubjeci  of  the  fecond  Council 
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of  War  from  the  General  Officer  (of  no  lefs  rank 
than  the  fecond  in  command)  who,  in  his  Narrative, 
fays  he  made  it,  Enq.  p.  38. — This  at  leaft  I 
have  heard  from  hands,  and,  in  a  manner,  not  to 
doubt  of  it.  I  will  go  a  ftep  farther  and  declare, 
that  if  any  thing  except  our  favourite  but  fooHJh 
Coup  de  Main  will  be  allowed  to  be  the  great  cbjeff 
cf  the  enter -prize ,  if  the  taking  the  town,  or  de- 
ftroying  the  magazines,  have  any  title  to  be  cailed 
fo,  that  objefl  would  have  been  more  folic! iy  and 
fenfibly  purfued  by  the  attack  of  the  forts  on  the 
27th  or  28th,  than  by  the  hopelefs  landing  for  the 
efcalade  alone  on  the  25th  or  26th,  when  that 
landing  would  probably  have  been  made. 

As  by  taking  thefe  forts,  the  army  would  be  ma- 
ilers of  the  river  navigable  quite  up  to  Rochefort^ 
and  might  then  either  bring  up  frigates,  or  at  lead 
any  quantity  of  artillery,  ftores,  &c.  they  pleafed 
From  the  fleet,  might  raife  batteries  on  each  fide 
the  water,  and,  if  they  could  not  take  the  town 
(of  which  they  would  have  had  a  much  better 
chance  this  way)  might  at  leaft  have  had  fome 
hopes  of  deftroying  the  magazines,  £s?V. 

Such  was  the  nature  of  this  plan;  nor  could  it 
indeed  be  otherwife,  the  idea  of  attacking  the  forts 
on  the  river,  without  any  farther  view,  being  too 
fenfelefs  for  any  Child,  much  more  any  Officer  of 
rank  in  the  army  to  propofe,  and  much  too  ridi- 
culous for  eight  gentlemen  of' character  and  ex- 
perience in  the  fervice  to  come  into.  What  was  the 
propofnion  as  flated  in  that  Council  of  War  ? 
'To  take  the  forts  leading  to  and  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Charente  •,  and  what  then  ?  why  then,  fays 
the  author,  turn  about  and  go  home  ;  the  Generals 
would  not  rifque  their  army  from  Fouras.  Though 
"  in  pofTeffion  of  the  forts  that  guard  the  river,  and 
confequently  of  the  river  (for  thofe  higher  up  were 
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defcr:b?d  either  as  very  weak  forts,  or  little  more 
than  batteries  to  the  water)  and  though  no*  army 
oppoieci  them,  yet  their  determination,  he  believes, 
was  to  finiih  there  and  to  go  home  !  Which  would 
be  juft  fuch  an  operation  as  to  ftorm  the  out- 
works of  a  town  without  any  view  to  taking  the 
place  5  in  fhort,  it.  is  fuch  an  idea  as  I  have  no  pa- 
tience to  reafon  about ;  nor  have  I  faith  enough  to 
believe  that  any  of  our  Generals  could  either  make 
or  come  into  fo  trifling  and  ridiculous  a  project. 

There  were  alfo  other  fchemes  agitated  among 
the  Generals  and  Admirals,  in  which  the  great 
ebjeef  was  not  forgot ;  particularly  that  men- 
tioned in  General  Conway's  Narrative,  "For  at- 
"  tacking  the  caflle  of  Oleron,  and  pafling  from 
"  thfr.ee  to  the  Continent  between  Brouage  and 
"  the  Charente^  which  is  about  a  league,  and  from 
"  thence  not  more  than  two  leagues  to  Rochefort ; 
"  ana  as  no  attempt  was  probably  expected  on 
"  that  (:dc,  we  might  poffibly  fucceed  fofar  as  to 
"  deftroy  feme  of  the  mips  or  magazines."  Enj. 
p.  38.  For  both  the  magazines  and  town  lay  quite 
open  to  the  river  on  that  fide,  without  either  ram- 
part cr  batteries  to  defend  them;  as  Colonel  Clerke's 

Letter  fhtws,  Enq.  p.  66 I  have  heard  that  this 

fcheme  went  fo  far,  that  an  order  was  actually  figned 
for  putting  it  in  execution  :  however,  I  don't  mean 
to  difpute  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  laid 
afide,  I  make  no  doubt  they  were  very  good  ; 
what  I  propofed  to  mew  was,  that  the  General 
Officers  did  neither  immediately  refolve  to  go  home, 
nor  to  give  up  the  great  objett  of  the  Expedition^  as 
the  author  afTerts,  but  did  by  every  means  fludy  to 
make  the  moft  of  the  plan  ;  and  that  after  the  vain 
hopes  of  a  furprize  and  an  efcalade  (upon  which 
it  proceeded)  were  reafonably  laid  afide  as  an  oper- 
ation quite,  fenfelefs  after  fo  long  an  alarm,  the 

great 
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.great  object  of  the  Expedition  was  not  therefore 
laid  afide. 

But  as  the  profpecl:  in  thefe  attempts  was  great 
on  one  hand,  the  difficulties  were  judged  great  on 
the  other,  a#d*  by  fome  thought  quite  infuperable ; 
as,  being -furnifhed  with  no  plans  of  thofe  forts,  the 
intelligence  obtained  in  regard  to  them  not  being 
thoroughly  to  be  depended  upon,  and  the  enemy 
having  by  fo  long  an  alarm  had  time  to  aflemble 
their  troops,  an  operation  of  this  fort  mud  be  very 
hopelefs  at  bed,  if  not  quite  impracticable. 

Yet  while  any  even  the  fmalleft  profpecl:  of  fuc- 
cefs  remained,  it  was  thought  an  attempt  of  this  fort 
was  juftifiable,  as  the  retreat  would  now  be  fe- 
cured,  and  it  might  then  be  feen  what  farther 
could  be  done. 

Such  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  were  the  ideas  and  in- 
tentions of  the  fuperior  Officers  in  both  fervices 
when  they  entered  into  the  propofal  made  at  the 
fecond  Council  of  War ;  they  could  not  indeed 
be  otherwife,  as  the  thing  was  feif-  evident ;  though 
their  opinions  o£>  or  hopes  from  that  operation, 
probably  varied  according  to  their  different  judg- 
ment of  things. 

What  muft  be  confefTed  is,  that  thofe  in  the 
Council  of  War,  who  had  lean:  opinion  of  thofe 
operations,  and  leaft  hopes  of  fuccefs  from  them* 
fhewed  by  their  readinefs  to  concur  in  what  was 
propofed,  at  leaft  equal  zeal  and  inclination  to  carry 
the  fervice  intended  into  execution. — They  could 
not  have  the  fame  realbn  for  perfevering  in  them. 
Which  naturally  enough  accounts  for  what  the  au- 
thor is,  or  pretends  to  be  fo  much  furprized  at, 
viz.  "  That  being  prevented  from  landing  on  the 
"  28th,  they  mould  not  (according  to  the  author's 
"  phrafe)  think  it  worth  while  to  detain  the  fleet  a 
"  day,  &x."    He  is  to  be.  Jure  aware,  that  it  was 

no; 
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fibt  for  one  day  only  the  fleet  was  to  be  detained  $ 
that  the  operation  was  now  become  very  critical  j 
that,  as  Sir  John  Mor daunt  declares  in  his  Narra- 
tive, "  It  was  imagined  the  fleet  was  to  be  em- 
"  ployed  in  more  considerable  fervices  after  this 
<c  Exoedition  was  over ;"  and  that  the  time  for 
its  return  had  been  very  flricily  limited  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  inflru&ions.  In  this  fituation,  fince  it  was 
not  thought  proper  to  hold  a  General  Council  of 
War  (Vid.  Court  Martial,  p.  114.)  it  will  not 
feem  extraordinary,  that  thofe  Land-officers  of  the 
Council  of  War,  who  had  no  great  opinion  of  this 
operation  at  firfl,  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  pro-; 
fecute  it  any  farther  ;  nor  that  the  General  Officer, 
not  firfl  in  command,  who  had  made  the  propofal, 
rather  chofe  to  acquiefce  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  and  the  other  Officers  of  the 
Council  of  War,  fo  formed  as  appears,  than  take 
the  whole  on  himfelf  in  fo  delicate  a  fituation 
againfl  that  general  opinion  ;  as  he  declares,  Enq. 
p.  29'  Nor  do  I  think  there  is  room  for  either 
cenfure  or  aflonifhmeat,  or  for  the  ridicule  at- 
tempted by  our  author,  in  any  part  of  this  pro* 
ceeding. 

This,  I  think,  is  a  fair  and  true  flate  of  our  late 
unfortunate  Expedition  from  its  firfl  rife  to  its  final 
difappointment.  But  I  hope  while  the  reader  re- 
flects coolly  on  this,  he  will  alfo  remember  this  was 
not  our  firfl  Expedition  to  the  coafls  of  France. 
It  would  have  been  the  firfl  fuccefsful  one  among 
all  our  modern  attempts,  had  it  proved  fo. 

Sir  Stafford  Fair 'borne  failed  1706,  with  a  large 
armament  to  the  fame  place,  and  with  the  fame 
fuccefs. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  was  baffied  before  a 
fmall  fortrefs  in  the  Ifle  of  Rbe. 
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And  General  Talmafifs  merit,  in  knowingly  fa- 
crificing  himfelf  and  fome  hundred  men  to  His  un- 
juftifiable  vanity,  is  now  for  rhe  firft  time  dis- 
covered and  applauded  -,  his  fuccefs  was  like  the 
former. 

.  Nor  was  that  of  our  neighbours  better  than 
our  own-,  Admiral  Tromp,  with  fixty  mips  of 
the  line,  and  10,000  land-forces,  failed  1674  to 
this  very  coaft,  and  was  not  difgraced  for  return- 
ing even  without  an  attempt  nor  reckoned  either 
a  coward,  a  fool,  or  a  traitor. 

I  don't  mention  all  our  idle  parades  on  the  coafts 
of  France^  nor  our  foolilh,  ill-calculated  bombard- 
ments of  towns  \  whofe  damages  would  have  been 
more  than  repaid  by  the  expence  of  our  pre- 
parations i  nor  do  I  mean  from  thefe  to  conclude 
that  France  is  invulnerable  ;  nor  even  that  the  at- 
tempt on  Rochefort  was  impracticable.  Nothing  is 
more  dangerous  than  arguing  from  precedents, 
cfpecially  in  military  cafes,  of  which  fcarce  two  are 
alike ;  though  I  think  they  are  as  good  proofs 
againft  the  attempt,  as  the  taking  of  Bergen-op- 
zoom  and  St.  Philip's  are  in  its  favour ;  what  I  pro- 
pofe  in  mentioning  the  failure  of  our  former  Ex- 
peditions, is  not  to  prejudice,  but  to  take  off  pre- 
judices. 

I  mean  to  leflen  the  violence  of  our  difappoint- 
ment,  and  to  foften  the  iharpnefs  of  the  unjuft  and 
unneceflary  fufpicions,  propagated  on  this  occafion, 
by  the  examples  of  both  great  and  brave  men,  who 
have  either  failed  in  attempts  of  this  kind,  or  not 
judged  it  expedient  to  make  them  on  grounds  per- 
haps much  lighter  and  lefs  conclufive  than  what 
weighed  in  the  Council  of  War  on  the  25th 
September. 

In  a  Council  of  War  held  on  board  the  Breda, 
Admiral  Ruffel's (hip,  1692,  it  was  agreed,  "Not 

"  to 


in  ) 

*«  to  attempt  St.  Make's,  as  the  troops  could  do  Ha 
u  fervice  without  the  ajftftance  of  the  Jhips.'* 

Not  to  attempt  Br  eft,  "  For  fear  they  fhould  be 
*c  wind-bound  on  the  coaft ;  and  becaufe  the 
"  Land-officers  declared,  they  could  do  nothing 
*c  without  the  protection  of  the  fleet'9 

Alfo  not  to  attack  Rochefort,  "  The  feafon  be- 
*c  ing  fo  far  fpent,  and  the  place  lying  fo  deep  in 
u  the  Bay."    This,  I  think,  was  on  the  28th  July. 

Yet  on  this  Council  appear  the  moft  refpeclable 
names  both  in  the  land  and  fea-fervice;  Admiral 
Ruffel,  Sir  Ralph  Delaval,  Sir  George  Rooke,  Sir 
Cloud.  Shovel. — The  Duke  of  Leinfter,  the  Earl 
of  Galway,  the  Earl  of  Argyle,  &c. 

On  the  Cadiz  Expedition  1702,  under  the  Duke 
of  Ormond  and  Sir  George  Rooke-,  the  reafons  that 
chiefly  weighed  againft  attacking  the  Ifte  of  Cadiz 
were,  "  That  from  fome  intelligence  received 
u  from  Mr.  Methuen,  &c.  and  from  the  concurrent 
<c  teftimony  of  fifhermen  taken  on  the  coaft,  it  ap- 
u  peared  that  the  enemy  had  about  4,000  dif- 
"  ciplined  troops,  and  1,000  horfe,  &c.  that  the 
ct  fleet  could  give  no  other  affftance  than  covering 
"  the  landing,  and  that  it  would  be  impojfible  tofup^ 
"  ply  the  troops  from  the  fleet  in  blowing'  weather'* 
From  thefe  circumftances  the  attempt  was  judged 
impracticable,  though  the  Duke  of  Ormond  had 
13,500  land-forces,  with  battering  cannon,  and  did 
not  depend  on  a  Coup  de  Main. 

It  is  true,  Sir  George  Rooke  was  blamed  for  his 
conduct  in  this  Expedition,  but  as  true  that  it  was 
from  the  malice  of  his  enemies-,  that  no  matter  was 
found  againft  him  on  an  Enquiry  •,  that  all  foreign 
hiftorians,  as  well  as  our  own  (except  Bimop  Burnet , 
who  takes  every  occafion  to  cenfure  him  with  too 
apparent  av  prejudice)  have  conftantly  juftifled  him , 
and  that  he  received  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  of 
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Commons  For  his  great  fer vices  done  the  nation  in 
the  courfe  of  that  very  Expedition ; 

I  have  thus  gone  through  my  tedious,  trouble-, 
fome  tafk;  which  I  heartily  wiih,  not  for  my  own, 
but  the  fake  of  thofe  concerned,  may  be  read  with 
the  fame  candor  I  have  writ  it.  It  has  no  [allies  of 
wit  to  engage,  no  bold  ftrokes  of  invective  to, 
awaken,  none  of  ridicule  to  amufe  •,  it  is  what  it 
profeffed  to  be,  an  argument,  not  a  declamation. 
I  have  confined  myfeif  in  the  dull,  humble  path 
of  mere  defence  -,  I  have  diffented  with  candor 
"whtfe  I  might  have  blamed  ;  I  have  even  praifed 
where  it  was  the  intereft  of  my  caufe  to  condemn  : 
though  I  could  have  worked  up  the  piece  with 
other  colours  ;  I  might  have  arraigned,  as  well  as 
vindicated  ;  I  might  have  deciamed  ;  I  might  have 
ridiculed  :  But  the  charms  of  truth  are  greater  with 
me  than  thofe  of  vanity  •,  I  write  to  convince,  not 
to  pleafe  ;  I  defpife  pamphleteering,  and  the  dirty, 
ungenerous  war  of  words  ♦,  and  I  abhor  that  baneful 
fpirit  of  party,  which  fo  fhamefully  mixes  its  poir 
fon  in  all  the  tranfa&ions  of  this  unhappy  ifland. 

I  figh  as  the  author  does  for  the  calamities  of 
this  country  ;  I  lament  our  paft  difgraces ;  I  look 
with  honor  on  thofe  too  probably  referved  for  us. 

Difappointed  in  our  perhaps  too  fanguine  ex- 
pectations here  ;  outwitted  in  America,  and  over- 
powered in  Germany  -,  at  home,  abroad,  at  land,  at 
fea,  pur  profpect  is  every  where  unpleafant. 

Yet  becaufe  we  are  difappointed,  let  us  not  be  un- 
juft;  to  preach  candor  to  men  immerfed  in  party 
is  preaching  to  the  winds  •,  but  juftice  founded  in 
plain  fads,  and  plain  reafon,  may  perhaps  find  its 
way  to  their  hearts  through  all  the  prejudices  with 
which  they  are  guarded. 

I  lament  as  the  author  does ;  I  mourn  over  the 
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as  it  feems  to  infignificance  and  ina&ivity.  If  they 
are  really  what  of  late  they  have  been  reprefented 
to  be,  I  muft  think  them  a  difagracb  and  a  burthen 
to  their  country ;  if  while  the  men  are  brave,  there 
are  no  commanders  to  lead  them  on%  and  if  rhey  are 
either  unwilling  or  unworthy  to  be  employed  m 
her  mod  eiTential  fervices,  while  boys  are  called 
forth  from  the  rank  of  Colonels  <md  Lieutcnant- 
Colonels  to  head  her  armies,  and  have  commands 
on  which  almoft  the  being  of  this  country  depends. 

Where  indeed,  as  the  author  fays,  where  is  the 
glory  of  the  Britim  Name !  if  this  be  fo.  I  mould 
not  have  ventured  to  draw  the  pifture  the  author 
has  drawn  ;  I  thought  them  able,  and  fure  they  are 
willing  to  ferve  their  country  ! 

Or  if  this  be  the  melancholy  truth,  as  he  infinu- 
ates,  let  him  remember  there  is  one  blame  at  leafb 
not  theirs  who  went  on  this  fatal  Expedition  ;  they 
are  not  cenfured  for  declining,  they  are  blamed  for 
accepting  of  command,  or  not  fufficiently  remon- 
ftrating'  againft  a  plan  they  did  not  approve  ;  yet 
they  made  their  objections,  they  Jlated  their  doubts, 
and  then  fubmitted  to  their  orders,  as  became  them  : 
it  is  a  delicate  thing  for  Officers  to  remonjlrate  too 
Jlrongly  againft  fervices  they  are  ordered  upon  ! 

But  amidft  all  our  author's  lamentations  on  the 
military  flateof  this  country,  does  he  think  he  mall 
mend  ic  by  making  defperate,  and  thrufting  out  of 
the  fervice,  men,  who  on  his  own  principles,  I 
think,  have  no  blame,  but  that  of  not  having 
judged  practicable  a  thing  he  thought  fo,  or  perhaps 
not  judged  it  practicable  in  the  particular  mode  he 
moft  approved.  He  does  not  feem  to  think  they 
want  fpirit ;  he  does  not  quite  arraign  their  capa- 
city •,  and  fure  the  idea  of  their  treachery  is  too  ridi- 
culous to  deferve  a  fecond  mention ;  men,  as  he  him- 
felf  fays  (and  his  is  an  honourable  teftimony)  who 

will 
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will  he  acquitted  of  perfonal  cowardice  by  whoever  is 
acquainted  with  their  characters;  who  have  ferved 
with  fpirit  md  gallantry i  and  who  lately  fiood  among 
the  fir  ft  for  rank  and  reputation. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

IM  U  S  T  add  one  obfervation*  which  I  omitted  * 
on  the  feveral  quotations  made,  from  the  En- 
quiry, of  words  fpoke  by  the  General  Officers,  or 
anfwers  made  by  them,  before  that  board  ;  viz. 
That  thofe  anfwers  were  not  accurately  taken 
down,  as  was  obferved  by  many  who  were  pre- 
fentj  were  not  regularly  read  over  when  taken  5 
and  are  fcarce  ever  in  the  words  they  were  fpoke  5 
which  is  very  material,  when  words  are  fo  critically 
weighed  and  fo  iavklioufly  commented  upon. 
I  muft  at  the  fame  time  do  the  Judge  Advocate 
the  juftice  to  fay,  I  believe  it  did  not  proceed  from 
the  leaft  want  of  candor  in  him  ;  and  that  it  was 
quite  otherwife  at  the  Court  Martial,  where  he 
alfo  officiated,  and  where  every  thing  feemed  to  be 
taken  down  with  the  utmoft  exactnefs; 
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ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

DUBLIN,    JULY    10,    1 798., 


IN  Obedience  to  His  Majefty's  Commands,  His 
Excellency  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  iflues  the 
following  Regulations  and  Orders,  for  the 
Duties  of  the  Field  and  in  Cantonments,  and 
directs  them  to  be  circulated,  and  moll  ftriclly 
obferved,  throughout  the  Army. 

His  Excellency  is  aware  that  they  by  no- 
Means  comprehend  the  Detail  which  the  various 
Duties  may  require,  but  they  apply  under  all 
Circumflances,  and  to  all  Situations,  and  are 
to  be  confidered  as  the  Ground-Work  of  thofe 
Inilru&ions,  which  Generals,  commanding  Dif- 
A  3  tricls, 
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tri&s,  and  Officers,  in  the  Command  of  Bri 
gades  and  Regiments,  may  find  it  neceffary  to 
give  out  to  the  Troops  under  their  refpective 
Commands ;  nor  is  any  Thing  contrary  to  the 
Tenor  and  Spirit  of  thefe  Regulations,  to  be 
ever  enjoined  to  any  Part  of  His  Majesty's 
Forces, 


; 


GEORGE  HEWETT, 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 


GENERAL  REGULATIONS, 


In  all  Duties,  whether  with  or  with-  Regulations 
out  Arms,  Picquets,  or  Courts  Martial,  DutL^fnd 
the  Tour  of  Duty  fliallbe  from  the  eldeft  the  Rank  of 
downwards.  0fficers' 

Of  Duties  of  Honour  ;  the  i  ft  is  the 
King's  or  Lord  Lieutenant's  Guard ;  the 
^d,  thofe  of  the  Royal  Family  ;  3d,  the 
Captain  General's,  or  Field  Marfhal 
commanding  the  Army ;  4th,  Detach- 
ments of  the  Army,  or  Out-pofts  ;  5th, 
General  Officer's  Guards  ;  6th,  the  or- 
dinary Guards  in  Camp  or  Garrifon ; 
7th,  the  Picquets  ;  8th,  General  Courts 
Martial,  and  Duties  without  Arms,  or 
of  Fatigue, 

An 
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An  Officer,  when  upon  Duty,  cannot 
be  ordered  upon  any  other,  before  the 
Duty  he  is  upon  be  finifhed  ;  except  he 
be  upon  the  inlying  Picquet. 

If  an  Officer's  Turn  of  Duty  happens 
when  he  is  on  the  inlying  Picquet,  he 
fliall  immediately  be  relieved,  and  go 
upon  that  Duty :  and  his  Tour  upon 
the  Pigquet  mail  pafs  him,  although  he 
mould  not  have  been  upon  it  a  Quarter 
of  an  Hour. 

If  an  Officer's  Turn  of  Duty  for  the 
Picquet,  General  Court  Martial,  or  Fa- 
tigue, happens  when  he  is  upon  any 
other  Duty,  he  fhall  not  make  good 
that  Picquet,  Court  Martial,  or  Duty  of 
Fatigue,  when  he  comes  off,  but  his 
Tour  fhall  pafs. — And  in  the  like  Man- 
ner, if  he  fhould  be  upon  a  General 
Court  Martial,  or  Duty  of  Fatigue, 
and  his  Tour  of  Guard  or  Detachment 
fliould  happen,  fuch  Guard  or  Detach- 
ment fhall  pafs  him,  and  he  fhall  not  be 
obliged  to  make  it  good. 

When 
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When  Field  or  other  Commiffioned 
Officers  are  given  out  at  Head  Quarters 
for  one  Duty,  they  cannot  be  taken  off 
to  be  put  on  any  other  Duty. 

No  Officer  to  exchange  his  Duty  with 
another,  after  he  is  put  in  Orders  for 
it,  without  Leave  of  the  Commanding 
Officer. 

Guards  or  Detachments  which  have 
not  marched  off  from  the  Place  of  Pa- 
rade, or  Rendezvous,  are  not  to  be 
reckoned  as  a  Duty  done  ;  but  if  they 
mould  have  marched  oft  from  the  Place 
of  Parade,  it  mall  be  reckoned  a  Duty, 
though  they  mould  be  difmifled  imme- 
diately after. 

No  Regiment  to  demand  a  Tour  of 
Duty,  unlefs  it  has  marched  off  the  Place 
of  Parade,  and  beyond  the  Grand 
Guard. 

General  Courts  Martial,  which  have 
afiembled,  and  the  Members  fworn  in, 
mall  be  reckoned  a  Duty,  though  they 
fhould  be  difmiffed  without  trying  any 
Perfon. 

Whenever 
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Whenever  the  Picquets  are  ordered  to 
march  to  any  Parade,  it  is  not  to  be 
accounted  a  Duty  unlefs  they  march  off 
that  Parade. 

The  Grenadier  and  Light  Infantry 
Companies  to  be  completed  with  proper 
Men  out  of  their  refpective  Regiments, 
and  to  be  conftantly  keptfo. 

When  a  Detachment  of  Grenadiers 
or  Light  Infantry  is  ordered,  their  own 
Officers  are  to  march  ;  and  if  fuch  Offi- 
cers are  on  any  Regimental  or  Camp 
Duties,  they  are  to  be  relieved  for  that 
Purpofe. 

No  Major  of  Brigade  to  be  detached 
but  with  his  Brigade,  or  the  greater  Part 
of  it,  being  dire&ed  to  march  under 
the  Orders  of  the  Major  General,  or 
other  Officer  coinmandino;. 

No  Adjutant  to  be  detached,  except 
with  his  Regiment  or  Battalion. 

All  Commands  in  the  regular  Forces 
fall  to  the  eldeft  Officers  in  the  fame 
Circumfcances,  whether  of  Cavalry  or 
Infantry,  entire  or  in  Parties.     In  cafe 

two 
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two  Commiffions  of  the  fame  Date  in- 
terfere, a  Retrofpecl:  is  to  be  had  to 
former  Commiffions. 

The  following  are  the  Regulations 
by  which  the  relative  Rank  of  the  Offi- 
cers of  his  Majefty's  Regular,  Militia, 
Fencible,  and  other  Forces  is  to  be  de- 
termined. 

Officers  of  the  Regular  Forces  are  to 
command  all  Officers  of  the  fame  Rank 
of  the  other  Services. 

Officers  of  the  Militia  and  Fencible 
Forces  are  to  rank  together,  according 
to  the  Dates  of  their  refpeclive  Com- 
miffions ;  and  they  will  command  all 
Officers  of  the  fame  Rank  belonging 
to  the  Yeomanry  Corps. 

All  Armies  falute  Crowned  Heads  in  Regulations 
the  moft  refpeclful    Manner,  Colours  °f  Honours, 
and  Standards  dropping,  and  Officers  out  0f  &* 
faluting.     Their  Guards  pay  no  Com-  Line, 
pliment  except  to  Princes  of  the  Blood, 
and  that  by  Courtefy,  in  the   Abfence 
of  Crowned  Heads. 

A  Field 
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A  Field  Marfhal  is  to  be  faluted  with 
the  Colours  and  Standards  of  all  the 
Forces,  except  the  Horfe  and  Foot 
Guards,  and  excepting  when  any  of  the 
Royal  Family  {hall  be  prefent ;  but  in 
cafe  a  Field  Marfhal  is  Colonel  of  any 
Regiment,  or  Troop  of  Horfe  or  Foot 
Guards,  he  is  to  be  faluted  by  the  Co- 
lours or  Standards  of  the  Regiment  or 
Troop  he  commands. 

Generals  of  Cavalry  and  Infantry, 
upon  all  Occafions,  are  to  have  the 
March  beat  to  them,  and  to  be  faluted 
by  all  Officers,  thofe  bearing  the  Co- 
lours excepted. 

Lieutenant  Generals  of  Cavalry  and 
Infantry  are,  upon  all  Occafions,  to 
be  faluted  by  all  Officers.  They  are  to 
have  three  Ruffles  given  them  with 
prefented  Arms. 

Major  Generals  are  to  have  two 
Ruffles  with  prefented  Arms. 

Brigadier  Generals  are  to  have  one 
Ruffle  with  prefented  Arms. 

To 
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To  Colonels,  their  own  Quarter 
Guards  in  Camp  turn  out,  and  pre- 
fent  their  Arms,  once  a  Day,  after 
which  they  only  turn  out  with  ordered 
Arms. 

To  Majors,  their  own  Guards  turn 
out  with  ordered  Arms  once  a  Day ;  at 
other  Times  they  ftand  by  their 
Arms. 

When  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  or  Major 
commands  a  Regiment,  their  own  (Quar- 
ter Guards  pay  them  the  fame  Compli- 
ment as  is  ordered  for  the  Colonel. 

The  Matter  General  of  the  Ordnance 
is  to  have  the  fame  Refpect  and  Honours 
paid  to  him  as  the  Generals  of  Foot  and 
Horfe. 

A  General  of  Cavalry  or  Infantry  is  Honours  to 
to  be  received  with  Swords  drawn,  Ket-  t>e  paid  by 
tie  Drums  beating,  Trumpets  founding,     e    ava  ry 
and  all  the  Officers  to  falute,  except  the 
Cornet  bearing  the  Standard. 

A  Lieutenant  General  is  to  be  re- 
ceived with  Swords  drawn,  Trumpets 
•founding,  and  all  the  Officers  to  falute, 

except 
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except  the  Cornet  bearing  the  Standard* 
but  the  Kettle  Drums  are  not  to 
beat. 

A  Major  General  is  to  be  received 
with  Swords  drawn,  one  Trumpet  of 
each  Squadron  founding  ;  no  Officer  to 
falute,  nor  Kettle  Drum  to  beat. 

A  Brigadier  General  is  to  be  received 
with  Swords  drawn ;  no  Trumpet  to 
found,  nor  any  Officer  to  falute,  nor 
Kettle  Drum  to  beat. 

The  King's   Standard  or  Colour  in 

the  Guards,  is  never  to  be  carried  by 

any  Guard,  except  that  which  mounts 

on  his  Majefty's  Perfon. 

*,  f  The  firil  Standard,  Guidon,  or  Co- 

Manner  01  m  7    m  7 

paying  lour  of  Regiments,  which  is  the  Union 

Honours.  Colour,  is  not  carried  by  any  Guard, 
but  that  on  the  King,  or  Viceroy, 
Oueen,  Prince  of  Wales, — or  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  being  of  the  Royal 
Family  ; — and,  except  in  thole  Cafes,  it 
fhall  always  remain  with  the  Regi- 
ment. 

When 
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When  General  Officers,  or  Perfons 
entitled  to  a  Salute,  pafs  in  the  Rear  of 
a  Guard,  the  Officer  is  only  to  make 
his  Men  ftand  mouldered,  and  not  to 
face  his  Guard  to  the  Right  about,  or 
beat  his  Drum. 

All  Sentries  are  to  pay  a  due  Refpecl: 
to  every  Officer  who  paffes  by  their 
Polls. 

Admirals,  with  their  Flags  on  the  Regulation 
Main  Top,  are  to  have  the  fame  Refpecl  of  Honours 
from  the  Troops  as  Generals  of  Cavalry  £dS!  ^ 
and  Infantry ;    that  is,  upon   all   Oc- 
cafions,  to  have  a  March  beat  to  them, 
and  to  be  faluted  by  all  the  Officers, 
thofe  bearing  the  Colours  excepted. 

Vice  Admirals  are  to  have  the  fame 
Refpecl:  as  Lieutenant  Generals  of  Ca- 
valry and  Infantry  ;  that  is,  upon  all 
Occafions,  to  be  faluted  by  all  the  Officers 
in  the  Garrifon,  the  Drummers  beating 
three  Ruffles. 

The  Rear  Admirals  are  to  have  the 
fame  Refpecl:  as  Major  Generals,  who 

have 
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Rank  and 
Precedence 
between  Sea 
and  Land 
Officers. 


have  two  RufHes,  and  not  to  be  faulted 
by  any  Officer. 

Commodores,  with  broad  Pendants, 
have  the  fame  Refpecl  as  Brigadier  Ge- 
nerals ;  which  is  to  have  one  RufHe* 

The  Admiral,  or  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majefty's  Fleet,  is  to  rank  with 
a  Field  Marlhal  of  the  Army. 

The  Admirals,  with  their  Flags  on 
the  Maintopmaft-head,  are  tohave  Rank 
with  Generals. 

Vice  Admirals  are  to  have  Rank  as 
Lieutenant  Generals. 

Rear  Admirals  are  to  have  Rank  as 
Major  Generals. 

Commodores,  with  Broad  Pendants, 
are  to  have  Rank  as  Brigadier  Gene- 
rals. 

Captains  commanding  Poft  Ships, 
after  three  Years  from  the  Date  of 
their  firft  Commifiion  for  a  Poft  Ship, 
are  to  have  Rank  as  Colonels. 

All  other  Captains  commanding  Poft 
Ships,  are  to  have  Rank  as  Lieutenant 
Colonels. 

Captains 
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Captains  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  or 
Veffels,  not  taking  Poll,  are  to  have 
Rank  as  Majors. 

Lieutenants  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  arc 
to  have  Rank  as  Captains. 

The  Rank  and  Precedence  of  Sea  Of- 
ficers in  the  Gaffes  above-mentioned, 
are  to  take  Place  according  to  the  Se- 
niority of  their  refpective  Commif- 
fions. 

Poft  Captains  commanding  Ships  or 
Veffels  that  do  not  give  Poft,  rank  only 
as  Majors  during  their  commanding 
fuch  Veffels. 

Nothing  in  thefe  Regulations  is  to 
authorize  any  Land  Officer  to  command 
any  of  his  Majefty's  Squadrons  or  Ships, 
nor  any  Sea  Officer  to  command  at 
Land  ;  nor  fhall  either  have  a  Right  to 
demand  Military  Honours  due  to  their 
refpeclive  Ranks,  unlefs  they  are  upon 
actual  Service. 

It  is  the   Commander  in  Chiefs  Or- 
der, that  all  Guards  and  Centinels  pay 
the  fame  Compliments  to  the  Officers  of 
B  the 
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the  Royal  Navy,  as  are  directed  to  be 
paid  to  the  Officers  of  the  Army,  ac- 
cording to  their  relative  Ranks. 
Turning  out  The  Line  turns  out  without  Arms, 
of  the  Line,  whenever  any  Part  of  the  Royal  Family, 
or  the  General  commanding  in  Chief 
comes  along  the  Front  of  the  Camp. 

When  the  Line  turns  out,  the  private 
Men  are  to  be  drawn  up  in  a  Line  with 
the  Bells  of  Arms  ;  the  Corporals  on  the 
right  and  left  of  their  refpective  Compa- 
nies, the  Picquet  forms  behind  the  Co- 
lours, accoutred,  but  without  Arms. 

The  Officers  and  Non-commiffioned 
Officers  are  to  be  drawn  up  with  their 
refpeclive  Companies.  The  Field  Offi- 
cers in  their  proper  Pofts  in  Battalion, 
two  Enfigns  taking  Hold  of  the  Co- 
lours. 

When  the  Commander  in  Chief 
comes  along  the  Line,  the  Camp  Colours 
on  the  Flanks  of  the  Parade  are  to  be 
ftruck,  and  planted  oppofite  to  the  Bells 
of  Arms,  and  the  Drums  piled  up  be- 
hind the  Colours  5   the  Haiberts  are  to 

be 
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be  planted  between,  and  on  each  Side  of 
the  Bells  of  Arms,  the  Hatchets  turned 
from  the  Colours. 


ATTENTIONS  relative  to 
ENCAMPMENTS. 

ON  the  Arrival  of  a  Brigade,  or  a 
Battalion  on  the  Ground  deftined  for  its 
Camp,  the  Quarter  and  Rear  Guards  of 
the  refpecHve  Regiments  will  immedi- 
ately mount ;  and  when  Circumftances 
require  them,  the  advanced Picquets  will 
be  polled.  The  grand  Guards  of  Caval- 
ry will  be  formed,  and  the  Horfes  pick- 
eted. The  Men's  Tents  will  then  be 
pitched,  and  till  this  Duty  is  completed, 
the  Officers  are  on  no  Account  to  quit 
their  Troops,  or  Companies,  or  to  em- 
ploy any  Soldier  for  their  own  Accom- 
modation. 

Neceffaries  are  to  be  made  in  the  mofl 

convenient  Situations,  and  the  utmoft 

B  2  Attention 
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Attention  is  required  in  this,  and  ever}'" 
other  Particular,  to  the  Cleanlinefs  of 
the  Camp. 

Whenever  a  Regiment  remains  more 
than  one  Night  in  a  Camp,  regular 
Kitchens  are  to  be  constructed. 

No  Tents,  or  Huts,  are  to  be  allowed 
in  Front  of,  or  between  the  Intervals  of 
the  Battalions. 

On  arriving  in  a  Camp  which  is  in- 
terfered by  Hedges,  Ditches,  unequal 
or  boggy  Ground,  Regiments  will  im- 
mediately make  Openings  of  Commu- 
nication, of  60  Feet  in  Width. 

The  Ground  in  Front  of  the  Encamp- 
ment is  to  be  cleared,  and  every  Ob- 
ftacle  to  the  Movement  of  the  Artillery 
and  Troops  is  to  be  removed. 

Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
muft  take  Care  that  their  Communica- 
tion with  the  neareft  grand  Route  is 
open,  and  free  from  any  Impedi- 
ments. 

CAMP 
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CAMP  DUTIES. 

DIVINE  Service  is  to  be  conftantly 
performed,  and  regularly  attended  on 
Sundays. 

The  Officers  for  daily  Duty  in  Camp, 
independent  of  Guards,  will  be  a  Ge- 
neral or  Generals  of  the  Day,  accord- 
ing to  the  Circumftances  and  Strength 
of  the  Camp.  In  large  Camps  there 
will  be  a  Lieutenant  General  of  the 
Day,  and  a  Major  General  of  each 
Wing,  or  one  Major  General  of  Ca- 
valry, and  one  of  Infantry ;  a  Field 
Officer  per  Brigade,  and  a  Captain  and 
Subaltern  of  the  Day,  per  Regiment. 

The  General  of  the  Day  is  to  fuper- 
intend  the  Regularity  and  Difcipline  of 
the  Camp,  in  every  Particular ;  he  is  to 
vifit  the  Guards  of  the  Camp  and  the 
Out  Polls  (unlefs  the  latter  are  put 
under  the  Command  of  fome  particu- 
lar 
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lar  OiEcer) ;  he  is  to  call  out  and  in- 
fpecl  the  inlying  Picquets,  as  often,  and 
at  fuch  Times,  as  he  thinks  proper  ;  he 
is  to  receive  all  Reports  in  Camp,  and 
make  immediate  Communication  of 
any  extraordinary  Occurrences,  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief. 

The  Field  Officer  of  the  Brigade  has 
the  immediate  Superintendance  of  the 
Camp  of  the  Brigade  ;  he  is  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  the  mounting,  and  demounting 
of  all  the  Brigade  Guards,  particularly 
of  the  inlying  Picquets,  of  which  he  is 
always  confidered  as  the  Commanding 
Officer.  He  is  to  call  them  cut,  to  in- 
fpect  them,  to  order  fuch  Patroles  from 
them  as  he  may  judge  neceffary ;  and 
in  the  Event  of  their  being  ordered  to 
march,  he  is  to  march  with  them. 

The  Strength  of  the  inlying  Picquets 
will  depend  on  that  of  the  Regiments, 
and  on  the  Situation  of  the  Camp. — 
They  mount  at  Sun-fet,  and  muft  re- 
main accoutred  all  Night,  and  are  not 
to  be  difmiffed  from  the  Parade  in  the 

Morning 
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Morning   till   infpected   by    the   Field 
Officer  of  the  Day. 

One  Fourth  of  each  Squadron  of  Ca- 
valry effective  in  Camp  (not  including 
the  Men  on  Duty)  will  always  remain 
faddled,  with  a  Subaltern  Officer  to 
each  Diviiion,  and  two  Captains  per 
Brigade  of  three  Regiments  ;  the  Men 
of  Courfe  remain  booted,  and  ready  to 
turn  out ;  thefe  are  confidered  as  the 
Cavalry  inlying  Picquets  ;  they  muft 
parade  at  Sun-fet,  and  be  in  every  Re- 
fpect  under  the  fame  Regulation  as  the 
Infantry  Picquets. 

The  next  Picquets  for  Duty  muft  al- 
ways be  warned,  when  thefe  actually  on 
Duty  mount ;  and  if  the  latter  are  or- 
dered out,  then  the  former  accoutre 
and  faddle,  and  confider  themfelves  on 
Duty. 

All  Soldiers,  permitted  to  act  as  Ser- 
vants, are  to  mount  Guard  with  the 
Officers  whom  they  are  allowed  toferve, 
and  to  do  the  Duty  of  that  Guard. 

In 
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In  Cantonments,  the  inlying  Pic- 
quets  of  the  Regiments  are  to  affemble 
at  their  Commanding  Officer's  Quarters 
every  Evening,  and  proceed  to  the 
Places  appointed  for  them  to  remain 
in  during  the  Night  ;  they  will  join 
their  Companies  in  the  Morning,  but 
hold  themfelves    in   Readinefs  to  turn 

out. 

- 

In  Cantonments,  the  Alarm  Pods  of 
each  Regiment,  and  of  Brigades,  muft 
be  immediately  fixed  ;  the  Troops  muft 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  Regimen- 
tal Alarm  Pofts,  and  the  Officers  com- 
manding Regiments  with  that  of  the 
Brigades. 

The  Captain  of  the  Day  of  each  Regi- 
ment fuperintends  the  Cleanlinefs  and 
Regularity  of  the  Camp  of  the  Regi- 
ment ;  he  attends  the  Parading  of  all 
regimental  Guards,  orders  the  Rolls  to 
be  called  frequently,  and  at  uncertain 
Hours,  and  reports  every  Thing  extra- 
ordinary to  the  Commanding  Officer. 

The 
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The  Subaltern  of  the  Day  afTifts  the 
Captain  in  his  various  Duties,  and  re- 
ports to  him  any  Irregularity  which 
may  come  to  his  Knowledge. 

The  Captain  and  Subaltern  of  the 
Day,  are  each  to  vifit  the  Hofpital  at 
uncertain  Hours ;  the  Captain  is  to  make 
his  Report  of  the  State  of  the  Hofpital, 
to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Re- 
giment. 

All  Camp  Guards  are  to  be  regularly 
relieved  at  the  fame  Hour. 

The  Regularity  of  the  Men's  Mefling 
is  an  Object  of  primary  Importance. — 
The  Captain  or  Subaltern  of  the  Day 
mull  vifit,  and  infpecr  the  Kettles,  at 
the  Hour  appointed  for  cooking,  and 
no  Kettle  is  to  be  taken  from  the  Kit- 
chens till  this  Inipeclion  is  made,  and 
the  Signal  is  given  by  the  Drum  for  the 
Men  to  dine,  which  ihould  be  at  the 
fame  Hour,  throughout  the  Camp. 
Independent  of  this  regimental  Ar- 
rangement, the  Officers  of  Companies 
inuft  daily  and   hourly  attend  to  the 

Mefling 
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Mefling  and  every  Circumftance  of  the 
Economy  of  their  Companies,  in  Camp 
more  particularly  than  in  Quarters. 

Every  Encouragement  is  to  be  given 
to  the  People  of  the  Country  to  fupply 
the  Markets,  and  any  Soldier  uling 
them  ill,  or  attempting  to  defraud  them, 
will  be  punifhed  in  the  moft  exemplary 
Manner. 

All  fmall  Parties,  whether  for  mar- 
keting, for  Wood,  Water,  or  Straw, 
are  to  be  attended  by  a  Non-commif- 
lioned  Officer  per  Company  ;  and  if  the 
Party  exceeds  eighteen  Men,  and  is  to 
march  any  Diflance  from  Camp,  it  muft 
be  under  the  Command  of  a  Subaltern 
Officer.  On  the  breaking  up  of  a  Camp, 
no  Hut  or  Straw  is  to  be  fet  Fire  to, 
without  particular  Orders  are  given  for 
that  Purpofe. 

The  Officers  on  Duty,  and  thofe  in 
waiting,  as  next  for  Duty,  who  are 
always  to  be  mentioned  in  the  Orders 
of  the  Day,  are  conftantly  to  remain 

in 
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in  Camp,  or  within  their  Canton- 
ments. 

No  Officer  is,  on  any  Account,  to 
deep  out  of  Camp,  or  Cantonments, 
without  Leave. 

No  Non-commiffioned  Officer,  or  Sol- 
dier, is  to  quit  Camp  or  Cantonments, 
without  a  Pafs,  figned  by  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Regiment,  or 
by  the  Adjutant,  having  received  Au- 
thority from  the  Commanding  Offi- 
cer. 

Officers  making  written  Reports,  are 
to  fign  them,  fpecifying  their  Rank,  and 
the  Regiments  to  which  they  belong. 

AH  Gaming  in  Camp  or  Cantonments 
is  ftriclly  forbid. 

All  Orders  relating  to  the  Men  are 
to  be  read  to  them  by  an  Officer  per 
Company,  at  the  next  Parade,  after 
fuch  Orders  are  given  out. 

The  Articles  of  War  are  to  be  read 
frequently  to  the  Men  (agreeable  to  His 
Majefty's  Orders,  therein  expreil)  in 
Prefence  of  the  Commanding  Officer^ 

the 
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the  Officers  are  to  be  at  the  Heads  ok 
their  refpective  Troops  or  Companies  : 
The  flriclefl  Silence  is  to  be  kept,  and 
that  refpe&ful  Attention  given,  which 
is  due  to  the  Declaration  of  Orders, 
proceeding  immediately  from  His  Ma- 
jefty. 

Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
wifhing  to  have  Field-Days,  or  to  prac- 
tife  their  Men  in  firing  Ball,  are  to  aik 
Leave,  and  fpecify  the  particular  Time, 
at  Head  Quarters. 

When  Pieces  cannot  be  drawn  the 
Men  are  to  be  afiembled,  and  they  are 
to  difcharge  them  in  a  fafe  Place,  under 
the  Infpection  of  the  Adjutant,  or  other 
commiffioned  Officer. 

The  Officers  of  Troops  or  Compa- 
nies, are  daily  to  examine  their  Men's 
Arms  and  Ammunition  ;  the  latter  is 
frequently  to  be  expofed  to  the  Sun  and 
Air.  Any  damaged  Ammunition  is  to 
be  immediately  replaced. 

The  greateft  Attention  is  required  in 
regard  to  the  Arrangement  of  the  Men's 

Arms, 
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Arms,  which  muft  always  be  kept  ia 
the  moft  perfect  Order. 

The  Cavalry  muft  always  have  their 
Saddles,  Bridles,  and  Accoutrements, 
ready  to  put  on  their  Horfes  on  the 
fhorteft  Notice. 

The  Troops  muft  at  all  Times  be 
kept  in  the  moft  perfecl:  Readinefs  to 
turn  out,  and  it  is  expected,  that  in  Half 
an  Hour  from  the  Time  they  receive 
the  Order  to  march,  either  in  the  Night 
or  Day,  the  Army  mall  ftand  formed 
at  the  Head  of  its  Encampment,  that 
the  Baggage  mall  be  packed,  and  the 
Whole  be  prepared  to  move.  This 
State  of  Preparation  is  equally  effential 
in  Cantonments  as  in  Camp  ;  and  in 
both,  the  Troops  muft  be  accuftomed 
to  march  without  any  previous  No- 
tice. 

Movements  of  Troops,  or  Difpoii- 
tions  of  March,  will  not  always  be  put 
in  Orders,  for  they  may  be  delivered 
to  fuch  Perfons  only  as  they  concern, 
nor  is  any  one  to  expect  more  to  be 

com- 
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communicated  to  him,  than  is  necef- 
fary  for  the  complete  Execution  of  the 
Service  required  of  him. 

All  fufpicious  Perfons  about  the 
Camp  are  to  be  apprehended,  and  fent 
under  a  proper  Guard  to  Head  Quar- 
ters. 


REGIMENTAL  HOSPITAL. 

THE  Regularity  and  proper  Ma- 
nagement of  Regimental  Hofpitals  fo 
materially  tend  to  the  Good  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Service,  and  fo  much  promote 
the  Comfort  of  the  Soldiers,  that  His 
Excellency  cannot  too  ftrongly  imprefs 
on  the  Minds  of  all  Officers  in  Com- 
mand, the  Necefiity  of  giving  the  moft 
conflant  Attention  to  thefe  important 
Objecls. 

Officers  commanding  Brigades,  are 
enjoined  frequently  to  vilit  the  Hofpi- 
tals of  the  Regiments  compoflng  their 

Brigades, 
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Brigades,  and  minutely  to  inveftigate 
the  Economy  and  Order  therein  efta- 
blifhed  ;  to  enquire  into  the  State  of 
the  Patients,  their  Diet,  and  Attend- 
ance of  every  Kind,  and  to  enforce  the 
ftricteft  Obfervance  of  the  Hofpital  Re- 
gulations. 

Thefe  Attentions  are  required  flill 
more  in  Detail,  from  Commanding  Of- 
ficers of  Regiments,  who  from  perfon- 
al  Obfervation  have  Opportunities  of 
checking  every  Abufe,  and  whofe  Duty 
it  is  to  extend  to  the  Hofpitals,  the 
fame  Syfiem  of  Order,  Regularity  and 
Difcipline,  which  mould  prevail  in  their 
Regiments* 

The  Captain  and  Subaltern  of  the 
Day,  of  each  Regiment,  are  to  vifit  the 
Hofpital  at  different  and  uncertain 
Hours,  to  obferve  the  Cleanlinefs  of 
the  Wards,  the  Regularity  of  Meffing, 
and  the  Appearance  of  the  Men,  who, 
while  they  are  in  the  Hofpital,  are  by 
no  Means  to  be  permitted  to  contract 
Habits  of  Slovenlinefs  in   their  Drefs, 

but 
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but  are   expelled  to  appear  perfectly 
clean  in  every  Particular. 

Every  Species  of  Gaming  is  ftridlly 
forbid.       Any    Patient    convi&ed    of 
fwearing,    disorderly  Behaviour,  info- 
lent  and  provoking  Conduct  towards 
the  Attendants,  or  of   any  Deviation 
from  the  Hofpital  Regulations,  will  be 
fever ely  punilhed. 
.  The  Captain  of  the  Day  is  to  report 
any  Irregularities  he  may  obferve,  to 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regi- 
ment. 

The  Surgeon  is  to  make  a  daily  Re- 
port of  the  Sick  to  the  Commanding 
Officer,  who  will  make  a  weekly  Re- 
port to  the  Officer  commanding  the 
Brigade,  who  will  make  a  general  Re- 
port of  the  Sick  of  his  Brigade,  once  a 
Week  to  Head  Quarters. 

Regimental  Hofpitals  are  under  the 
immediate  Direction  of  their  refpeclive 
Surgeons,  fubjecl  to  the  General  In- 
structions and  Superintendance  of  the 
Infpeclor  General,  or  other  Profeffional 

Perfcns, 
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Perfons,  having  Authority  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  from  His  Excellency  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief.  It  is  the  Infpector 
General's  Duty  to  vifit  Regimental  Hof- 
pitals  occafionally,  to  obferve  whether 
the  Hofpital  Regulations  are  ftriclly  ad- 
hered to,  to  enquire  whether  any 
Caufes  of  Complaint  exift  among!!  the 
Patients,  and  to  fubmit  to  the  Generals 
commanding  in  Diftricls,  fuch  local 
Obfervations  as  he  conceives  may  tend 
to  the  Benefit  of  the  Sick. 

When  a  Regiment  is  Rationed  in  a 
Barrack,  where  no  detached  Building 
is  appropriated  for  the  Hofpital,  or  in 
Camp  and  Cantonments,  it  is  the  Bu- 
finefs  of  the  Surgeon  to  procure  an 
airy,  and  commodious  Hofpital,  taking 
particular  Care,  that  it  is  amply  fup- 
plied  with  wholefome  Water. 

In  Camp,  a  Tent  will  be  allowed, 
which  mull  be  pitched  upon  the  beft, 
dry  Piece  of  Ground,  in  the  Vicinity 
of  the  Regimental  Hofpital,  to  which 
it  is  granted  as  an  Aid,  but  muft  not, 
C  except 
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except  in    Cafes  of  abfolute  Neceffity, 
be  itfelf  confidered  as  the  Hofpital. 

The  Refponfibility  for  the  Order,  Re- 
gularity and  Cleanlinefs  of  the  Regi- 
mental Hofpital,  for  the  Diet  and  Care 
of  the  Patients,  and  for  the  general 
Conduct  and  Economy  of  the  whole 
Eftabliftiment,  refts  entirely  with  the 
Surgeon  ;  but  Commanding  Officers 
are  enjoined  to  furnifh  fuch  Military 
Affiftance  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the 
Attainment  of  thefe  Objects,  and  all 
Non-commiffioned  Officers,  and  others 
placed  in  the  Hofpital,  in  Aid  of  the 
Surgeon,  are  commanded  to  yield  the 
moft  implicit  Obedience  to  the  Inftruc- 
tions  they  may  receive  from  him,  and 
to  enforce,  in  every  Inftance,  the  moft 
minute  Oofefvance  of  the  Hofpital  Re- 
gulations, which  are  to  be  fairly  writ- 
ten, and  fixed  on  a  Board  in  the  moft 
confpicuous  Part  of  the  Entrance  of 
the  Regimental  Hofpital. 

The  Surgeon  mould  be  confulted  in 
the  Selection  of  the  Serjeant  appointed 

tou 
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to  affift  him  in  the  Hofpital ;  and  it 
will  tend  materially  to  the  Benefit  of 
the  Sick,  that  this  Non-commiffioned 
Officer,  and  the  Orderly  Men  acting  in 
the  Hofpital,  mould  be  confidered  as 
being  in  a  permanent  Situation,  and 
not  liable  to  be  removed  except  in  Cafe 
of  Mifdemeanour. 

A  Guard  is  to  be  conftantly  furnifh- 
ed  to  the  Hofpital,  and  the  Surgeon 
will  lignify  to  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Regiment,  the  particular  Orders 
which  he  wifhes  to  be  given  to  the 
Non-commiffioned  Officer  commanding 
it,  and  to  the  Sentries. 

When  a  Soldier  comes  into  the  Hof- 
pital, his  Arms  and  Accoutrements  are 
to  be  taken  in  Charge  by  the  Non-com* 
miffioned  Officer  attending  the  Hofpi* 
tal,  but  his  Ammunition  is  to  be  left 
with  his  Troop  or  Company,  and  is  in 
no  Inftance  to  be  taken  with  him  to 
the  Hofpital. 

Regimental  Surgeons    are  enjoined 

to  take  under  their  Care. any  Non-com- 
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miflioned  Officers  or  Soldiers  of  other 
Regiments,  (upon  the  Commanding 
Officer's  Authority  for  fo  doing  being 
Obtained)  who,  from  the  Abfence  of  the 
Corps  to  which  they  belong,  from  there 
being  no  General  Hofpital  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood, or  from  other  unavoidable 
Circumftances,  are  under  the  Neceffity 
of  applying  to  them  for  Relief  and  Af- 
fiftance. 

It  is  very  delirable,  that  in  every  Re^ 
gimental  Hofpital,  there  mould  be  an 
Apartment  appropriated  to  Convalef- 
cents,  whofe  Diet  and  Mode"  of  Living 
muft  remain  under  the  Direction  of  the 
Surgeon,  and  who  muft  themfelves  be, 
in  every  Refpecfc,  fubjecl:  to  the  Hofpi- 
tal Regulations.  A  trufty  Non-com- 
miffioned  Officer  muft  be  appointed  to 
the  Superintendance  of  the  Mefling, 
and  Conduct  of  this  particular  Ward. 

Convalefcents,  on  coming  out  of  the 
Hofpital,  are  not  to  be  put  on  Duty, 
till  the  Surgeon  certifies  to  the  Adju- 
tant, that  they  are  perfectly  recovered;  j 

for- 
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for  which  Purpofe  the  Surgeon,  or  Af- 
fiftant  Surgeon,  muft  make  a  particular 
Infpection  of  thefe  Men,  at  Morning 
Parade,  to  prevent  any  remaining 
longer  exempted  from  Duty  than  the 
State  of  their  Health  renders  abfolutely 
neceffary.  On  a  March,  when  Circum- 
ftances  will  permit,  the  Packs  of  fuch 
Convalefcents,  as  have  not  yet  receiv- 
ed Certificates  of  their  being  fit  for 
Duty,  mould  be  carried  for  them. 

The  Surgeon  or  Afiiftant  Surgeon 
muft  attend  all  Parades  and  Field-Days. 
No  Punifliment  is  to  be  inflicted  but 
in  the  Prefence  of  the  Surgeon  or  Af- 
fiftant  Surgeon. 

In  Cantonments  and  Barracks,  the 
Quarters  of  the  Surgeon  muft  be  near 
the  Hofpital,  and  the  Aftiftant  Surgeon's 
Tent  muft  be  pitched  in  its  Vicinity 
when  a  Regiment  is  in  Camp. 

The  Inftruclions  for  the  Economy 
and  Management  of  Regimental  Hof- 
pitals,  framed  by  the  Army  Medical 
Board,  having  received  the  Approba- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  are 
to  be  confidered  as  proceeding  imme- 
diately from  His  Excellency ;  and  all 
Generals  commanding  in  Diftri&s,  and 
Officers  commanding  Brigades  and  Re- 
giments, are  enjoined  to  give  them  full 
Effect,  and  by  their  Authority  to  en- 
force the  ftri&eft  Obfervance  of  them 
within  their  refpective  Commands. 


OUT-POSTS,  ADVANCED   P1C- 
QUETS  and  DETACHMENTS. 

IT  is  very  deiirable  that  this  Duty 
fhould  be  performed  by  light  Troops 
(with  fuch  Support  from  the  Line  as 
may  be  requifite),  and  be  under  the  im- 
mediate Direction  of  fome  General,  or 
other  Officer,  particularly  appointed  to 
that  Command;  but  Circumftances 
may  render  it  neceffary  that  this 
Duty  fliould  be  done  from  the  Line, 

in 
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in  which  Cafe  the  Out-Poils  fall  under 
the  Command  of  the  General  Officers 
of  the  Day,  unlefs  fome  individual 
Officer  is  named  to  the  Command  of 
them. 

The  Duties  of  Out-Pofts  are  fo  va- 
rious that  they  will  ufually  require  de- 
tailed Inftructions  according  to  Cir- 
cumftances  ;  the  following  Directions 
will,  however,  apply  generally,  and  are 
moft  ftrictly  to  be  obferved. 

All  Out-Guards  march  off  without 
Trumpets  founding  or  Drums  beating. 
They  pay  no  Compliments  of  any 
Kind  ;  neither  do  their  Sentries  take 
any  complimentary  Notice  of  Officers 
paffing  near  their  Pofts. 

No  Guards  are  to  prefume  to  flop 
any  Perfons  coming  to  Camp  with 
Provifions  (without  they  are  particu- 
larly ordered  fo  to  do),  and  are  on  no 
Account  to  exact  or  receive  any  Thing 
for  their  free  PafTage. 

Any  Officer,  or  other  Perfon  who 
comes  from  the  Enemy's  Camp,  is  to 

be 
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be  fecured  by  the  firft  Guard  he  arrives 
at,  till  the  Commander  in  Chief's 
Pleafure  is  known.  When  a  Deferter 
comes  in  from  the  Enemy,  the  Officer 
commanding  the  Poll,  or  Guard,  at 
which  he  firft  arrives,  is  immediately 
to  fend  him  under  a  proper  Efcort  (and 
without  permitting  him  to  be  delayed, 
or  examined,  or  any  Queftions  afked 
him)  to  the  Officer  commanding  the 
Out-Pofts,  who,  after  enquiring  whe- 
ther he  brings  any  Intelligence  imme- 
diately relating  to  his  own  Poft,  will 
forward  him  to  Head  Quarters. 

The  Sentries  on  the  Out-Pofts  are 
always  to  be  double.  No  Officers? 
Soldiers,  or  Followers  of  the  Camp, 
are,  on  any  Account,  to  be  fufTered  to 
pafs  the  Out-Pofts  without  they  are 
on  Duty,  or  prefent  a  regular  Permit 
from  Head  Quarters. 

The  Men  on  advanced  Picquets  are 
to  carry  their  Provifion  with  them* 
ready  cooked,  when  Circumftances 
will  permit.      The   Cavalry  to   carry 

fufficient 
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fufficient  Forage  for  the  Time  they  are 
to  be  out. 

It  is  the  Duty  of  Officers,  on  all 
Guards,  to  infpect.  every  Relief  of  Sen- 
tries, both  when  they  go  on  and  come 
off  their  Poft ;  to  call  the  Rolls  fre- 
quently, and  by  every  Means  in  their 
Power,  to  keep  the  Men  under  their 
Command  in  the  moil  perfect  State  of 
Vigilance  and  Preparation. 

Officers,  commanding  Out-Guards? 
are  to  fend  Guides,  or  orderly  Men,  to 
the  Major  of  Brigade  of  the  Day,  or 
to  the  Brigade  Major  of  their  own  Bri- 
gades, as  Circumftances  may  require, 
in  order  to  conduct  the  new  Guards, 
and  to  carry  fuch  Orders  as  may  be  ne- 
ceffary.  When  the  Army  is  on  a 
March,  they  muft  apprife  the  Brigade 
Majors  of  the  Situation  of  their  Pofts 
as  foon  as  they  arrive  at  them. 

All  Detachments  which  are  ordered  Detachments, 
to  march  immediately,  are  to  be  taken 
from   the   Picquets,   and  replaced    di- 
rectly. 

Whenever 
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Whenever  Detachments  are  com- 
pofedof  200  Men,  or  upwards,  a  Sur- 
geon or  Surgeon's  Mate  is  to  be  fent 
from  the  Corps  of  the  Officer  who 
commands.  On  particular  Duties,  the 
Attendance  of  a  Surgeon  or  Mate  may- 
be requilite  with  fmaller  Detachments. 
Detachments  of  Cavalry,  of  50  or  up- 
wards, will  be  attended  by  a  Farrier. 


PROVOST-MARSHAL. 

IN  Cafe  of  the  Army  taking  the 
Field,  a  Deputy  Proyoft  Marfhal  will 
be  appointed  to  each  Diftrict.  The 
Provoft  will  frequently  make  the  Tour 
of  the  Camp,  and  its  Environs,  and 
will  have  Orders  to  feize  fuch  Perfons 
as  are  committing  Diforders. 

The  Regiments  encamped  neareft 
Villages,  mull  fend  frequent  Patroles 
Into  them,  to  apprehend  fuch  Perfons 

as 
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as  may  be  there  without  Paifes,  or 
who,  having  Paffes,  may  behave  im- 
properly. 

Any  Perfon  committing  Wade  in 
Gardens,  Orchards,  Plantations,  Fields, 
or  In clo lures,  will  be  moil  fever ely 
punifhed. 

Plundering  and  Marauding,  at  all 
Times  highly  difgraceful  to  Soldiers, 
under  the  Circumftances  in  which  it  is 
probable  the  Army  will  take  the  Field, 
and  committed  againft  the  Perfons  and 
Properties  of  our  own  Countrymen, 
whom  it  is  our  Duty  to  protect,  will 
becomes  Crimes  of  fuch  Enormity, 
that  the  Marquis  Cornwallis  declares, 
in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  that  He 
will  in  no  Inftance  remit  the  awful  Pu- 
nifhment  which  the  Military  Law 
awards  againft  Offences  of  this  Nature  ; 
and  that  He  will  particularly  direct  the 
Provoft  Marfhal  in  making  his  Rounds, 
to  execute  it  immediately,  and  in  its 
greateft  Rigour,  againft  all  fuch  as  are 
.(leteftcd  in  the  Fad. 

If 
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If  any  Soldier  is  bafe  enough  to  at- 
tempt to  defert  to  the  Enemy,  he  will 
fuffer  immediate  Death. 

Any  Perfon  forcing  a  Safe  Guard 
will  fuffer  Death. 

Thefe  Punifhments  will  attach  equally 
to  the  Followers  of  the  Camp,  as  to 
Soldiers,  and  muft  be  explained  to 
them  by  the  Officers  commanding  the 
Regiments  by  which  fuch  Followers  are 
employed. 

The  Articles  of  War  have  decreed 
Punifhments  for  the  following  Of- 
fences :— r? 
,  Death  is  the  abfolute  Punifhment  for 
Cowardice,  or  Miibehaviour  before  an 
Enemy,  or  fpeaking  Words  inducing 
others  to  do  the  like. 

For  Mutiny,  or  concealing  a  Mutiny, 
Defertion,  Sleeping  on  a  Pofl,  or 
quitting  it  before  relieved,  plundering 
after  Victory,  quitting  a  Poll:  in  Battle, 
compelling  an  Officer  to  abandon  or 
give  up  his  Foil:,  or  perfuading  others 
£o  clo  the  like,  coxrefponding  with  an 

Enemy, 
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Enemy,  and  ftriking  or  refuting  to 
obey  any  fuperior  Officer  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  his  Duty,  a  Court-Martial 
may  inflict  Death,  or  any  other  Punifh- 
ment  it  may  judge  adequate  to  the  Of- 
fence. 

The  Crimes  of  perfuading  others  to 
defer  t,  of  concealing,  affifting,  or  re- 
lieving an  Enemy ;  of  being  abfent 
from  the  Troop  or  Company  a  Sol- 
dier belongs  to,  Abfence  from  Duty, 
Drunkennefs,  and  falfc  Alarms,  are 
punilhable  at  the  Difcretion  of  a  Gene- 
ral or  Regimential  Court-Martial, 

All  Officers  in  the  Command  of 
Guards  or  Detachments  are  enjoined 
to  give  Affiftance  to  the  Provoft  Mar- 
fhal  in  the  Execution  of  his  Duty ;  and 
any  Officer  or  Soldier  impeding  him  in 
the  fame,  or  offering  him  any  Infult, 
whTreceive  the  moil  exemplary  Punish- 
ment. 


ORDERS 
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ORDERS  relative  to  the  MARCH,  &c- 

THE  Arrangement  of  the  March  5 
fuch  as  the  Number  and  Compofition 
of  the  Columns,  the  Precautions  to  be 
taken,  the  Pofts  to  be  feized  upon  to 
cover  it,  &c.  muft  depend  upon  the 
Circumftances  of  the  Moment,  and 
muft  then  be  detailed  in  a  particular 
Difpofition.  But  fome  general  Rules 
may  be  given  which  can  always  apply. 

The  Routes  muft  be  conftantly  opened 
to  the  Width  of  60  Feet* 

If  the  March  is  through  an  open 
Country  without  Defiles,  the  Infantry 
march  by  Platoons,  or  Half-Compa- 
nies, the  Cavalry  by  4  Divifions,  and 
the  Guns  and  Ammunition  Waggons, 
two  abreaft  if  poffible. 

In  an  inclofed  Country,  or  fuch  as  is 
interfered  by  hollow  Ways,  or  other 
Defiles,  the  March  muft  be  by  Sections 
of  6  or  more  Files  in  the  Infantry,  and 

Ranks 
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Ranks  by  threes  or  by  twos  in  the  Ca- 
valry, and  the  Artillery  muft  move  in 
a  iingle  File,  becaufe  the  frequent  breaks 
ing  off  and  forming  up  again,  retards 
the  March  and  fatigues  the  Troops. 

In  a  common  March,  as  it  is  di- 
rected in  the  General  Regulations,  half 
Diftance  only  muft  be  kept  between  the 
Divifions,  taken  from  Front  Rank  to 
Front  Rank,  and  the  Center  and  Rear 
Ranks  muft  be  kept  loofe  as  well  as  the 
Files,  for  the  Purpofe  of  ealing  the 
Men  as  much  as  poffible. 

The  Pivot  Files  muft  attend  to  pre- 
ferve  their  Diftances  exactly,  each  fol- 
lowing precifeiy  the  Path  pointed  out 
by  the  one  before  him  ;  and  keeping 
the  regular  marching  Step,  by  which 
Means,  upon  a  Signal  being  given,  the 
Divifion  is  in  a  Moment  in  Order. 
The  Leader  of  this  Pivot  File  may  be 
occafionally  changed. 

At  the  Head  of  every  Column,  whe- 
ther compofed  of  Infantry  or   Cavalry, 
a  weli-inftructed  Non-commiffioned  Of- 
ficer 
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ficer  mull  inarch.  He  mull  carefully 
keep  the  regular  Step  of  the  flow 
March,  to  which  the  Troops  are  drill- 
ed, and  upon  this  Man  the  regular  Pace 
of  the  Column  will  depend ;  by  this 
Method  two  effential  Points  are  en- 
fured  ;  one,  that  every  Column  moves 
in  exactly  the  fame  Time,  and  of  Courfe 
enables  the  Officer  commanding  to  cal- 
culate the  March  with  Certainty  ;  ano- 
ther, that  it  enfures  the  Troops  not 
being  over  hurried,  which  they  are 
more  efpecially  liable  to  be  when  Ca- 
valry leads  the  Column.  Two  Non- 
com  miffioned  Officers  Ihould  be  ap- 
pointed for  this  Purpofe,  who  muft  re- 
lieve each  other. 

At  the  Head  of  every  Column  of 
March,  there  muft  be  a  confiderable 
Number  of  Pioneers  to  clear  the 
Route. 

Guns  or  Carriages  breaking  down 
and  difabied,  are  immediately  to  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  Line  of  March,  fo  as 
not  to  interrupt  its  Progrefs. 

Officers 
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Officers  muft  at  all  Times  remain 
with  their  Divifions,  whether  march- 
ing or  halted. 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  Regi- 
ments muft  pay  the  greateft  Attention 
to  their  Corps  whilft  paffing  a  Defile, 
and  proper  Officers  mould  be  left  to  af- 
fift  in  this  moft  effential  Part  of  the 
Conduct  of  Marches. 

It  is  a  (landing  Rule  in  Column,  that 
every  Regiment  fhould  march  with  the 
fame  Front  that  the  Regiment  does 
which  precedes  it. 

No  Alterations  mould  be  made  in  any 
Circumftance  of  the  March,  which  is 
to  be  taken  up  from  the  Regiment  in 
Front,  until  arrived  exactly  upon  the 
fame  Ground  upon  which  that  Regi- 
ment made  the  Alteration. 

No  Officer  muft  ride  between  the  Di- 
vifions on  a  March,  except  General  and 
Staff  Officers,  the  Execution  of  whofe 
Duty  renders  it  neceffary  for  them  to 
pafs  in  all  Directions. 

D  When 
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When  a  Battalion  paffes  a  Defile,  and 
there  is  no  Room  for  the  Officers  to 
ride  on  the  Flanks  of  the  Divifions,  Half 
of  thofe  who  are  mounted  pafs  at  the 
Head  of  the  Battalion,  and  Half  in  the 
Rear. 

All  Breakings-off  to  enter  a  Defile, 
and  all  Formations  again,  when  patted 
through  it,  muft  be  done  extremely- 
quick,  by  the  Parts  that  double,  or  that 
form  up. 

A  fufficient  Number  of  intelligent 
Guides  muft  always  be  ready  to  march 
at  the  Head  of  Battalions  and  Co- 
lumns. 


GENERAL  and  STAFF  OFFICERS. 

IT  is  to  the  fteady  Co-operation  and 
Affiftance  of  the  General  Officers,  that 
the  Commander  in  Chief  looks  for  the 
Support  of  that  Syftem  of  Difcipline, 
which  is  effential  to  the  Reputation  and 

Succefs 
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Succefs  of  his  Majefty's  Arms.  His 
Excellency  calls  their  Attention,  at  this 
Time  particularly,  to  the  extreme  Im- 
portance of  this  Object,  to  which  he  is 
perfuaded  they  will  give  the  clofeft  At- 
tention. 

General  Officers,  commanding  Bri- 
gades, are  expecled  very  minutely  to 
infpedt,  the  internal  Economy  and  Dis- 
cipline of  the  Regiments  under  their 
Orders  :  They  are  frequently  to  vifit 
the  Hofpitals  and  Guards  :  On  arriv- 
ing in  a  Camp,  they  are  never  to  leave 
their  Brigades  till  the  Tents  are  pitched, 
and  the  Guards  pofted  :  They  mull  al- 
ways encamp  with  their  Brigades,  un- 
lefs  Quarters  can  be  procured  for  them 
immediately  in  the  Vicinity  of  their 
Camp. 

General  Officers  muft  not,  at  any 
Time,  change  the  Quarter  afligned 
them,  without  Leave  from  Head  Quar- 
ters. 

All   General    Officers   mould  make 

themfelves  acquainted,  as  foon  as  poffi- 

D  2  hie, 
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ble,  with  the  Situation  of  the  Country 
near  the  Camp,  with  the  Roads,  Paffes, 
Bridges,  &c.  leading  to  it ;  and  like- 
wife  whh  the  Out-Pofts,  that  in  Cafe 
they  mould  be  ordered  fuddenly  to  fuf- 
tain  or  defend  any  Poft,  they  may  be 
able  to  march  without  waiting  for 
Guides,  and  be  competent  to  form  the 
beft  Difpofition  for  the  Service.  They 
fhould  inftrucl  their  Aides-de-Camp  in 
thefe  Particulars,  and  always  require 
their  Attendance  when  they  vifit  the 
Out-Pofts. 

An  intimate  Knowledge  of  the  Scene 
of  Action,  and  its  Neighbourhood,  muft 
give  the  great  eft  Advantage  to  every 
Officer,  and  enable  him  to  difplay  his 
Talents,  and  execute  his  Duty  with  Ho- 
nour to  himfelf  and  Advantage  to  his 
Country;  but  this  is  more  particularly 
expected  from  General  Officers,  and 
others  in  confiderable  Command. 
By  Maps,  acquired  local  Information, 
and   unremitting   Activity    and    Ob- 

fervation, 
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fervation,  they  will  attain  this  im- 
portant Object;  which,  in  our  pe- 
culiar Situation,  will  enable  them  to 
act  with  decided  Advantage  againft  an 
Enemy,  who  muft  be  much  embarraf- 
fed  in  his  Attempts  to  penetrate 
through  fo  intricate  a  Country,  which 
he  can  have  no  Opportunity  of  pre- 
vioully  examining.  Guides  my  ferve 
in  the  common  Operations  of  Marches; 
but  near  the  Enemy,  the  Eye,  and  In- 
telligence of  the  principal  Officers,  muft 
determine  the  Movements  of  Troops, 
and  enable  them  to  feize  and  improve 
every  Advantage. 

Brigade  Majors  and  Aids-de-Camp 
are  to  be  appointed  from  the  regular 
Forces,  and  (except  thofe  attending 
the  Commander  in  Chief)  mull  not  be 
Field  Officers  of  Regiments. 

The  Detail  of  the  Duty  of  the  Bri- 
gade refts  entirely  on  the  Brigade 
Major.  He  is  confidered  as  an  Officer 
attached  to  the  Brigade,  not  perfonally 

to 
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to  the  Officer  commanding  it.  His 
Station  on  a  March  is  in  Front  of  the 
leading  Regiment  of  his  Brigade;  he 
is  to  encamp  in  the  Rear  of  the  Center 
of  the  Brigade.  The  Brigade  Major, 
or  an  orderly  Adjutant,  is  to  be  con- 
fantly  in  the  Lines  of  the  Camp  of  the 
Brigade.  Majors  of  Brigade  and  Aides- 
de-Camp,  are,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  no- 
tify their  General's  Quarters  at  Head 
(Quarters.  It  is  the  Bulinefs  of  the 
Brigade  Major  to  call  in  the  Guards 
belonging  to  the  Brigade  previous  to 
a  March. 

No  Officer  under  the  Rank  of  a 
General  Officer,  unlefs  he  commands 
the  Brigade,  (the  Adjutant  General 
excepted)  has  any  Right  to  give  Direc- 
tions to  the  Major  of  Brigade  on  the 
Parade,  or  to  interfere  with  any  Party 
lie  is  parading,  till  the  Major  of  Bri- 
gade delivers  it  over  to  the  Officer  who 
k  to  command  it. 


All 
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All  Orders  fent  by  Aides-de-Camp 
arc  to  be  delivered  in  the  plaineft 
Terms,  and  are  to  be  obeyed  with  the 
fame  Readinefs  as  if  delivered  person- 
ally by  the  General  Officers  to  whom 
fuch  Aides-de-Camp  are  attached. 
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ADJUTANT  GENERAL'S  OFFICE, 

ROYAL    HOSPITAL,    April  izth,   1797. 

1  HE  Commander  in  Chief,  confidering  the 
Poflibility  of  the  Army's  being  fuddenly  called  into 
the  Field,  and  employed  on  active  Service,  has 
thought  proper  to  order  the  following  Inftructions 
to  be  publifhed  and  communicated  to  every  Indivi- 
dual, as  far  as  each  is  concerned :  a  fufficient  Num- 
ber of  Copies  having  accordingly  been  printed  and 
diftributed,  all  Generals  and  Commanding  Officers 
of  Regiments  and  of  Corps  are  to  take  Care  that  the 
Particulars  therein  ftated  are  univerfally  known,  and 
obferved  by  the  Troops  under  their  Command. 

By  Command  of  the  Earl  of  Carhampion^ 
Commander  in  Chief 

GEORGE  HEWETT, 

Adjutant  General, 

A  2  i 


INSTRUCTIONS 


RELATIVE     TO 


THE  BAGGAGE  AND  MARCHES 


OF 


THE  ARMY. 


1  HE  Service  on  which  the  Troops  may  Nature  ct 
be  called,  will  be  of  fuch  a  Nature,  while  Servi^e  that 
it  lafts,  that  confident  with  the  Safety  quired 
and  Operations  of  the  Army,  the  ufual 
Convenience  of  the  Field  cannot  be  al- 
lowed or  expected. 

From  the  unremitting  Zeal  and  Ar- 
dour of  the  Troops,  every  Succefs  may 
be  hoped  for  ; — but  for  this  Purpofe 
every  unneceffary  Embarraffment  of 
Baggage  mull:  be  removed,  to  enable 
*is  to  aft  with  Advantage  and  A&ivity. 

to 
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Nature  of  In  many  Situations,  our  Object  will 

be,  in  Hopping  the  Progrefs  of  an 
Enemy,  if  fuperior  in  Number,  and 
endeavouring  to  penetrate  into  the 
Country,  inftead  of  keeping  all  our 
Force  collected  to  oppofe  him  in  Front, 
to  allot  a  Part  only  for  the  Purpofe, 
and  by  throwing  the  Reft  in  different 
Bodies  on  his  Flanks,  and  even  in  his 
Rear,  as  he  advances,  to  circumfcribe 
Ms  Movements,  and,  by  unremitting 
Attacks,  to  make  his  Progrefs  flow  and 
uneafy.  This  will  not  be  difficult  to 
attain,  mould  his  March  be  confined  to 
the  great  Roads  of  the  Country,  from 
the  Extenlion  of  his  Columns ;  and  as 
an  Attack  any  where,  would  necelTarily 
make  a  Stop  every  where :  fhould  he 
endeavour  to  open  parallel  Routes,  and 
to  march  in  feveral  connected  Columns, 
this  Operation  could  be  much  retarded, 
would  occafion  great  Delay  in  Point  of 
Time,  and  give  us  great  Advantage  in 
affembling  and  encreaiing  our  Num- 
bers, 

In 


C    7    3 

In  oppofing  the  Enemy  in  this  Man-  Nature  of 
ner,  every  Thing  will  depend  on  the  Servlce» 
Alertnefs  of  the  Troops,  the  Lightnefs 
of  their  Equipment,  and  their  being 
free  from  every  Incumbrance  of  Bag- 
gage, Carriages*  or  even  a  numerous 
Artillery. 

They  mull  confider  themfelves  in  the 
Situation  of  an  advanced  or  rear  Guard, 
always  within  Reach  or  within  Sight  of 
an  Enemy  ;  ready  to  advance,  fall  back, 
or  change  their  Pofition  in  a  Moment ; 
it  will  depend  upon  the  Nature  of  the 
Ground,  how  far  the  Cavalry  can  give 
Support  on  fuch  Occaiions  to  the  In- 
fantry ;  but  in  general  they  will  be  def- 
tined  to  annoy  and  circumfcribe  the 
Flanks  of  the  Enemy's  March. 

In  carrying  on  this  Kind  of  War,  the 
Troops  would  hardly  ever  be  able  to 
encamp,  but  when  it  was  apparent, 
that  the  Enemy,  from  Neceility,  would 
be  obliged  to  remain  in  fome  particular 
Situation,  or  that  we  took  up  a  Pofi- 
tion that  mufl  be  maintained. 

For 
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Nature  of  For  this  State  of  Action,  we  muft  be 

Service.  always  prepared  ;  and  though,  while  it 

lafts,  exceedingly  fevere  for  the  Troops, 
muft  be  more  than  equally  diftreffing  to 
the  Enemy,  as  his  Difficulty  muft  en- 
creafe  the  further  he  advances  into  the 
Country  ;  and  whenever  he  becomes 
obliged  to  eftablifh  a  Chain  of  Pofts,  to 
keep  up  his  Communication  with  the 
Point  from  which  he  originally  depart- 
ed, fuch  Pofts  will  certainly  be  forced 
and  cut  off,  and  he  thereby  reduced  to 
the  greateft  Extremity,  while  the  Coun- 
try, open  to  our  Rear,  will  afford  us 
every  Help  and  Afliftance,  and  enable 
us,  when  he  arrives  at  a  certain  Point, 
and  when  it  is  judged  proper,  with 
united  and  encreafed  Force  to  attack 
and  utterly  defeat  him. 

The  above  general  Circumftances, 
relative  to  the  Nature  of  the  Service  we 
may  expect,  are  pointed  out  to  the 
Troops,  to  fhew  the  Advantages  we 
may  poffefs  ;  what  may  be  required  of 
us  y  and  the   State  of  Readinefs    and 

Lightnefs 


C     9     ] 

Lightnefs  in  which  we  mull  be  put  to" 
ad  with  Vigour,  and  difcharge  our 
Duty  with  Honour  to  ourfelves,  and 
Advantage  to  our  Country. 

The  Propriety  of  the  following  Re- ■  Regulations, 
gulations  mufl  therefore  be  apparent  to 
every  one;  will  be  cheerfully  entered 
into,  from  the  Neceffity  of  the  Service  ; 
will  take  Place,  from  the  Minute  the 
Troops  are  called  upon  to  march  ;  and 
will  be  rigidly  enforced  :  as  the  Wel- 
fare of  the  Soldier  and  the  Army  de- 
pend upon  them. 

The  light  Baggage  of  the  Army  will 
be  carried  on  Cars  :  the  following  Pro- 
portion will  be  allowed  to  the  different 
Regiments: 


B  Two 
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Two  Day's  Bread,  for  which  Wicker  "*) 
Bafkets  will  be  provided  and  fur-  > 
nilhed  by  the  Quarter  Mailer  Gen.  j 

The  Mens'  Tents  and  Poles      - 

The  fparc  Ammunition 

Intrenching  Tools          -              •    ■      - 

The  Baggage  of  the  Officers 

The  Baggage  of  the  Staff  Officers    '  - 

The  Surgeon's  Medicine  Cheft 

0 

When 
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When  the  effective  Rank  and  File  of  Carriages  and 
a  Regiment,  a&ually  in  the  Field,  {hall  BaS§aSe- 
exceed  or  fall  fhort  of  the  above  Num- 
bers, a  proportionable  Increafe  or  Di- 
minution muft  be  made  in  the  Cars  al- 
lowed for  the  Carriage  of  it's  Bread, 
Tents,  and  Ammunition. 

Upon  the  Event  therefore  of  an  Ene- 
my's landing,  or  of  the  Troops  being 
fuddenly  called  upon  to  march,  the  com- 
manding Officer  of  each  Regiment  will 
immediately  fecure  the  Number  of  Cars 
allotted  for  his  Corps,  agreeable  to  the 
foregoing  Regulation,  which  he  is  di- 
rected to  hire,  in  Preference  to  preiling ; 
and  by  a  previous  Enquiry,  he  may  be 
probably  enabled  to  fix  on  fuch,  as  from 
the  Strength  of  the  Horfes,  and  the  In- 
telligence, Sobriety,  and  Fidelity  of  the 
Drivers,  may  be  moft  likely  to  be  of 
Service. 

For   each   Horfe,  Car,  and  Driver, 
three  Shillings  per  Day  will  be  allowed, 
the  Horfe  is  to  be  fed  by  Government. 
B  2  When 
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Carriages  and       When  Circumflances  will  permit,  two 
BaSSaSe-        Sutler's  Cars  will  be  fuffered  to  attend 
each  Regiment. 

The  Carriages  of  the  General  Officers 
allowed  with,  or  near  the  Column  of 
the  Army : 

Lieut.  Generals,   i  Chaife,  i  Cars. 

Major  Generals,   i  Chaife,   i  Car. 

Brigadiers,  1  Chaife,   i  Car. 

The  Carriages  of  Head  Quarters  will 
be  exceedingly  limited  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

All  other  private  Carriages  whatever, 
will  be  confidered  as  belonging  to  the 
heavy  Baggage  of  the  Army,  will  be 
ordered  to  a  great  Diftance  in  the  Rear, 
and  if  at  any  Time  found  near  the 
Army  will  be  ordered  to  be  deflroyed. 

As  it  is  impoffible,  in  the  Service  that 
■  may  occur,  to  calculate  fontfil  Carriage 
or  Ufe  of  large  Tents,  or  other  Conve- 
niencies  which  Oilicers  are  generally  al- 
lowed, when  in  the  Field,  and  as  the 
Lofs  of  fuch  Baggage,  beiide  retarding 
the  Operations  of  the  Army,  would  pro- 
bably 
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bably  and  immediately  take  Place,  it  is  Carnages  and 
recommended  to  each  Officer  to  prepare   .aSS?£e? 
and  make  his  Arrangements  for  moving 
in  the  lighteft  Manner.     Should  it  be 
afterwards  found  that  more   Comfort 
can  be  allowed  to  Individuals,  confident 
with  the  Safety  of  the  Whole,  the  necef- 
fary  Steps  will  be  taken  for  thatPurpofe. 

The  perfonal  Baggage  of  each  Officer 
rnuft  be  contained  in  a  fmall  Portman- 
teau— one  fmall  Tent  is  all  that  the  Offi- 
cers of  each  Troop  or  Company  can  cal- 
culate upon.  A  Reduction  and  critical 
Infpeclion  of  what  every  Soldier  is  to 
carry,  as  his  Baggage,  mould  be  made 
in  Time  ;  and  every  Thing  fuperfluous 
deilined  to  be  lodged  with  the  heavy 
Baggage,  which  will  remain  in  the  pre- 
fect Quarters  of  the  Regiment,  till 
otherwife  ordered  to  be  difpofed  of. 

Two  Shirts,  a  Pair  of  Shoes,  one  I?air 
of  Leggins,  Combs  and  Brudies  in  his 
Pack  (and  a  Dragoon  what  is  neceifary 
for  the  Care  of  his  Horfe)  with  a  Blan- 
ket, 
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Carriages  and  ket,  are  all  a  Soldier  can  be  required  to 
Baggage.         carry. 

The  Blankets  of  the  Cavalry  will  be 
carried  under  the  Mens'  Saddles. 

The  Camp  Kettles  will  be  carried  by 
the  Men,  placed  on  the  upper  Part  of  the 
Soldier's  Pack  in  a -Bag,  and  never  loofe 
in  the  Hand. 

To  the  Object  of  reducing  and  carry- 
ing the  Baggage  abovementioned,  the 
commanding  Officers  of  Regiments  are 
defired  to  give  an  immediate  Attention, 
and  to  make  the  proper  Trials  of  load- 
ing and  moving,  which  alone  can  enable 
the  Regiments  to  march  properly,  when 
called  upon. 

The  heavy  Baggage  of  each  Regiment, 
including  every  Thing  not  mentioned 
above,  will  be  fcnt,  under  the  Efcort  of 
the  Convalefcents  and  infirm  Men  of 
each  Corps  ;  with  a  proper  Number  of 
Officers  and  non-commiffioned  Officers, 
to  fuch  Places  as  the  General  Officers 
commanding  Diilricls  (hall  appoint :  to 
thefe  Places  the  Women  and  Children 

will 
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will  alfo  be  fent. — The  Regiments  are 
to  march  with  fuch  Men  only,  as  are 
fit  for  active  Service.  No  Part  of  the 
heavy  Baggage  will  be  allowed  to  join 
the  Army,  but  by  public  Orders. 

In  order  to  accelerate  the  Anembling  Affembllng 
of  the  Army  on  fuch  Points  as  may  be  tlie  Army. 
ordered,  thofe  Corps  that  may  happen 
to  be  in  difperfed  Quarters  will  endea- 
vour to  collecl:  on  the  March,  and  every 
Regiment  will  fend  forward,  at  leafl 
one  Day,  in  it's  Front,  an  intelligent 
Officer  and  Serjeant  to  provide  Straw 
and  Proviiions  for  the  Men,  and  fecure 
proper  Ground  for  the  Regiment  to 
encamp  on. 

When  Cavalry  and  Infantry  meet  on 
their  March  in  the  fame  Town,  the 
Stabling  muft  be  invariably  given  up 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  former. 

The  Officers  who  have  Charge  of  the 
heavy  Baggage,  Sick,  Convalefcents, 
<kc.  are  to  confider  themfelves  and  their 
Parties  as  deftined,  in  Conjunction  with 
the  Magiftrates  and  the  DiHricl  Corps, 

to 
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.  to  give  Protection  to,  and  fecure  the 
internal  Quiet  of  the  Towns  they  may- 
be quartered  in. 
Tents.  The  Infantry  will  march  with  Tents, 

in  the  Proportion  of  one  to  fix  Men  for 
their  effective  Numbers,  the  Cavalry  at 
v  .    the  Rate  of  one  to  five  Men. 
Artillery.  Two  Battalion  Guns  with  one  Tum- 

bril will  be  attached  to  each  Regiment 
of  Infantry. 

Such  Artillery  as  remains  in  the  Park* 
will  be  limited  as  to  Number  of  Guns, 
Carriages,  &c.  according  to  the  Specifi- 
cation given  to  the  commanding  Officer 
of  Artillery. 
BatMen.  The  following  Number  of  Bat-Men 

v/ill  be  allowed  ; 

One  to  each  Field  Officer  and  Captain, 
One  to  two  Subalterns, 
One  to  the  Staff  Officers, 
with  a  trufty  orderly  Man  to  the  Sur- 
geon, whofe  only  Duty  will  be  to  carry 
the  Box  of  Inftruments,  with  which  he 
is  to  parade  whenever  the  Regiment  is 
ordered  to  march,  and  the  commanding 

Officer 
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Officer  is  to  be  refponfible  for  his  Pre- 
fence,  when  he  reports  the  Battalion  to 
the  General  commanding  the  Brigade : 
the  Box  of  Inftruments  to  conform  in 
every  Refpect  to  the  Army  Medical 
Regulations. 

One  Camp  Colour  Man  per  Troop 
and  Company,  with  a  Serjeant  and  Cor- 
poral from  each  Regiment  of  Cavalry 
and  Infantry  to  be  felected. 

Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
will  be  anfwerable  that,  under  no  Pre- 
tence whatever,  Officers  employ,  or 
withhold  from  their  Duty  as  Soldiers, 
more  than  the  before  limited  Number, 
but  that  every  other  Man  poflible  is  at 
all  Times  effective,  and  doing  Duty  in 
the  Ranks.  The  General  Officers  are 
required  to  make  the  ftricteft  Enquiry 
into  the  State  of  Regiments,  when  un- 
der Arms,  and  to  have  the  written  Re- 
turns made  to  them  fully  explained,  and 
accounted  for,  as  from  them  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  will  expect  every  In- 
formation of  the  effective  Strength  of 
C  Regiments^ 


Tools. 
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Regiments,  which  is  the  Teft  of  Atten- 
tion and  Care  in  the  Commanding 
Officer. 

Each  Battalion  will  give  a  non-com- 
miffioned  Officer  and  four  Men,  each 
Regiment  of  Cavalry  will  give  a  non- 
commiffioned  Officer  and  three  Men  as 
a  Guard  to  the  Baggage  Cars. 
Entrenching  Each  Reriment  of  Infantry  will  re- 
ceive  20  Pick-axes,  20  Spades,  20  Sho- 
vels, 40  Bill-hooks,  10  Axes,  amount- 
ing in  Weight  to  about 
Thefe  Tools  will  be  carried  on  the  Car 
allotted  for  that  Purpofe,  and  that  Car 
will  at  all  Times,  and  in  all  Situations, 
march  at  the  Head  of  the  Regiment. 

Each  Regiment  of  Cavalry  will  re- 
ceive 8  Pick-axes,  8  Spades,  8  Shovels, 
16  Bill-hooks,  8  Axes,  amounting  in 
Weight  to  about  .     Thefe 

Tools  will  be  carried  on  Horfeback,  and 
on  a  Horfe  with  Hampers  allotted  for 
that  Purpofe,  and  will  at  all  Times 
march  at  the  Head  of  the  Regiment. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Tools  are  meant  to  be  ready  at 
all  Times  for  making  the  Openings  fo 
neceffary  in  this  embarraffed  Country. 

To  each  Regiment  of  Cavalry  of  the  Forge  Carts. 
Line  two  Forge  Carts  will  be  attached, 
and  one  to  each  Fencible  Corps. 

Spare  Appointments  and  Arms  of  Spare  Ap- 
every  Kind  muft  of  Courfe  remain  with  Pointments> 
the  heavy  Baggage. 

The    Battalion    Guns    will    always  Battalion 
march  at  the  Head  of  the  Regiment,  Guns* 
which  ever  Flank  leads.     The  Tumbrils 
and  Cars  will  immediately  follow  the 
Troops  of  the  Column. 

The  Place  of  March  of  the  Artillery 
of  the  Park  and  Carriages  will  be  fpe- 
ciiied  in  the  Order  of  March. 

It  is  to  be  wimed  that  at  all  Times  Bread, 
each  Soldier  is  provided  with  four  Days 
Bread  in  his  Haverfack,  and  two  Days 
more  carried  in  the  Regimental  Car- 
riages ;  when  this  is  delivered  out,  thofe 
Carriages  under  the  Guard  of  a  Serjeant 
and  four  Men  per  Battalion,  and  a  Cor- 
poral and  two  Men  per  Regiment  of 
Cavalry,  will  be  fent  to  the  Baker  to  be 
C  2  again 
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again  loaded.  A  Perfon  fixed  and  fta- 
tioned  at  Head  Quarters,  will  be  ap- 
pointed to  give  Orders  to  the  Regiments 
relative  to  their  Bread,  and  the  Difpatch 
of  their  Carriages,  and  alfo  to  afcertain 
and  regulate  the  Foraging  of  the  Army. 
The  Bread  Carriages  will  feldom  make 
a  Part  of  the  Line  of  March  of  the 
Army ;  when  they  do,  their  Place  in 
the  Line  will  be  fpecified. 
Ammur;ition.  Each  Dragoon  will  carry  his  Cartouch 
Box  full  of  Ammunition.  The  Infantry 
will  march  with  29  Rounds  in  their 
Pouches  ;  the  remaining  3 1  Rounds  in 
the  Tin  Magazines  are  to  be  fecurely 
packed  in  Ammunition  Boxes,  which 
will  be  furnifhed  to  each  Regiment,  and 
carried  on  the  Ammunition  Cars. 
Forage.  The  Cavalry  will  always  carry  two 

Days  Corn  if  it  can  be  got,  and  Hay 
according  to  Circumftances. 
Order  of  When  a  Corps  moves  in  one   Co- 

March.  lUmn,  the  following  will,  in  general, 

be  the  Order  of  March,  if  not  other- 
wife  ordered,  and  excluiive  of  the  more 
particular  Van  or  Rear  Guards : 

ADVANCING, 


U      .*!       ] 


ADVANCING. 

Advanced  Guard,  con- 
fiding of  the  Picquets 
of  the  Infantry  and  Ca- 
va^, and  new  Grand 
Guard,  followed  by  the 
Camp  Colour  Men. 

Pioneers. 

i  Regt.  of  Lt.  Drag. 

Infantry. 

Cavalry. 

RegimentalTumbrils, 
and  Ammunition  Cars. 

Baggage  Cars  in  the 
Order  of  their  Regi- 
ments. 

Artillery  of  the  Park- 

Gen.  Officers'  Car- 
riages. 

Bread  Carriages. 

Cavalry  Forge  Carts? 
and  Ammunition  Cars. 

Sutlers'  Cars. 

Sick  Carriages. 

Squadron  of  Cavalry. 

Old  G  rand  Guard  and 
fmall  Out-Pofts  and  De- 
tachments which  will  be 
ordered  to  join  it,  will 
form  the  Rear  Guard. 


RETREATING. 

Advanced  Guard,  con- 
fiding of  the  new  grand 
Guard  for  Head  Quar- 
ters, one  Infantry  Pec- 
quet, Camp  Colour 
Men. 

Pioneers. 

Sick  Carriages. 

Sutlers'  Carriages. 

Cavalry  Forge  Carts, 
and  Ammunition  Cars. 

Bread  Carriages. 

Gen.  Officers'  Car- 
riages. 

Artillery  of  the  Park. 

Baggage  Cars  in  the 
Order  of  theirRegiments. 

Regimental  Tumbrils, 
and  Ammunition  Cars. 

Cavalry. 

Infantry. 

l  Squadron  of  Light 
Dragoons. 

Rear  Guard  confid- 
ing of  the  Infantry  and 
Cavalry  Picquets,  old 
Grand  Guard,  Qut-Pofts 
of  Cavalry  or  Infantry 
ordered  to  join. 

Two 
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Two  or  more  Pieces  of  Cannon  will 
always  march  with  the  advanced  Guard 
when  advancing,  and  with  the  Rear 
Guard  when  retiring. 
Camp  Colour  When  the  Tents  are  ordered  to  be 
{truck,  the  advanced  Guard  and  Camp 
Colour  Men  will  always  affemble  at  the 
Head  of  the  Regiment  of  Infantry  in 
advancing,  or  of  the  Cavalry  in  re- 
tiring, which  leads  the  Columns,  or  of 
fuch  Regiments  as  will  be  fpecified, 
when  marching  in  more  Columns  than 
one.  The  General  Officers  will  each 
fend  a  proper  Perfon  with  the  Camp 
Colour  Men,  to  take  PoiTeflion  of  Quar- 
ters when  they  can  be  marked. 

When  the  Army  marches  in  more 
than  one  Column,  the  Columns  will 
generally  be  compofed  of  both  Cavalry 
and  Infantry  ;  the  Particulars  of  ad- 
vanced and  rear  Guards  will  be  fpeci- 
fied ;  the  Generals  who  command  them 
will  be  named,  and  the  particular  Corps 
in  the  Manner  they  follow  in  each  Co- 
lumn, It  is  always  the  Buiinefs  of  Ge- 
neral 


Marcfi  in 
feveral  Co- 
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neral  Officers  leading  Columns,  to  take 
Care  that  every  Part  of  that  Column 
falls  properly  into  its  Place  of  March. 

When  the  Army  marches  from  its 
left,  every  Regiment  marches  from  its 
left ;  and  when  the  Army  marches  from 
its  right,  every  Regiment  inarches  from 
its  right. 

When  the  Army  retires,    the  Car-  Carriages. 
riages,    except  fuch   Artillery  ones  as 
are  fpecified,  will  in  general  be  ordered 
under  a  proper  Efcort,  to  precede  the 
March  of  the  Army. 

The  greateft  Attention  mull  be  given 
by  every  one,  whofe  immediate  Pro- 
vince it  is  that  all  Carriages  are  in  good 
Order,  and  none  overloaded.  If  they 
are  not  in  a  Condition  to  march  as 
quick  as  the  Troops  may  march,  they 
will  impede  every  Operation,  and  en- 
danger the  Safety  of  the  Army. 

When  the  Army  is  to  march,  the  Order  for 
particular    Detail    and   Difpofition    of  Marching. 
March  will  not  always  be  given  out  in 
public  Orders.     Should  the  only  No* 

tice 
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tice  given  be,  "  The  Army  will  march 
the  exactly  at 

o'Clock,"  an  Hour  before  the  Time 
fixed  for  the  March,  the  Tents  muft  be 
ftruck :  the  Regiments  will  then  form, 
and  the  Baggage  be  loaded,  and  ready 
in  the  Rear  of  each* 
Dlfpofition  of  Guides  will  be  fent  to  the  Head  of 
March.  the  Regiments  that  lead  Columns,  and 

a  fealed  Difpofition  of  March,  there  to 
be  opened  by  the  General,  or  oldeft 
Field  Officer  prefent ;  in  Confequence 
of  which,  by  him,  the  advanced  Guard 
will  be  ordered  to  form ;  the  Regi- 
ments and  Carriages  to  clofe  into  the 
leading  Regiments,  according  to  the 
Order  of  March  ;  and  when  the  Whole 
are  ready,  the  Column  or  Columns 
will  move  off  in  the  Manner  then  pre- 
fcribed,  and  at  the  appointed  Hour. 

In  general  a  Rendezvous  will  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  Baggage,  Cars  and  Car- 
riages, that  they  may  the  more  readily 
be  directed  into  the  Line  of  March. 

One 
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One  Subaltern  per  Brigade  will  attend 
the  Carriages. 

The  Aides  de  Camp  and  Majors  of  The  Hour. 
Brigade    will     always    regulate    their 
Watches  by  Head  Quarters,  that  Re- 
gularity of  Movement  in   the  Troops 
may  be  obferved. 

Commanding  Officers  of  Battalions,  Attentions  of 
Squadrons,  and  Brigades  of  Artillery,  Commanders. 
will  be  refponfible  that  they  are  formed, 
Tents  ftruck,  and  the  Baggage  loaded, 
in  Half  an  Hour  from  the  Time  that 
the  Signal  for  the  March  was  given 
them  ;  and  for  this  Purpofe  it  is  necef- 
fary  they  fhould  exercife  their  Men  to 
it  where  they  have  Opportunities. 

The  Commanding  Officers  will  pay  the  Attentions  on 
greateft  Attention  during  the  March, the  March. 
and  be  anfwerable  that  the  Battalions 
march  by  Subdiviiions,  and  the  Cavalry 
by  Subdivifions,  or  Ranks  by  threes  or 
twos  ;  if  the  Narrownefs  of  the  Route 
obliges  them  to  diminim.  this  Front, 
they  muft  be  ordered  to  double  up,  as 
foon  as  they  have  palled  it. 

D  Every 
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Every  Officer  will  remain  with  his 
Divifion,  and  never  quit  it  on  any  Ac- 
count. 

No  Soldier  to  be  permitted  to  leave 
his  Rank.  No  Horfes  or  Carriages  fuf- 
fered  to  interrupt  the  March  of  the  Co- 
lumn. The  Diftance  between  Divifions 
never  to  exceed  the  Front  of  Divifions. 

Commanding  Officers  of  Brigades 
will  take  Care  that  the  Battalions  and 
Squadrons  march  well  clofed,  and  at 
their  proper  ordered  Diftance.  They 
will  remain  with  the  Brigades,  and  punc- 
tually obferve  the  Order  of  March,  and 
the  Execution  of  every  Articleprefcribed. 
Carriages  if  If  a  Carriage  breaks,  it  muft  be  drawn 
difabled.  afide,  the  Road  cleared,  and  a  proper 
Efcort  left  with  it,  that  the  March  of 
the  Column  be  not  interrupted.  If  it 
can  be  repaired  in  Time,  it  will  follow ; 
if  not,  the  Loading  muft  be  divided 
among  the  neareft  Carriages,  who  are 
hereby  directed  to  give  this  reafonable 
Affiftance, 

The 


C    27   3 

The  Generals  who  lead  Columns  are  Attentions  of 
to  exact  Obedience,  in  theftricteft  Man-  Generals. 
ner,  that  they  may  carefully  begin  their 
March,  precisely  at  the  Hour  appointed; 
that  an  equal  Pace  is  kept,  and  fo  to  re- 
gulate it,  that  the  Troops,  at  moft,  may 
march  two  Iriih  Miles  in  an  Hour. 

The  Guides  ferve  only  to  fhew  the 
Way  for  the  Columns  ;  Pioneers  order- 
ed muft  make  the  necenary  Openings, 
and  repair  the  Roads  ;  but  the  Generals 
muft  not  truft  to  thofe  Precautions ; 
they  muft  gain  the  moft  exact  Know- 
ledge of  the  Route  they  are  to  march, 
and  themfelves  reflect  on  the  moft  pro- 
per Means  to  avoid  all  Difficulties  that 
may  embarrafs  the  March. 

Though  Troops  do  not  always  march  Neceffity  of 
in  Prefence  of  an  Enemy,  it  is,  never-  Precifion  m 

i    1   r         c    •    r    •        r^      /  i_    .the  March. 

thelets,  or  infinite  Coniequence,  that 
they  fhould  always  confider  themfelves 
as  if  in  that  Situation.  Equal  and  well- 
ordered  Marches  contribute  not  only  to 
the  Prefer vation  of  the  Army,  but  ac- 
D  2  cuftom 
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cuflom  the  Troops  at  all  Times  to  be 
ready  to  attack  or  repulfe  the  Enemy. 
Repairing  It  is  always  Time  well  employed  to 

Roads,  halt  the  Head  of  a  Column,  and  en- 

large  an  Opening,  or  repair  a  bad  Step 
in  the  Road,  rather  than  to  diminifh 
the  Front,  and  lengthen  out  the  Line 
of  March. 

No  Individual  is  ever  to  prefume  to 
march  on  a  lefs  Front  than  what  the 
Leader  of  a  Column  directs,  and  all 
Doublings,  therefore,  muft  come  fr@m 
the  Head  only ;  the  proper  Clofenefs  of 
the  March,  on  all  Occafions,  is  a  Point 
of  the  higheft  Confequence ;  and  it  is 
a  moil  meritorious  Service  in  any  Offi- 
cer to  prevent  all  unneceffaay  Doub- 
lings, or  to  correct  them  as  foon  as 
made ;  and  on  all  Occafions  whatever, 
wThen  in  Columns,  to  march  on  the 
greateft  Front  the  Roads  or  Overtures 
will  allow,  although  the  Regiments  or 
Divifions  before  them  may  be  marching 
on  a  narrower  Front. 

The 


C    29   ] 

The  Carriages  muft  be  obliged  to 
march  two  a-breaft  when  the  Roads 
will  allow,  and  to  be  as  connected,  and 
take  up  as  little  Space  as  poffible.  In 
ihort,  it  mould  be  the  Study  and  At- 
tention of  every  one,  to  contract  the 
Line  of  March  as  much  as  poflibie  ;  for, 
notwithftanding  every  Exertion,  it  will 
be  much  too  extended. 

Whenever  the  Baggage  is  ordered  to 
be  fent  away,  all  Carriages  whatever  are 
comprehended,  except  fuch  as  are  parti- 
cularly fpecified. 

The  Inftant  that  a  Regiment  comes  to  Openings  of 
its  Ground,  it  mull  make  Openings  of  Communica- 
Communication  both  to  its  Front  and 
Flanks. 

The  Line  of  Carriages  muft  at  no  Difabled  Car. 
Time  Hop,  whatever  Accident  may  hap-  r%e*. 
pen  to  any  individual  one  ;  but  fuch 
Carriage  muft  inftantlybe  drawn  on  one 
Side,  and  repaired,  if  poflibie,  while  the 
Reft  proceed.  The  Officers  commanding 
the  feveral  Divifions  of  Carriages  will 
be  anfwerable  for  the  ftricl:  Obfervance 

of 
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of  this  Article,  a  Failure  of  which  might 
flop  and  endanger  the  whole  Army. 
Encampment.  Whenever  the  Regiments  encamp,  or 
take  up  any  extended  Pofition  in  Front, 
it  will  always  be  the  Bulinefs  of  Com- 
manding Officers  to  find  out,  and  to 
make  the  moft  convenient  PaiTages  to 
the  great  Routes  by  which  the  Column 
is  afterwards  to  march.  And  on  many 
Occafions,  where  there  will  not  be  Time 
to  open  and  occupy  an  extenfive  Front, 
the  Army  will  encamp  parallel  to,  and 
along  the  great  Route,  covered  by  an 
advanced  Corps  on  the  Flank  next  the 
Enemy. 

Attention  in        At   all  Times   when    Commanding 
Movement.       0fficers  fee  that  there  are  }ikejy  tQ  be 

Impediments,  from  the  Nature  of  the 
Ground,  to  the  Movements  or  March 
of  their  Regiments,  they  ihould  always 
detach  Officers  in  Advance,  to  reconnoi- 
tre and  point  out  the  Means  and  Paf- 
fages  by  which  fuch  Obilacles  are  to  be 
avoided ;  and  at  no  Time  are  fuch 
Helps  fo  necefTary,  as  when  Regiments 
are  acting  in  Line  in  broken  Ground, 

and 


C    31   1 

and  when  their  Movements  are  combin- 
ed with  thofe  of  others. 

Whenever   the    Army   moves,    the  Majors  of 
Majors  of  Brigade  are  to  take  particular      ga  e" 
Care,  that  all  advanced  and  detached 
Pofts  are  called  in  at  the  proper  Times, 
to  their  Places  in  the  Column  of  March. 

The  Men  on  advanced  Guards  and 
out-lying  Picquets,  to  take  their  Provi- 
fion  with  them,  ready  cooked  :  the  Of- 
ficers parading  the  Men  for  thefe  Duties 
muft  examine  their  Haverfacks,  and  fee 
that  this  Order  be  complied  with. 

The  Officers  on  advanced  Guards  and 
outlying  Picquets,  are  never  to  allow 
their  Men  to  unpack  their  Blankets. 
One  third  of  their  Guards  mould  fit 
with  their  Arms  in  their  Hands  during 
the  Night. 

All  Guards  and  outlying  Picquets  to 
mount  with  their  Packs. 

The  Officers  of  Companies  are  daily 
to  examine  into  the  State  of  their  Mens' 
Ammunition. 

The  greateft  Attention  muft  be  paid 
by  the  Officers  to  the  Mens'  Cooking  ; 

when 
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when  the  Situation  of  Regiments  will 
admit,  foraging  Parties  will  conftantly 
go  out. 

When  Parties  go  for  Water,  or  to 
wafh,  a  non-commiffioned  Officer  per 
Company  muft  attend.  If  diftan  t,  or  to 
forage,  one  Officer  will  have  Charge  of 
the  Whole. 

On  a  Battalion  coming  to  its  Ground, 
the  quarter  and  rear  Guards  are  firft  to 
be  formed  ;  advancedPicquets,  if  necef- 
fary,  fent  out ;  the  Tents  are  then  to  be 
pitched.  Officers  muft  remain  with  their 
Companies  until  theSoldiers  are  covered. 

All  Servants  to  mount  Guard  with 
their  Mailers,  and  do  the  Duty  of  that 
Guard. 

No  Soldiers  to  go  from  Camp  or 
Quarters  but  by  Pafs. 

One  Officer  per  Company  to  be  con- 
ftantly in  Camp. 

Each  Regiment  will  have  a  Captain 
of  the  Day,  who  will  have  the  Rolls 
called  at  uncertain  Hours,  and  receive 
all  Reports. 
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ADDENDA 


TO    THE 


STANDING  ORDERS 


OF    THE 


12th    APRIL,    1797. 


1  HE  Attention  of  Commanding  Offi- 
cers of  Regiments  is  particularly  called 
to  Page  15  of  the  foregoing  Inftruc- 
tions,  which  directs  them  to  fend  for- 
ward, at  lead  one  Day,  in  Front  of  their 
Regiment,  an  intelligent  Officer  and 
Serjeant,  to  fecure  Ground  for  encamp- 
ing on,  and  to  procure  the  other  Requi- 
E  fites 
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fites  for  the  Subfiftence  and  Accommo- 
dation of  the  Soldiers. 

By  thefe  Means  the  Inhabitants,  not 
being  called  on  to  provide  the  Troops 
with  Lodging  andFiring  in  their  Houfes, 
cannot  object,  to  furnifhing  Straw  and 
Fuel,  which  the  Civil  Magiftrates  muft 
order  them  to  fupply,  and  the  Officer 
will  fee  brought  to  the  Field  fixed  on 
for  pitching  their  Tents,  before  the  Ar- 
rival of  the  Regiment.  Commanding 
Officers  of  Corps  muft  be  very  attentive 
not  to  fufFer  any  Wafte  of  Straw  and 
Fuel,  nor  muft  they  require  more  than 
the  Quantity  their  Numbers  would  en- 
title them  to  if  drawing  from  the  Com- 
miffary  General's  Magazines. 

From  the  Number  of  Troops  that 
will  be  on  the  March,  all  pointing  to 
the  Place  of  Rendezvous  for  the  Army, 
the  ufual  Markets  of  the  Towns  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  fupply  a  Sufficiency  of 
Meat  and  Bread  for  the  Subfiftence  of 
the  Soldiers,  unlefs  it  be  previoufly  be- 
fpoke  j  it  will  therefore  be  requifite  that 

the 
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the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
mould  detach  proper  Perfons  in  Front, 
fufficiently  advanced  to  have  thofe  effen- 
tial  Articles  provided  in  Time. 

And  as  every  Regiment  is  ordered  to 
march  from  its  Quarters  with  the  Num- 
ber of  Cars  allotted  for  its  Ufe  in  the 
Field,  it  is  recommended  that  one  Day's 
Bread,  at  leaft,  mould  always  be  carried 
on  the  Bread  Cars. 

As  Regiments  approach  the  Depots 
where  Bread  Baikets  may  be  lodged? 
they  will  receive  from  the  Commif- 
fary  General's  Stores  the  Proportion 
allotted  for  them,  for  which  they  will 
give  Receipts.  Thofe  Corps  that  do  not 
receive  them  on  the  March,  will  be  fup- 
plied  with  them  on  their  Arrival  at  the 
Place  appointed  for  the  AfTembly  of  the 
Army. 

To  Troops  accuftomed  to  Service  in 
the  Field  thofe  Details  might  be  unne- 
ceffary ;  but  in  a  Country  hitherto  hap- 
pily exempted  from  being  made  the  Seat 
of  War,  and  with  an  Army  inexpe- 
E  2  rienced 
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rienced  in  active  Service,  too  many  Pre- 
cautions cannot  be  adopted  to  leflen  the 
Confufion  and  EmbarrafTment  incident 
to  fiich  a  Situation  ;  nor  can  it  be  too 
ftrongly  imprelTed  on  the  Minds  of  the 
Commanding  Officers  of  Corps,  and  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Army  in  general,  how 
much  the  Eafe,  Comfort  and  Health  of 
the  Soldier  will  depend  on  their  Fore- 
fight  and  unceafmg  Attention  to  the 
minute  Parts  of  their  Details.     ' 

It  may  therefore  be  neceffary  to  ap- 
prife  the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regi- 
ments, that  whenever  the  Army  is  af- 
fembled  to  oppofe  the  Enemy,  Regi- 
ments, as  they  join,  will  be  fupplied  from 
the  Magazines,  by  the  CommhTary  Ge- 
neral, with  Bread,  Straw,  Fuel  and  For 
rage,  agreeable  to  the  printed  Regula- 
tions for  Camps  ;  but  that  the  providing 
their  Regiments  with  Meat  muft  depend 
on  themfelves  :  In  a  Country  abounding 
with  Cattle,  like  Ireland^  no  Want  can  be 
experi  need  if  Officers  are  but  com- 
monly provident.  Farmers  in  the  Vici- 
nity 
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nity  of  the  Camp  will  always  be  ready 
to  difpofe  of  their  Stock  ;  and  the  Gra- 
ziers and  Dealers  in  Cattle  will  be  en- 
couraged to  bring  Supplies  to  the  Rear 
of  the  Army,  if  they  are  regularly  paid. 

But  fhould  the  Nature  of  the  Service 
in  which  we  may  be  engaged  render  it  ne- 
ceffary,  at  any  Time,  for  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  order  faked  Proviilons  and 
Bifcuit  to  be  hTued  to  a  particular  Corps, 
or  to  the  Army  in  general,  the  Ration 
is  to  confift  of  ten  Ounces  of  Fork, 
and  a  Pound  and  a  Half  of  Bifcuit.  For 
the  Ration  of  Pork  three-pence  will  be 
charged,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Regi- 
ment, in  the  fame  Manner,  and  at  the 
fame  Times,  as  they  are  ordered  to  fettle 
for  their  Bread. 

In  the  Forts  or  Places  where  it  may 
be  convenient  to  hTue  faked  Beef  inflead 
of  Pork,  one  Pound  of  Beef  is  to  be 
confidered  equivalent  to  ten  Ounces  of 
Pork;  and  to  avoid  Confufion  in  the 
Accounts^   the  fame  Stoppage  is  to  be 

made 
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made  for  the  Ration  of  Beef  as  has  been 
directed  for  the  Ration  of  Pork. 

Should  the  Commander  in  Chief,  at 
any  Time,  think  it  neceffary  to  direct  an 
iflue  of  Spirits  to  be  made  to  the  Troops, 
the  Proportion  will  be  one  Quart  to 
every  eight  Men. 

GEORGE  HEWETT, 

Adjutant  General. 


n  1  s. 


INSTRUCTIONS 


RELATIVE    TO    THE 


BAGGAGE    AND    MARCHES 


O  P 


THE  ARMY. 
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Horse  Guards,         Jprll,  1798. 

JlTIS  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  confidering  the  Poflibility  of  the  Army's 
being  fuddenly  called  into  the  Field,  and  em- 
ployed on  acYive  Service,  has  thought  proper  to 
order  the  following  InftrucYions  to  be  publifhed, 
and  communicated  to  every  Individual  as  far  as 
each  is  concerned  :  a  fufficient  Number  of  Copies 
having  accordingly  been  printed  and  diftributed, 
all  Generals  and  Commanding  Officers  of  Regi- 
ments and  of  Corps  are  to  take  Care  that  the 
Particulars  therein  dated  are  univerfally  known, 
and  obferved  by  the  Troops  under  their  Com- 
mand. 

By  Command  of  His  Royal  Highnefs 

The  COMMANDER  in  CHIEF. 

WILLIAM  FAWCETT, 
Adjutant  General. 


April,  1798, 
INSTRUCTIONS 


RELATIVE    TO 


THE  BAGGAGE  AND  MARCHES 


OF 


THE  ARMY. 


X  HE  Service  on  which  it  is  probable  Nature  of 
the  Troops  may  be  called,  will  be  of  Servi^e  that 

r  J  may  be  re- 

fuch  a   Nature  while  it  lafls,  that  con-  quired, 
iiftent  with   the  Safety  and   Operations 
of  the  Army,  the  ufual  Convenience  of 
the    Field   cannot   be   allowed   or   ex- 
pected. 

From  the  unremitting  Zeal  and  Ar- 
dour of  the  Troops,  every  Succefs  may 

be 
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Nature  of  be  expected — but  to  infure  it,  every  un- 
neceflary  Embarraflment  of  Baggage 
rauft  be  removed,  to  enable  us  to  act 
with  Advantage  and  Activity. 

With  the  View  of  preventing  the 
Progrefs  of  the  Enemy,  who  without 
Tents  or  Baggage,  unfupported  by  Ca- 
valry, and  with  a  very  limited  Quantity 
of  Artillery,  may  attempt  to  penetrate 
into  the  Country,  who  mud  neceffarily 
depend  for  the  Succefs  of  his  hazardous 
Enterprize  on  extraordinary  Exertion, 
and  Promptitude  of  Action,  it  will  be 
our  Object,  inftead  of  keeping  all  our 
Force  collected  to  oppofe  him  in  Front, 
to  allot  a  Part  only  for  that  Purpofe ; 
and  by  throwing  the  Reft  in  different 
Bodies  on  his  Flanks,  and  even  in  his 
Rear  as  he  advances,  to  circumfcribe 
his  Movements,  and  by  unremitting  At- 
tacks to  make  his  Progrefs  flow  and  un- 
eafy.  This  will  not  be  difficult  to  at- 
tain, fhould  his  March  be  confined  to 
the  great  Roads  of  the  Country,  from 

the 
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the  Extenfion  of  his  Columns,  «w*as  Nature  of 
an  Attack  on  any  one  Point  muft  necef- 
farily  interrupt  the  whole  of  his  Opera- 
tions :  Should  he  endeavour  to  open  pa- 
rallel Routes,  and  to  march  in  feveral 
connected  Columns,  it  muft  be  our  Bu- 
fmefs  to  defeat  his  Object,  which,  even 
if  he  fhould  accomplish  it,  would  occafion 
to  him  much  Delay,  in  Point  of  Time,  and 
give  us  great  Advantage  in  afTembling 
and  encreafmg  our  Numbers. 

In  oppoiing  the  Enemy  in  this  Manner 
every  thing  will  depend  on  the  Alertnefs 
of  the  Troops :  on  the  Lightnefs  of  their 
Equipment,  and  their  being  free  from 
every  Incumbrance  of  Baggage  and 
Carriages  ;  and  even  the  Artillery  em- 
ployed, fhould  neither  be  numerous  or 
heavy.  The  Army  muft  confider  itfelf 
in  the  Situation  of  an  advanced  or  rear 
Guard,  always  within  Sight  or  within 
Reach  of  the  Enemy ;  ready  to  advance, 
to  fall  back,  or  change  their  Pofition,  as 

Cir- 
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Nature  of      CiWWnftances  may  require,  at  a  Mo- 
Service.         ment,s  Notice> 

Thus  prepared,  nothing  will  appear 
impoflible  to  the  Valour  and  Activity  of 
Britifh  Troops :  their  Movements  being 
always  fecure,  they  may  riik  every  Thing 
with  Impunity — and  each  Attempt,  even 
when  unfuccefsful,  will  tend  to  harrafs 
and  diftrefs  the  Enemy,  and  haften  the 
Moment  of  his  final  Deftru&ion.  Every 
Encouragement  will  be  held  out  to  the 
Bold  and  Enterprizing,  and  in  whatever 
Rank  they  are  found,  they  will  meet 
with  Rewards  fuitable  to  the  Services 
they  perform. 

While  engaged  in  this  Species  of  War, 
the  Troops  muft  not  expect  to  encamp, 
except  when  in  a  Position,  which  is  to 
be  defended,  or  when  it  is  evident  that 
the  Enemy  muft,  from  Neceflity,  re- 
main in  fome  particular  fixt  Situation. 
For  this  State  of  Aclion  we  muft  al- 
ways be  prepared,  and  though,  while  it 

lafts 
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Ms,  exceedingly  fevere  for  the  Troops,  Nature  of 
it  muft  prove  infinitely  more  diftreffing 
for  the  Enemy,  as  his  Difficulty  muft 
encreafe  the  further  he  advances  into 
the  Country  :  Whenever  he  is  obliged 
to  eftablifh  a  Chain  of  Polls,  to  keep 
up  his  Communication  with  the  Point 
from  which  he  originally  departed,  fuch 
Pods  will  certainly  be  forced  and  cut 
off,  and  he  will  thereby  be  reduced  to 
the  greatefl  Extremity,  while  the  Coun- 
try open  to  our  Rear  will  afford  us  every 
Help  and  Afliftance. 

It  cannot  be  too  ftrongly  impreffed 
upon  the  Minds  of  every  Officer  and  Sol- 
dier; that  mould  a  retrograde  Move- 
ment be  adopted  in  the  firft  Inftance,  it 
will  be  made  merely  with  a  View  of  af- 
fembling  greater  Numbers,  and  will  be 
executed  with  the  raoft  perfect  Secu- 
rity. 

Protected  as  our  Infantry  will  always 

be  by  an  excellent  Cavalry  and  Artillery, 

they  can  have  nothing  to  dread  in  falling 

back   before   an   Enemy,   who   has  no 

B  Means 
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Nature  of     Means  of  prefling  upon  them*  at  the 

Service.  •  '.-._ 

Diftance  of  half  a  Mile  from  him,  they 

will  feel  themfelves  in  perfect  Security. 

They  will  keep  him  therefore  conftantly 

in  view,  difputing  every  favourable  Poft, 

retarding  his  March  by  every  poffible 

Means,  till  they  reach  the  Point  at  which 

the  united  Strength  of  the  Country  will 

be  aflembled. 

From  that  Moment,  all  Ideas  of  far- 
ther Retreat  will  be  laid  aiide — Full 
Scope  will  be  given  to  the  Native  Va- 
lour and  Energy  of  Britons,  and  to  the 
Exertion  of  thofe  Efforts  which  may  be 
expected  from  brave  Men,  fighting  in 
Defence  of  every  Thing  that  is  dear  to 
them.  They  will  be  inftru&ed  to  truft 
to  their  Bayonets,  the  National  Weapon, 
which  in  their  Hands  has  ever  been  ir- 
refiftable.  Their  Attacks  will  be  furious 
and  incelfant,  and  the  final  Deftru&ion 
of  the  Enemy  will  become  the  more  cer- 
from  having  been  poftponed. 

The  Situation  in  which  the  Cavalry 
will  be   placed,    is  the  moft  favorable 

and 
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and  decifive  that  can  be  imagined,  and  Nature  of 
gives  Opportunity  for  the  mod  brilliant 
Achievements.  Unoppofed  as  they  will 
be  by  a  fimiiar  Arm,  no  Bounds  can  be 
fet  to  their  Bcldnefs  of  Enterprize,  and 
Impetuofity  of  Attack. 

It  will  be  more  particularly  their  Duty 
to  throw  themfelves  on  the  Enemy's 
Line  of  Communication  ;  to  carry  off 
every  Detachment  he  may  attempt  to 
make ;  to  harrafs  him  by  continual 
Alarms ;  and  to  give  effectual  Confidence 
and  Security  to  the  Enterprizes  of  the 
Infantry.  The  decided  Superiority 
which  muft  refult,  from  the  mutual  Co- 
operation of  Artillery,  Cavalry,  and  In- 
fantry, cannot  be  too  fully  explained  and 
inculcated. 

In  the  Day  of  Action,  the  Cavalry 
will  be  called  upon  to  act  rather  in  fmall 
Bodies,  than  in  extended  Lines.  Some 
of  thefe  polled  behind  the  Infantry,  will 
be  ready  to  feize  the  favourable  Moment, 
when  the  Artillery  and  Mufquetry  have 
taken  Effect,  and  will  pufh  the  Advan- 
B  2  tage 
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Nature  of  tage  to  the  utmoPu  Others  throwing 
Service.  themfelves  on  the  Flanks  and  Rear  of 
the  Enemy,  furrounding  him  on  every 
Side,  cannot  fail  to  find  advantageous 
Opportunities  for  Aftion,  and  they  will 
not  hefitate  to  break  through  an  unpro- 
tected Infantry,  whofe  loofe  and  incom- 
pact Formation  renders  them  totally  in- 
capahle  of  refilling  a  vigorous  and  de- 
termined Charge, 

Regulations  Thefe  Circumfiances  are  thus  pub- 
limed  to  the  Army,  that  every  Officer 
and  Soldier  may  be  fully  aware  of  the 
Nature  of  the  Service,  in  which  they 
are  likely  to  be  engaged — may  be  tho- 
roughly fatisfied  of  the  Propriety  and 
Neceffity  of  the  Regulations  eftablifhed — 
may  be  deeply  imprefled  with  the  Im- 
portance of  the  Duties  they  are  called 
upon  to  perform — and  may  be  perfectly 
convinced,  that  in  exerting  themfelves 
with  Energy  and  Vigour,  they  poflefs 
fuch  manifefl:  Advantages  as  muft  en- 
fure  the   Defeat  of  thofe  mercilefs  and 

implacable 
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implacable  Invaders,  who  avowedly  aim 
at  the  Deftru&ion  of  our  Liberties,  our 
Conftitution,  our  Properties,  our  Re- 
ligion, and  our  very  Exiitence  as  a  Na- 
tion of  Freemen. 

The   Carriages   allowed,    if   Circum-  Carriages 

fiances   will  permit,   to  each  Regiment  an  Ba2gaSe- 

of   Infantry,    of   10  Companies,    at   80 

Men  each,  are 

fEach    to   carry  3 

carriages  D  ft^d    for 

Bread  Waggons    ^         J 

400  Men  or  2400 

Weight. 


1  Ammunition  do 


■{ 


2  Battalion  Guns       C 


1  Waggon 

1  Cart  with    en-      f 
trenching  Tools    1 

2  Sutler's  Carts         ^ 

1  Waggon  for  Sick ; 
or  more  as  may 
be  permitted 


;s 


The 
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Carriages  The  Carriages  allowed  to  be  with  each 

and  Baggage.  Regiment  of   Cavalry,  of  8  Troops  of 

75  each. 


Carriages 


fEach 
Day' 


to   carry   4 


Day's  Bread  for 
400  Men  or  2400 
Weight. 


Bread  Waggons 


1  Ammunition  Cart 


1  Sutlers'  Carts 


2  Forge  Carts 


1  Carriage  for  Sick 


Regiments  on  lower  Eftablifliments  to 
be  allowed  Carriages  in  proportion  to 
their  effective  Strength. 


The 


[     '5     ] 

The  Carriages  of  the  General  Officers  Carriages 
allowed  with,  or  near  the  Column  of  the  ™d  Baggage. 
Army. 

Ci  Chaife. 
Lieut.  Generals        <     c 

Chaife  or 
Cart. 


Major  Generals        S 


The  Carriages  of  Head  Quarters  will 
be  exceedingly  limited  by  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

All  other  private  Carriages  whatever 
muft  be  confidered  as  belonging  to  the 
heavy  Baggage  of  the  Army,  will  be  or- 
dered to  a  great  Diftance  in  the  Rear, 
and  if  at  any  Time  found  near  the  Army 
will  be  ordered  to  be  deftroyed  by  the 
Baggage  Mailer  General. 

All  Baggage  therefore,  whether  Tents, 
Blankets,  or  NecefTaries  for  the  Officers, 
is  to  be  carried  on  Bat-horfes. 


The  Number  of  Horfes  which  Officers  Number  of 

.  Hones  to  be 

of  each  Rank  may  have  in  common  Si-  allowed. 

tuations 
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Number  of    tuations  in  the  Field,  is  fpecified  by  Re- 

Horfes  to  be        .     .  _>  ...  ^,,      .       , 

allowed.         gulation.     J3ut  as  it  is  lmpoiiible  in  the 

Service  that  may  occur,  to  calculate  for 
the  Carriage  or  Ufe  of  Tents,  or  other 
Convenience  which  Officers  are  gene- 
rally allowed  when  in  the  Field,  it  is 
recommended  to  each  Officer  to  prepare 
and  make  his  Arrangements  for  moving 
in  the  lighted  Manner.  Should  it  be 
afterwards  found  that  more  Accommo- 
dation can  be  allowed  to  Individuals  con- 
fident with  the  great  Object  of  the  Cam- 
paign, the  neceffary  Steps  will  be  taken 
for  that  Purpofe. 

Officers  Bag-        The  Perfonal  Baggage  of  each  °fficer 
gage.  mud  be  contained  in  a  fmall  Portman- 

teau. One  fmall  Tent  is  all  that  the  Offi- 
cers of  each  Company  or  Troop  can  cal* 
culate  upon.  To  carry  this  Tent,  Pro- 
vifions,  2  or  3  Days  Corn,  and  other 
necelfary  Articles,  one  Bat-Horfe  per 
Troop  or  Company  will  be  fufficient. 


The 
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The  Bat-Horfes  of  each  Battalion  of  Bat-Horfes. 
Infantry  of  10   Companies    will    there- 
fore be 

'For  the  Tents,  Poles  and 

Companies     Kettles  of  the  Regiment  20 

at  80  or  -{  For  the  Company  Officers  10 

100  Field  Officers  and  Staff      4 

LSurgeon's  Cheft  1 

Regiments  on  a  lower  Eftablifhment, 

allowed  Bat-Horfes  in  proportion. 


Troops 
at  75 


i 


The  Bat-Horfes  of  each  Regiment  of 
Cavalry  of  8  Troops  will  therefore  be 
'  For  the  Tents,  Poles,  and 
Kettles  of  the  Regiment  16 
For  the  Troop  Officers      8 
Field  Officers  and  Staff      4 
Entrenching  Tools  1 

Surgeon's  Cheft  1 

And  in  proportion  for  Regiments  on  a 
lower  Eftablifhment. 

The  Infantry  will  carry  Tents  at  the  Number  of 

Tents. 
Rate  of  one  for  20  Men,  and  the  Ca- 
valry one  for  16  Men.     The  neceffary 
out-lying  Guards  and  Detachments,  and 
C  the 
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Carriage  of 
Camp  Ne- 
ceflaries. 


the  Readinefs  of  hutting  and  other  Cover 
that  a  woody  Country  affords,  will  ren- 
der this  Number  fufficient.  The  Troop 
and  Company  Bat-Horfes,  will  carry  the 
Tents,  Poles  and  Pins.  As  the  Cavalry 
are  provided  with  Cloaks,  and  the  In- 
fantry will  be  immediately  furnifhed  with 
Great  Coats,  Blankets  will  be  unnecef- 
fary  during  this  extraordinary  Service. 

The  Picket  Ropes  of  the  Cavalry  will 
be  carried  on  the  Bat-Horfes.  A  Bill- 
Hook  for  every  five  Men,  is  fubftituted 
for  the  Hatchet,  as  a  better  Implement, 
and  is  to  be  carried  by  the  Men.  The 
Camp  Kettles  will  be  carried  by  the  Men, 
if  the  Horfes  before  fpecified  are  not 
fufficient  for  that  Purpolc. 


Soldiers  Bag- 


An  exacl  and  general  Regulation  of  what 
every  Soldier  mould  carry  as  his  Baggage, 
fhould  be  made  in  Time,  and  every 
Thing  fuperfluous  muft  be  lodged  with 
the  heavy  Baggage,  which  will  remain 
in  the  Quarters  from  which  the  Regi- 
ment marches.      One  Shirt,  a  pair  of 

Skoes 
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Shoes  and  Stockings,  Combs,  Brufhes,  Soldiers  Bag- 
(and  for  an  Horfeman  what  is  neceflary  sa§e* 
for  the   Care  of  his  Horfe)  is  all  a  Sol- 
dier fhould  incumber  himfelf  with. 

Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
are  directed  to  give  a  particular  Atten- 
tion to  the  required  Reduction  of  Bag.- 
gage,  and  by  repeated  Trials  of  loading 
the  Portion  which  is  allowed  to  be  car- 
ried, to  accuftom  the  Troops  to  that 
Practice,  and  by  that  Means,  prepare 
them  to  move  without  Difficulty,  or  Em- 
barraffment,  on  the  fhorteft  Notice, 

The  Heavy  Baggage  of  the  Army  Heavy  Bag- 
including  every  Thing  not  mentioned  &age* 
above,  together  with  the  Women  and 
Children,  under  a  proper  Efcort,  will  be 
ordered  to  fome  Place  of  Security.-— 
Women  per  Company  will  be  allowed  to 
remain  with  the  Army.  Each  Regiment 
of  Infantry  will  be  allowed  to  fend  a 
Serjeant  and  6  Men,  and  each  Regiment 
of  Cavalry  i  Corporal  and  4  difmounted 
Men  as  a  Guard;  fuch  Men  rauft  be 
C2  the 
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the  lead  fit  for  marching  Duties.  Pro- 
per Officers  will  be  ordered  to  command 
the  whole,  and  no  part  of  this  Baggage 
will  be  allowed  to  join  the  Army  but  by 
Public  Orders.  If  at  any  time  Car- 
riages not  allowed  in  this  Regulation 
mould  be  found  in  the  Army,  they  will 
be  conducted  to  Head  Quarters,  and 
there  deftroyed,  or  confifcated  to  the 
Advantage  of  thofe  who  make  the  Dif- 
covery. 
Artillery.  Two  Battalion  Guns,  with  one  Wag- 

gon will  be  attached  to  each  Regiment 
of  Infantry.  One  Bat-Horfe  will  be 
allowed  for  the  Artillery  Detachment,  if 
found  requifite. 

It  is  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief's  moft  pofitive  Order, 
(for  a  ftridt  Compliance  with  which, 
Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments  will 
be  held  refponiible)  that  the  Carriages 
and  Limbers  of  the  Field  Pieces  attached 
to  Regiments,  are  on  no  account  encum- 
bered with  fpare  Arms,  or  Baggage  of 
any  kind,  much  lefs  mufl  any  Perfon  of 

any 
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any  Defcription  be  permitted  to  ride  on 
them. 

The  Batmen  allowed,  are  two  for  Bat-Men. 
each  Company  and  Troop,  alfo  two  for 
the  Surgeon  and  Staff  of  each  Regiment. 
Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments  will 
be  anfwerable  that  under  no  pretence 
whatever  Officers  employ,  or  with-hold 
from  their  duty  as  Soldiers,  more  than 
the  before  limited  Number,  but  that 
every  other  Man  poffible  is  at  all  times 
effe&ive  and  doing  duty  in  the  Ranks. 
The  General  Officers  are  required  to 
make  the  ftricteft  Enquiry  into  the  (late 
of  Regiments,  when  under  Arms,  and  to 
have  the  written  Returns  made  to  them 
fully  explained  and  accounted  for,  as 
from  them  the  Commander  in  Chief  will 
expect  every  Information  of  the  effective 
Strength  of  Regiments,  which  is  the 
Teft  of  Attention  and  Care  in  the  Com- 
manding Officers. 

Each  Battalion  will  give  a  non-com- 
miflioned  Officer  and  4  Men,  each  Re- 
giment of  Cavalry  will  give  a  non-com- 

miffioned 
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mifiioned  Officer  and  3  Men,  as  a  Guard 
to  their  Bat  Horfes. 
Detached  The  following  Number  of  Men  on 

the  feveral  aftermentioned  Duties  of  the 
Regiment  will  never  exceed 

Infantry,    Cavalry* 

Non  torn.  Men.  Non  com.  Men* 


Camp  Colour-men 

2 

10 

2 

8 

Bat  Horfe  Guard 

1 

4 

1 

3 

Bread  Carnage  Guard 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Heavy  Baggage 

1 

6 

1 

4 

Regimental  Carriages 

1 

4 

1 

3 

Allowed  Bat  Men 

0 

22 

0 

18 

6 

52 

6 

48 

Entrenching       Each  Regiment  of  Infantry  will  receive 
Tools.  20  pick_axeSj    20  Spades,  20  Shovels, 

40  Bill-hooks,  10  Axes,  amounting  in 
weight  to  about  Thefe  Tools 

will  be  carried  in  the  Cart  allotted  for 
that  Purpofe,  and  that  Cart  will  at  all 
Times,  and  in  all  Situations  march  at 
the  Head  of  the  Regiment. 

Each 
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Each  Regiment  of  Cavalry  will  receive  Entrenching 
8  Pick-axes,  8   Spades,  8  Shovels,  16 
Bill-hooks,  8  Axes,  amounting  in  weight 
to  about  Thefe  Tools  will  be 

carried  on  horfeback,  and  on  a  Horfe 
with  Hampers  allotted  for  that  Purpofe, 
and  will  at  all  Times  march  at  the  Head 
of  the  Regiment. 

Thefe  Tools  are  meant  to  be  ready  at 
all  Times  for  making  the  Openings  fo 
peculiarly  neceflary  in  an  inclofed  Coun- 
try. 

Spare    Appointments    and   Arms    of  Spare  Ap- 
every  kind  rauft  of  courfe  remain  with  P011111^1115- 
the  heavy  Baggage. 

The  Battalion  Guns  will  always  march  Battalion 
at  the  Head  of  the  Regiment,  which  ever  Guns- 
Flank  leads.     The   Ammunition   Wag- 
gons and  Carts  will  immediately  follow 
the  Troops  of  the  Column. 

The  Place  of  March  of  the  Artillery 
of  the  Park  and  Carriages  will  be  fpe- 
cified  in  the  Order  of  March. 

When  Circumftances  will  permit,  each  Bread. 

Soldier 
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Soldier  will  be  provided  with  4  Days 
Bread  in  his  Haverfack,  and  4  Days 
more  carried  in  the  regimental  Carriages. 
—When  this  is  delivered  out,  thofe  Car- 
riages under  the  Guard  of  a  Serjeant  and 
4  Men  per  Battalion,  and  a  Corporal  and 
2  Men  per  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  will  be 
fent  to  the  Bakery  to  be  again  loaded. 
A  Perfon  fixed  and  ftationed  at  Head 
Quarters  will  be  appointed  to  give  Or- 
ders to  the  Regiments  relative  to  their 
Bread,  and  the  Difpatch  of  their  Car- 
riages, and  alfo  to  afcertain  and  regulate 
the  Foraging  of  the  Army.  The  Bread 
Carriages  will  feldom  make  a  Part  of  the 
Line  of  March  of  the  Army;  when 
they  do,  their  Place  in  that  Line  will  be 
fpecified. 
Ammuni-  Each    Infantry    Soldier    will    always 

tlon*  carry  60  Rounds.     Each   Horfeman  his 

Cartouch  Box  full. 
Forage.  The  Cavalry  will  always  carry  2  Days 

Corn,   and  Hay  according  to   Circum- 
flances. 

When 
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When  a  Corps  moves  in  one  Co- 
lumn, the  following  will  in  general  be 
the  Order  of  March,  if  hot  other  wife  or- 
dered, and  exclufive  of  the  more  par- 
ticular Van  or  Rear  Guards. 


Order  of 

March. 


Advancing, 

Advanced  Guard  con- 
fining of  the  Picquets 
of  the  Infantry  and  Ca- 
valry, and  new  Grand 
Guard,  followed  by  the 
Camp  Colour-men. 

Pioneers 

i  Regt.  Light  Drag. 

Infantry 

Cavalry 
Regiment.  Ammunition 
Waggons  and  Carts 
Bat  Horfes  in  the  Order 

of  their  Regiments 

Artillery  of  the  Park 
Gen.  Officers  Carriages 

Bread  Carriages 
Cavalry  Forge  Cart  and 

Ammunition  Cart 

Sutlers  Carts 

Sick  Carriages 

Squadron  of  Cavalry 
-  Old  Grand  Guard  and 
fmall  Out-Polls  and  De- 
tachments which  will  be 
ordered  to  join  it,  will 
form  the  Rear  Guard. 

D 


Retreating. 

Advanced  Guard  con- 
fining of  the  new  Grand 
Guard,  Guard  for  Head 
Quarters,  one  Infantry 
Picquet,  Camp  Colour- 
men. 

Pioneers 

Sick  Carriages 

Sutlers  Carriages 
Cavalry  Forge  Carts  and 

Ammunition  Cart 

Bread  Carriages 

General  Officers  do. 

Artillery  of  the  Park 
Bat  Horfts  in  the  Order 

of  their  Regiments 
Regiment.  Ammunition 

Waggons  and  Carts 

Cavalry 

Infantry 

r  ">quad.  Light  Drag. 

Rear  Guard  con  fill- 
ing of  the  Infantry  and 
Cavalry  Picquets,  old 
Grand  Guard,  Out-Pofts 
of  Cavalry  or  Infantry 
ordered  to  join. 

Two 
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Two  or  more  Pieces  of  Cannon  will 
always  march  with  the  advanced  Guard 
when  advancing,  and  with  the  rear 
Guard  when  retiring. 

Camp  Co-  When  the   Tents  are  ordered  to  be 

{truck,  the  advanced  Guard  and  Camp 
Colourmen  will  always  affemble  at  the 
Head  of  the  Regiment  of  Infantry  in 
advancing,  or  of  the  Cavalry  in  retiring, 
which  leads  the  Columns,  or  of  fuch 
Regiment  as  will  be  fpecified  when 
marching  in  more  Columns  than  one. 
The  General  Officers  will  each  fend 
a  proper  Perfon  with  the  Camp  Colour- 
men,  to  take  PofTeflion  of  Quarters  when 
they  can  be  marked ;  and  are  on  no  ac- 
count to  change  the  Quarters  afligned 
to  them  without  Permiflion  from  Head 
Quarters. 
March  in  When  the  Army   marches   in    more 

lumns  "  tnan  one  Column,  the  Columns  will  ge- 
nerally be  compofed  of  both  Cavalry  and 
Infantry ;    the  Particulars  of  advanced 

an4 
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and  rear  Guards  will  be  fpecified,  the  March  in 
Generals  who  command  them  will  be  iumns, 
named,  and  the  particular  Corps  in  the 
Manner  they  follow  in  each  Column.— 
It  is  always  the  bufinefs  of  General  Offi- 
cers leading  Columns,  to  take  care  that 
every  Part  of  that  Column  falls  properly 
into  its  Place  of  March. 

When  the  Army  marches  from  its 
Left,  every  Regiment  marches  from  its 
Left;  and  when  the  Army  marches  from 
its  Right,  every  Regiment  marches  from 
its  Right. 

When  the  Army  retires,  the  Carriages,  Carriages, 
except  fuch  Artillery  ones  as  are  fpeci- 
fied, will  in  general  be  ordered  under  a 
proper  Efcort  to  precede  the  March  of 
the  Army. 

The  greateft  Attention  mull  be  given 
by  every  one  whofe  immediate  Pro- 
vince it  is,  that  all  Carriages  are  in  good 
Order,  and  none  overloaded.  If  they 
are  not  in  a  Condition  to  move  as  quick 
as  the  Troops  may  march,  they  will  im- 
D  2  pede 
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pede  every  Operation,  and  endanger  the 
Safety  of  the  Army;  thefe  Circum- 
ftances  come  immediately  under  the 
Cognifance  of  the  Baggage  Mafter 
General. 


Order  for 
Marching. 


Difpofition 
of  March. 


When  the  Army  is  to  march,  the  par- 
ticular Detail  and  Difpofition  of  March 
will  not  always  be  given  out  in  public 
Orders.  Should  the  only  Notice  given 
be — The  Army  will  march  the ex- 
actly at  o'clock.  An  Hour  before 
the  Time  fixed  for  the  March,  the  Tents 
mull:  be  (truck :  the  Regiments  will  then 
form,  and  the  Baggage  be  loaded  and 
ready  in  the  Rear  of  each. 

Guides  will  be  fent  to  the  Head  of 
the  Regiments  that  lead  Columns  and 
a  fealed  Difpofition  of  March,  there  to  be 
opened  by  the  General  or  oldefl  Field 
Officer  prefent.  In  confequence  of 
which  he  will  order  the  advanced  Guard 
to  be  formed  ;  the  Regiments  and  Car- 
riages to  clofe  into  the  leading  Regi- 
ments* 
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ments,  according  to  the  Order  of  March, 
and  when  the  whole  are  ready,  the  Co- 
lumn, or  Columns,  will  move  off  in  the 
Manner  then  prefcribed  and  at  the  ap- 
pointed Hour. 

In  general  a  Rendezvous  will  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  Bat-Horfes  and  Carri- 
ages, that  they  may  the  more  readily  be 
directed  into  the  Line  of  March — One 
Subaltern  per  Brigade  will  attend  the 
Bat-Horfes,  one  Subaltern  per  Brigade 
will  attend  the  Carriages. 

The    Aids-de-Camp   and    Majors   of  The  Hour. 
Brigade     will    always     regulate     their 
Watches  by  Head  Quarters,  that  Regu- 
larity of  Movement  in  the  Troops  may 
be  obferved. 

Commanding   Officers  of  Battalions,  Attentions 
Squadrons,  and    Brigades  of  Artillery,  of  Comnjan- 
will  be  refponfible  that  they  are  formed, 
Tents  ftruck  and  the  Baggage  loaded  in 
half  an  Hour,  from  the  Time  that  the 
Signal  for  the  March  was  given  them, 

and 
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Attentions 
on  the 
March. 


and  for  this  Purpofe  it  is  necefTary  they 
fhould  frequently  exercife  their  Men  in 
this  eftential  Part  of  their  Duty. 

The  Commanding  Officer  will  pay  the 
greater!  Attention  during  the  March,  and 
be  anfwerable  that  the  Battalions  march 
by  Subdivisions,  and  the  Cavalry  by  Sub- 
divifions,  or  Ranks  by  Threes  or  Twos, 
as  they  may  be  ordered. 

Should  the  Narrownefs  of  the  Route 
at  any  Time  render  it  necefTary  to  di- 
minifh  this  Front,  the  Officer  leading  the 
Sub-diviuon,  which  firft  palfes  the  De- 
file or  Impediment,  muff,  on  his  Sub- 
division having  cleared  it,  direct  the 
former  Front  to  be  refumed,  which  Or- 
der muff  be  repeated  by  each  Officer 
commanding  a  Subdivifion,  on  his  ar- 
riving at  the  Spot  where  the  leading 
Subdivifion  refumed  its  original  Front. 

But,  where  the  Road  is  interrupted 
by  frequent  Defiles,  it  will  be  lefs  fa- 
tiguing for  the  Troops  to  begin  their 
March  upon  the  fmalleft  Front  required, 

than 
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than  to  break  off  and  form  up  at  the 
PafTage  of  each  :  This,  however,  can 
only  be  done,  when  no  Apprehenfion  is 
entertained  from  the  Enemy. 

Every  Officer  will  remain  with  his  Di- 
yiiion,  and  never  quit  it  on  any  Account. 
No  Soldier  to  be  permitted  to  leave  his 
Rank.  No  Horfes  or  Carnages  fuffered 
to  interrupt  the  March  of  the  Column. 
The  Diftance  between  Divifions  never 
to  exceed  the  Front  of  Divifions.  Com- 
manding Officers  of  Brigades  will  take 
care  that  the  Battalions  and  Squadrons 
march  well  clofed,  and  at  their  proper 
ordered  Dirlance.  They  will  remain  with 
the  Brigades,  and  punctually  obferve  the 
Order  of  March,  and  the  Execution  of 
every  Article  prefcribed. 

If  a  Carriage  breaks,  it  muft  be  drawn  Carriages  if 
afide,   the  Road  cleared,  and   a  proper  difabled- 
Efcort  left  with  it,  that  the  March  of  the 
Column  be  not  interrupted.     If  it  can 
be  repaired  in  Time,  it  will  follow ;    if 
pot,  the  loading  muft  be  divided  among 

the 


of  Generals. 
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the  neareft  Carriages,  who  are  hereby 
directed   to   give  this  reafonable  Aflift- 
ance. 
Attentions  General    Officers    leading    Columns 

are  refponfible,  that  the  ftri&eft  Regu- 
larity, and  Difcipline,  prevail  during 
the  March  among  the  Troops  under 
their  Command.  They  muft.  themfeives 
take  care  that  the  March  commences 
exaclly  at  the  Hour  appointed,  that  an 
equal  Pace  is  preferved,  and  fo  to  re- 
gulate it,  that  it  fhall  not  exceed  three 
Englifli  Miles  in  an  Hour  and  a  Quar- 
ter. Guides  will  be  placed  at  the  Heads 
of  Columns,  to  fhew  the  Route,  Pioneers 
will  be  ready  to  make  the  neceflary 
Openings,  and  to  repair  the  Roads.  The 
Generals  however  mult  not  truft  wholly 
to  thefe  Precautions,  but  muft  themfeives 
obtain  the  moft  accurate  Knowledge  of 
the  Routes  on  which  they  are  to  march, 
and  of  the  Country  through  which  they 
are  to  pafs,  which  can  alone  enable  them 
to  adopt  with  Judgment  and  Decifion, 

the 
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the  Means,  by  which  any  Difficulties 
that  erabarrafs  the  March  can  be  ob- 
viated. 

Though  Troops  do  not  always  march  Neceflity  of 

°  r  J  Precifion  in. 

in  Prefence  of  an  Enemy,  it  is  neverthe-  the  March. 
lefs  of  infinite  Confequence,  that  they 
mould  always  confider  themfelves  as  if 
in  that  Situation.  Equal  and  well  or- 
dered Marches  contribute  not  only  to 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Army,  but  ac- 
cuflom  the  Troops  at  all  Times  to  be 
ready  to  attack  or  repulfe  the  Enemy. 

It  is  always  Time   well  employed  to  Repairing 
halt  the  Head  of  a  Column,  and  enlarge  Roads# 
an   Opening  or  repair  a  bad  Step  in  the 
Road,  rather  than  to  dLmmih  the  Front 
and  lengthen  out  the  Line  of  March. 

No  Individual  is  ever  to  prelim  e  to 
march  on  a  lefs  Front,  than  what  the 
Leader  of  the  Column  directs,  and  all 
Doublings  therefore  mul':  come  from  the 
Head  only  ;  the  proper  Clofenefs  of  the 
March  on  all  Occafions,  is  a  Point  of  the 
highefl  Confequence,  and  it  is  a  mod  me^ 
E  ritoiious 
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ritorious  Service  in  any  Officer  to  prevent 
all  unnecefiary  Doublings,  or  to  correct 
them  as  foon  as  made. 

The  other  leading  Circumftances  con- 
cerning the  Column  of  Route,  are  fully 
detailed  under  that  head,  in  the  Regula- 
tions for  Field  Exercifes :  and  a  ftricl: 
Attention  to  the  Rules  there  laid  down, 
will  be  found  effentially  conducive  to  the 
Eafe  and  Welfare  of  the  Soldier,  and  to 
the  general  good  of  the  Servicd. 

The  Carriages  muft  be  obliged  to 
march  two  a-breaft  when  the  Roads  will 
allow,  and  the  Bat  Horfes  to  be  as  con- 
nected, and  take  up  as  little  Space  as 
poflible.  In  fhort,  it  mould  be  the  Study 
and  Attention  of  every  one  to  contract 
the  Line  of  March  as  much  as  poflible. 

Whenever  the  Baggage  is  ordered  to 
be  fent  away,  all  Carriages  whatever  are 
comprehended,  except  fuch  as  are  par- 
ticularly fpecified. 
Openings  of      The  Inftant  that  a  Regiment  comes  to 
Communi-     fe  Qronn^  \t  muft  mdfcc  Openings  of 

cation.  r         ° 

Commu- 
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Communication  both  to  its  Front   and 
Flanks. 

The  Line  of  Carriages  mufl  at  no  Difabled 
Time  flop,  whatever  Accident  may  hap-  arriages' 
pen  to  any  individual  one,  but  fuch 
Carriage  mufl:  inftantly  be  drawn  on  one 
Side,  and  repaired  if  poffible  while  the 
reft  proceed.  The  Officers  commanding 
the  feveral  Divifions  of  Carriages  will  be 
anfwerable  for  the  flrict  Obfervance  of 
this  Article,  a  Failure  of  which  might 
flop  and  endanger  the  whole  Army. 

Whenever  the  Regiments  encamp,  or  Encarnpa 
take  up  any  extended  Pofition  in  Front,  ment- 
it  will  always  be  the  Bufinefs  of  Com- 
manding Officers  to  find  out,  and  to 
make  the  mod  convenient  Paflages  to 
the  great  Routes  by  which  the  Column 
is  afterwards  to  march.  And  on  many 
Occalions  where  there  will  not  be  Time 
to  open  and  occupy  an  exteniive  Front, 
the  Army  will  encamp  parallel  to  and  along 
the  great  Route,  in  their  Order  of  March, 
E  2  covered 
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covered  by  an  advanced  Corps  on  the 
Fiank  next  the  Enemy. 
Attention  in  At  all  Times  when  Commanding  Offi- 
Movement.  cers  fee  t]iac  there  are  \\ke\y  to  be  Im- 
pediments from  the  Nature  of  theL: round 
to  the  Movements  or  March  of  their  Re- 
giments, they  fhould  always  detach  Of- 
ficers in  advance,  to  reconnoitre  and 
point  out  the  Means  and  Paflages  by 
which  fuch  Obftacles  are  to  be  avoided ; 
and  at  no  Time  are  fuch  Helps  fo  ne- 
ceflary  as  when  Regiments  are  acting  in 
Line  in  broken  Ground,  and  when  their 
Movements  are  combined  with  thofe  of 
others. 
Majors  of  Whenever  the  Army  moves,  the  Ma- 

Bngade.  jors  0f  Brigade  are  to  take  particular  care 
that  all  advanced  and  detached  Pofts  are 
called  in  at  the  proper  Times  to  their 
Places  in  the  Column  of  March. 

Thefe  Officers  are  attached  to  the 
Brigades  to  which  they  belong,  and  not 
perfonally  to  the  General  Officers  Com- 
manding them.   They  are  on  all  Occali- 

ons 
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ons  to  encamp  in  the  Rear  of  the  Center 
of  the  Brigade;  their  Pod  in  the  Line 
of  March  is  in  Front  of  the  leading 
Regiment  of  the  Brigade. 

Although  the  Commander  in  Chief 
has  not  as  yet  thought  it  expedient  to 
place  the  Army  in  the  expenfive  Situa- 
tion of  being  provided  with  Bat  Horfes, 
for  the  Carriage  of  their  Tents  and 
Baggage,  yet  as  it  is  effential  that  the 
Troops  fhould  be  prepared  to  move, 
in  cafe  of  taking  the  Field  on  any  fudden 
Emergency  agreeable  to  thefe  Inftrue- 
tions  for  Marches  and  Baggage,  His 
Royal  Highnefs  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  Event 
requires  the  mod  exact  Obedience  to  the 
following  Regulations,  which  are  founded 
on  thefe  Calculations ;   namely : 

That  the  Weight  of  a  Round  Tent, 
Poles  and  Pins,  is  under  6olb.  and 
that  fuch  Tent  is  on  this  Occafion  cal- 
culated for  Twenty  Men  of  the  Infantry 
and  Sixteen  of  the  Cavalry. — That  Four 
Days  Bread  for  One  Man  weighs  61b. 


That 
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That  a  Waggon  with  Three  Horfes  will 
eafily,  and  lightly,  carry  24001b.  weight.- 

For  the  Tents  and  Kettles  of  every 
400  Men  of  the  Cavalry,  including 
Officers,  One  Waggon  is  allowed. 

For  the  Four  Days  Bread  of  each  400 
Men,  Cavalry  and  Infantry,  One  Wag- 
gon is  allowed. 

For  every  300  Horfes  of  the  Cavalry 
Two  Waggons,  for  Two  Days  Oats, 
are  allowed. 

For  the  Entrenching  Tools  of  each 
Regiment  of  Infantry,  One  Cart  is 
allowed. 

Thefe  Calculations  are  for  effective 
Numbers,  not  for  Eftablifhment. 

No  Corps  will  require  more  than  Four 
Waggons  for  Tents,  and  Bread,  and 
none  lefs  than  a  Waggon  and  a  Cart. 
Small  Corps  will  havefpare  Room,  which 
muft  be  applied  to  public,  not  private 
Advantage. 

In  the  Event,  therefore,  of  an  Enemy's 
landing,  and  of  the  Troops  being  fud- 

denly 
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denly  called  on  to  march,  each  Corps 
will  take  Care  to  be  attended  with 
Carriages  in  the  above  Proportion,  for 
their  Tents,  Bread,  Entrenching  Tools, 
and  Oats;  and  for  the  Draught  Horfes 
belonging  to  thefe  Carriages,  Forage 
will  be  allowed  •,  as  alfo  a  liberal  daily 
Hire.  The  Carriages  are  not,  on  any 
Account,  to  be  loaded  beyond  the  fpeci- 
fied  Weight.  Commanding  Officers  of 
Corps  will  immediately  take  their  prepara- 
tory Meafures,  to  infure  the  Services  of 
fuch  Carriages  whenever  Circumftances 
may  render  them  neceffary. 

By  Command  of  His  Royal  Highnefs 
The  COMMANDER  in  CHIEF. 

WILLIAM  FAWCETT, 

Adjutant  General. 


Adjutant-General9  s  Office, 
Dublin,  6th  April  1799. 

THE  Mode  to  be  adopted  by  Regi- 
ments in  their  March  to  the  Place  that 
may  be  appointed  for  affembling  the 
Army  has  been  detailed  already  in  the 
General  Printed  Inftru&ions  of  the  1 2th 
April  1797,  and  the  Addenda  to  thofe 
Orders.  To  thofe  Inftruclions  Com- 
manding Officers  of  Regiments  are 
deflred  to  pay  the  moft  particular  At- 
tention. 

In  Order  to  facilitate  the  Supply  of 
frefh  Meat  to  the  Army  when  affembled, 
His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief 
has  directed  a  Con  trad  to  be  entered 
into  for  providing  that  Article,  and  the 
Contractor  has  engaged,  within  a  rea- 
fonable  Time  after  he  fhall  have  received 
Notice,  to  commence  his  IfTues  at  the 
Place  appointed  for  the  General  Ren- 
A  dezvous, 
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dezvous,  under  the  following  Regula- 
tions : 

He  will  accompany  the  Army  in  its 
Movements,  and  deliver  flaughtered, 
within  two  Miles  of  Head  Quarters, 
good  Beef  or  Mutton  at  the  Rate  of 
4d.  per  Pound,  the  Meat  to  be  deli- 
vered in  Quarters  to  the  Regiments, 
and  never  in  Weighings  of  lefs  than 
fifty-fix  Pounds, 

Payment  to  be  made  on  Delivery  of 
the  Meat,  in  Cafh  or  Bank  Notes ;  and 
mould  Circumftances  ever  occur  to  ren- 
der this  Mode  of  Payment  impractica- 
ble to  any  Regiment,  the  Contractor 
will  take  the  Paymafter's  Draft  on  the 
Agent  of  the  Regiment. 

Twenty-four  Hours  before  the  Deli- 
very of  the  Meat  is  to  be  required, 
Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments 
mud  give  Notice  to  the  Contractor,  at 
the  Comminary  General's  Field  Maga- 
zine, of  the  Quantity  that  will  be 
-wanted,  agreeable  to  the  following 
.Form  : 

Camp 
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When  Regiments  are  detached, 
fingly,  at  fuch  a  Diflance  from  the 
Main  Body  as  not  to  be  within  Reach 
of  the  Contractor,  the  Commanding 
Officers  of  fuch  Corps  mud  purchafe 
Meat  for  their  Men  from  the  Butchers 
and  Farmers  near  them. 

General  Officers  drawing  Provifions 
and  Forage  from  the  Commiffary  Ge- 
neral's Stores  will  be  pleafed  to  include 
themfelves  and  Staff  in  the  fame  Order  ; 
The  Officer  prefiding  at  the  Head  of 
the  Medical  Department  will  in  like 
Manner  draw  for  the  General  Hofpitai 
and  Staff  in  one  Return,  and  every 
other  Department  of  the  Army  will 
conform  to  this  Regulation. 

Whenever  Regiments  draw  their  Sup- 
plies of  Bread,  Fuel  and  Forage  from 
the  Commiftary  General's  Magazine, 
the  Quarter  Mailers  mufl  attend  with  a 
Return  of  the  Strength  of  their  Corps, 
figned  by  the  Commanding  Officer, 
agreeable  to  the  annexed  Form  : 

Strength 
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When  a  Regiment  is  in  want  of 
Shoes  an  Order  for  the  Iflue  mud  be 
obtained  from  the  Adjutant- General, 
and  Payment  is  to  be  made  for  them  on 
Delivery,  by  Draft  on  the  Agent  of  the 
Regiment,  at  7s.  Irifh  per  Pair. 

Whenever  a  Regiment  is  fo  fituated 
as  to  be  under  the  Neceflity  of  foraging 
on  the  Country,  the  Quarter -Mafter 
mud  accompany  the  Party  ordered  on 
this  Duty,  and  is  to  be  anfwerable  that 
no  more  Forage,  Fuel,  &c.  be  taken 
than  the  Allowance  to  which  the  Re- 
giment may  be  entitled,  and  for  which 
he  is  to  give  the  Proprietor  a  regular 
Receipt,  expreffing  the  Quantity  taken 
and  for  what  Regiment,  and  a  Return 
is  to  be  immediately  fent  to  the  Adju- 
tant-General, to  be  lodged  with  the 
Commififary  General,  agreeable  to  the 
following  Form  : 

Return 
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If  from  the  Abfence  of  the  Proprietor 
of  the  Stock  taken  the  Quarter  *  Mailer 
fhall  not  have  been  able  to  give  him  a 
Receipt,  this  Circumftance  is  to  be  ex- 
preifed  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Return. 

A  tv  Perfon  found  taking  Supplies  of 
any  Kind  from  the  Inhabitants,  without 
paffing  his  Receipt  to  the  Owner,  and 
fending  in  the  required  Return  to  the 
Adjutant-General,  (unlefs  he  fhall  have 
paid  on  the  Spot)  will  be  confidered  as 
a  Marauder,  and  punifhed  accordingly. 

Spirits  are  only  to  be  iffued  to  the 
Troops  on  the  Order  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief  or  General  commanding. 

As  the  Regiments  are  ordered  to 
march  from  their  Quarters  with  the 
Number  of  Carriages  allowed  for  the 
Conveyance  of  their  Baggage,  the  Cars 
and  Horfes  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants 
refiding  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Camp 
are  on  no  account  to  be  prefTed  by  the 
Troops.  Unlefs  this  Order  be  ftridly 
attended  to,  and  the  Perfons  of  the  In- 
habitants protected  from  Infult,  it  will 
B  be 
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\)G  utterly  impoflible  to  procure  the  ne- 
ceflary  Supplies  for  the  Army  :  Com- 
manding Officers  of  Regiments  are 
therefore  to  fee  that  proper  Care  is 
taken  of  their  Car  Horfes,  that  they  are 
not  overloaded,  and  that  during  the 
March  no  one  be  permitted  to  ride  on 
the  Cars. 

If  from  any  unavoidable  Circum- 
ftance  an  additional  Car  mall  at  any 
Time  become  necefiary,  Application 
muft  be  made  to  the  Quarter-Mailer 
General,  who  will  give  Directions  to 
his  Affiftants  accordingly. 

By  Order  of  his  Excellency  the 
Commander  in  Chief, 

Geo,  Hewett9 
Adjutant- General. 
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